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To Mr. Henry Davris, Bookfeller, 
| ~ in London. | 

Abergavenny, Aug. 4. | 
RESPECTED SIR, 


HAVE received your efteemed fa- 
vour of the 13th ultimo, whereby 

- it appeareth, that you have perufed 
thofe fame Letters, the which were 
' delivered unto you by my friend the - 
reverend Mr. Hugo Behn; and I am 
pleafed to find you think they may be 
printed with a good profpect of fuccefs: 
in as much as the objections you men- 
tion, [humbly conceive, are fuch as may 
be redargued, if not entirely removed— 
And, firft, in the firft place, as touch-» 
ing what profecutions may arife from. 
printing the private correfpondence of 
perfons ftill living, give me leave, with 
all due fubmiffion, to obferve, that the 
Letters in queftion were not written 
and fent under the feal of fecrecy ; that 
they have no tendency to the ma/a 
fama, or prejudice of any perfon what- 
foever; but rather to the information 
| A 2 and 


(iv) 

and edification of mankind: fo that it 
becometh a fort of duty to promulgate 
them i ufum publicum. Befides, I have 
contulted Mr. Davy Higgins, an emi- 
nent attorney of this place, who, after 
due in{pection and confideration, declar- 
eth, That he doth not think the faid 
Letters contain any matter which will 
be held actionable in the eye of the law. 
Finally, if you and I fhould come toa 
right underftanding, Ido declare ix verbo 
Jacerdotis, that, in cafe of any fuch profe- 
cution, I will take the whole upon my 
own fhoulders, even qguoad fine and im- 
prifonment, though, I muft confefs, I 
fhould not care to undergo flagellation: 
Lam ad turpitudinem, quam ad amaritudi- 
nem pana {peéfans—Secondly, concern- 
ing the perfonal refentment of Mr. 

uftice Lifmahago, 1 may fay, non flocci 

acio—I would not willingly vilipend 
any Chriftian, if, peradventure, he de- 
ferveth that epithet: albeit, Iam much 
furprifed that more care is not taken to 
exclude from the commiffion all fuch 
vagrant foreigners as may be juftly fuf- 
pected of difaffeCtion to our happy con- 
ititution, in church and ftate—God for- 


bid that I fhould be fo uncharitable, 
| as 


° 
re ee 


| ( v ) 
as toaffirm pofitively, that the faid Lif 
mahago is no better than a Jefuit in 
difguife; but this I will affert and main- 
tain, tots viribus, that, from the day he 
qualified, he has never been once feen 
intra templi parietes, that is to fay, with- 
im the parith church. 
Thirdly, with refpe& to what paffed 
at Mr..Kendal’s table, when the faid 
Lifmahago was fo brutal in his repre- 
henfions, I muft inform you, my good 
fir, that I was obliged to retire, not by 
_ fear arifing from his minatory reproach- 
es, which, as I faid above, | value not 
of a ruth; but from the fudden effe@ 
produced by a barbel’s row, which [had 
eaten at dinner, not knowing, that the 
{aid row is at certain feafons violently 
cathartic, as Galen obferveth in his 
chapter weer ocbve. —— 
Fourthly, and laftly, with reference 
to the manner in which I got poffeffion |. 
of thefe Letters, it is a circumftance 
that concerns my own conf{cience only ; 
fufficeth it to fay, I have fully fatisfied 
the parties in whofe cuftody they were ; 
and, by this time, I hope I have alfo fa- 
tisficd you in fuch ways, that the laft 
hand may be put to our agreement, and 
A3 . the 


( vi ) 
the work proceed with all convenient 
expedition ; in which hope I reft, ~ 


refpected fir, 
your very humble fervant, 


Jonatuan Dustwicu. 


P. §. I propofe, Deo volente, to have the 
pleafure of feeing you in the great 
city, towards All-hallow-tide, when 
I fhall: be glad to treat with you 

’ concerning a parcel of MS. fermons, 
of.a certain clergyman deceafed; a 
cake of the right leaven, for the 

~~ prefent tafte ofthe public. Verbum 

fapienti, Ge. 


J.D. 


To the Revd. Mr. JonaTHaNn 
Dustwicu, at : 


SIR, 


I Received yours in courfe of poft, and 

fhall be glad to treat with you for 
the MS. which I have delivered to your 
friend Mr. Behn; but can by no means 
comply with the terms propofed. Thofe 
things are fo uncertain—Writing is all 
a lottery—I have been a lofer by the. 
works of the greateft men of the age— 
I could mention particulars, and name 
names ; but don’t choofe it—The tafte 
of the town is fo changeable. Then 
there have been fo many letters upon 
travels lately publifhed— What between 
Smollett’s, Sharp’s, Derrick’s, Thick- 
ne{s’s, Baltimore’s, and Baretti’s, toge- 
ther with Shandy’s Sentimental Tra- 
véls, the public feems to be cloyed with 
that kind of entertainment—Neverthe- 
lefs, I will, if you pleafe, run the rifque 
of printing and publifhing, and you thall 
have half the profits of the impreffion— 
You need not take the trouble to bring 


Aga up 
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up your fermons on my account—No 
body reads fermons but Methodifts and 
Diffenters—Befides, for my own patt, 
I am quite a ftranger to.that fort of 
reading; and the two perfons, whofe 
judgment I depended upon in thefe 
matters, are out of the way; one is gone 
abroad, carpenter of-a man of war; and 
the other has been filly enough to ab- 
{cond, in order to avoid a profecution 
for blafphemy—TI’m a great lofer by his 
going off—He has left a manual of de- 
votion half finifhed on my hands, after 
having received money for the whole 
copy—He was the foundeft divine, and 
had the moft orthodox pen of all my 
people ; and I never knew his judgment 
fail, but in flying from his bread and 
butter on this occafion, 

By owning you was not put in bodily 
fear by Lifmahago, you preclude your- 
felf from the benefit ofa good plea, over 
and above the advantage of binding him 
over. Jn the late war, I inferted in my 
evening paper, a paragraph that came 
by the poft, refleQing upon the beha- 
viour of a certain regiment in battle. 
An officer of faid regiment came to my 
fhop, and, in the prefence of my tor 

- an 


( 1x ) | 
and journeyman, threatened to cut off 
my ears As I exhibited marks of bo- 
dily fear, more ways than one, to the 
conviction of the bye-ftanders, ] bound 
him over; my action lay, and I recover- 
ed. As for flagellation, you. have ao- 
thing to fear, and nothing to hope, on 
that head— There has been but one 
printer flogged at the cart’s. tail thefe 
thirty years ; that was Charles Wat{on; 
and he affured me it was no more than 
a flea-bite. C—~ S-— has been threat- 
ened feveral times by the Honfe of 
L—,; but itcametonothing. Ifanin-— 
formation fhould be moved for, and 
granted againft you, as the editor of. 
thofe Letters, I hope you will have 
honefty and wit enough to appear and. 
take your trial——If you fhould be 
fentenced to the pillory, your fortune is 
made—As times go, that’s a fure ftep to 
honour and preferment. I fhall think: 
myfelf happy ifIcan lend youa lift; and. 
‘am, very fincerelys 


yours, 
. London, Aug. soth, Henry Davis: 


ae Pleafe.. 


x). 

Pleafe my kind fervice to your neigh- 
bour, my coufin Madoc—I have fent 
an Almanack and Court-kalendar, 
dire€ted for him at Mr. Sutton’s, book- 
feller, in Gloucefter,’ carriage paid, 
which he will pleafe to accept as a 
{mall token of my regard. My wife, 
who is very fond of toafted cheefe, 
prefents her compliments to him, and 
- begs to know if there’s any of that 
~ kind, which he was fo good as to fend 
us latt ltt to be fold in ne 
Sen; 
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HUMPHRY CLINKER 


To Dra. LEWIS. 
DOCTOR; a | 
HE pills are good for nothing—I might as: 


well fwallow fnow-balls to cool my reins—1 


‘have told you over and over, how hard | am to. 


move; and at this time of day, | ought to know fome- 
thing of my own conftitution... Why. will you be 
fo pofitive? Prithee fend me-another prefcription—I_ 
am as lame and as much tortured in all my limbs as _ 
if I was broke upon the wheel: indeed, I am ee 
qually diftreffed in mind and body—As if I had not 


plagues enough of my own, thofe children of my 


fifter are left me for a perpetual fource of vexation: 
—what bufinefs have people to get children to: 
plague their neighbours? A ridiculous incident 
that happened yefterday to my niece Liddy, has 
difordered me in fuch a manner, that I expect to 
be laid up with another fit of the pout Poee 

[may 
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J may explain my{elf in my next. I fhall fet out 
to-morrow morning for the Hot Well at Briftol, 
where I am afraid [ fhall flay longer than I could 
with. On the receipt of this, fend Walliams thi- 
ther with my faddle-horfe and the demi pique. 
Tell Barns to threfh out the two old ricks, and 
fend the corn to market, and fell it off to the poor 
at a fhilling a bufhel under market price.—I have 
received a {niveling letter from Griffin, offering to 
make a public fubmiffion and pay coits, _1 want 
none of his fubmiffions 3 neither will 1 pocket-any 
of his money—The fellow is a bad neighbour, and 
I defire to have nothing to do with him: but as he 
is purfe- proud, he fhall pay for-his infolence : let 
him give five pounds to the poor of the parifh, aud 
Vil withdraw my ation; ard in the mean time you 
sie tell Prig to ftop proceedings.—Let Morgan’s 
widow have the Alderney cow, and forty fhillings 
to clothe her children: but don’t fay a fyllable of 
the matter to any living foul—I’ll make her pay 
when fhe is able. I defire yeu will lock up all my 
drawers, and keep the keys till meeting ; and be 
fure you take the iron cheft with my papers into 
your own cuftody—Forgive all this trouble from, 


© 


Dear Lewis, 
Your affe&tionate 


Gloucefter, April 2. | M. Bramete. 


HUMPHRY CLINKER. 33 


ME OCR WOR OE BORK LOR EURO 


To Mrs. Gwy.in, houfe- keeper at ‘Bae 
bleton-hall. 


MRS. GWILLIM, ‘ 

WHEN this cums to hand, be fure to pack up 
in the trunk male that ftands in my clofet, to be 
fent me in the Briftol waggon without lofs of time, 
the following articles, viz. my rofe collard neglejay, 
with green robins, my yellow damafk, and my 
black velvet fuit, with the fhort hoop; my bloo 
quilted petticot, my green mantee], my laced apron, 
my French commode, Macklin head and lappets, 
and the litel box with my jowls. Willams may 
bring over my bum-daffee, and the viol with the 
eafings of Dr. Hill’s dock-water, and Chowder’s 
Jackfitif. The poor creature has been terribly con- 
ftuprated ever fince weleft huom.Pray take particular 
care of the houfe while the family is abfent. Let 
there be a fire conftantly kept in my brother’s 
chamber and mine. The maids, having nothing 
to do, may be fat a fpinning. Idefire you'll clap 
a pad-luck on the wind-feller, and let none of the 
men have excefs to the ftrong bear—don’t forget to. 
have the gate fhit every evening before dark.—— 
The sandate and the hind may lie below in the 
landry, to partake the houfe, with the blunderbufs 
and the great dog ; and I hope you'll have a watch- 
full eye over the maids. I know that hufly, Mary 

_ Jones, loves to be rumping with the men. Let 
mé know if Alderney’s calf be fould yet, and what 
he fought-—if the ald gooke be fitting; and rf the 
cobler has cut Dicky, and how the pore anemil 
hore the operation.—No more at prefent, but refts, 

: | Yours, By ate 
, Gloftar, April 2. TABITHA ae 
—_ o 
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To Mrs. Mary Jongs, at Brambleton-hall. 


DEAR MOLLY, 


HEAVING this importunity, I fend my love — 


to you and Saul, being in good heaith, and hoping 
to hear the fame from you ; and that you and Saul 
will take my poor kitten to bed with you this cold 
weather.—= We have been all in a fad taking here at 
Gloftar—Mifs Liddy had like to have run away 
with a player-man, and young mafter and he would 
adone themfelves a mifchief ; but the {quire applied 
to the mare, and they were bound over.—Miftrefs 
bid me not {peak a word of the matter to any Chrif- 
tian fcul—io more I fhall: for, we fervints fhould 
fee all and fay nothing—But what was worfe than 
all this, Chowder hes had the mistortune to be 
worried by a butcher’s dog, and came home in a 


terrible pickle—Miftrifs was taken with the afte- 


rifks, but they ‘oon went off. The doer was 
fent for to Chowder, and he fubfcribed a repofitory, 
which did him great fervice—thank God he’s now 
in a fair way to do well—pray take care of my box 
and the pillyber, and put them under your own bed; 

for, Ido fuppofe, madam Gwyllim will be a prying 
into my fecrets, now my back. is turned. John 
Thomas is in good health, but fulky, ‘The fquire 
gave away an ould coat to a, poor man; and John 
fays as. .how tis robbing him of. bis parquifites.—-] 
told him,. by his agreement, he. was, to. receive no 
vails ; but he fays as how there’s a dificrence be- 
twixt vails and parquifites ; and fo there ‘is - for 
fartain. We are a going to o Hot Well, 
: : ta, , where 


= be 


-HUMPHRY CLINKER. Ig 
where I fhall drink your health in a glafs of water, 
being, 

Dear Molly, | 
Your humble fervant to command, 


Gloftar, April ad. ‘ Win. JENKINS. 


To Sir WatrxkIn Puituips, Bart. of Jefus 
college, Oxon. 
| i 
DEAR PHILLIPS, | 

AS I have nothing more at heart than to con- 
vince you I am incapable of forgeting, or negle&- 
ing the friendfhip [ made at college, I now begin 
that correfpondence by letters, which you and I 
agreed, at parting, to cultivate. I begin it fooner 
than I intended, that you may have it in your power 
to refute any idle reports which may be circulated 
to my prejudice at Oxford, touching a foolifh 
quarrel, in which I have been involved on account 
of my, fifter, who had been fome time fettled here 
in a boarding-fchool——When I came hither with 
my uncle and aunt (who are our guardians) to fetch 
her away, I found hera fine, tall girl, of feventeen, 
with an agreeable perfon; but remarkably fimples 
and quite ignorant of the world, This difpofition, | 
and want of experience, had expofed her to the 
addreffes of a perfon—I know not what to call him, 
who had feen her at a play 3; and, with aconfidence 
and dexterity peculiar to himfelf, found means to be 
recommended to her acquaintance. It was by the 
greate{t accident [ intercepted one of higletters ; as 
it was my duty to ftifle this correfpondence in its 
birth, { made it my bufine‘s to find him out, and 
tell him. very freely my fentiments of the matter. 
The tpa:k did not like the ftile [ ufed, and behaved 
with abundance of mettle. Though his rank in life 

: : (which, 
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(which, by the bye, Tam afhamed to declare) did 


not entitle him to much deterences; yet as his be- 
haviour was remarkably fpirited, 1 admitted him 
to the privilege of a gentleman, and fomething 
might have happened, had not we been prevented. 
—In fhort, the bufinefs took air, | know not how, 
and made abundance of noife—recourfe was had to 
juftice ——— | was obliged to give my word and 
honour, €%c. and to-morrow morning we fet out 
for Briftol Wells, where | expe& to hear from you 
by the return of the poft.———I have got into a fa- 
mily of originals, whom I may one day attempt to 
deferibe for your amufement. My aunt, Mrs. 
Tabitha Bramble, is a maiden of torty-five, ex- 
ceedingly ftarched, ‘vain, and ridiculous! — My. 
uncle is an odd kind of humorift, always on the 
fret, and fo unpleafant in his manner, that, rather. 
than be obliged to keep him company, Id refign 


all claim to the inheritance of his eftate.—Indeed - 
his being tortured by the gout may have fourted his. 


temper, and, perhaps, I may lke him better on 
farther acquaintance: certain it is, all his-fervants 
and neighbours in the country, are fond of him, 


even to a degree of enthuftafm, the reafon of which: 


I cannot as yet comprehend. Remember me to 
Griffy Price, Gwyn, Manfel, Baffet, and all the 
reft of my old Cambrian companions.——=-«-Saluté 
the bed-maker in my name—~give miy fervice to the 
eook, and pray take care of poor Ponto, for the 
fake of his old mafter, who is, and ever will be, 


. Dear Philips, 
Your affeGlionate frend, — 
acid humble fervent, a 
Gloucefter, Apri 2. | jer. Maxrorn: 


$ 


To 
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CAND ERA NS CBAND CE NID: CEANEDCE ND 
To Mrs. Jermyn, at her houfe in Gloucefter. 


DEAR MADAM, _ - | 
HAVING no mother of my own, I hope you 
will give me leave to difburthen my poor heart to 
you, who have always ated the part of a kind 
parent to me, ever fince | was put urder your care. 
~—Indeed, and indeed, my worthy governefs may 
believe me, when I affure her, that I never har- 
boured a thought that was othe wife than virtuous; 
and, if God will give me grace, I fhall never behave 
fo 8s to caft a refleGion on the care you have taken 
in my education. I confefs I have given juft caufe 
. of offence by my want of prudence and experience. 
J ought fiot to have liftened to what the young man 
faid; and it was my duty to have told you all that 
paffed, but I was afhamed to mention it ; and then 
he behaved fo modeft and refpe&ful, and feemed to 
be fo melancholy and timorous, that I could not 
find in my heart to do any thing that fhould make 
him miferable and defperate. As for familiarities, 
¥ do declare, I never once allowed him the favour 
of a falute ; and as to the few letters that paffed 
between us, they are all in my uncle’s hands, and 
I-hope they contain nothing contrary to innocence 
and honour.—TI am ftill perfuaded that he is not 
what he appears to be: but time will difcover— 
mean while I will endeavour to forget a connexion, 
which ts fo difpleafing to my family. I fave cried 
without ceafing, and have not tafted any thing but 
tea, fince { was hurried away from you; nor did I 
once clofe my eyes for three nights running —My | 
aunt continues to chide me feverely when we are 
by ourfelves; but I hope to foften her in time, 


by humility and fubmiffion—My uncle, who if 
| — fo 
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fo dreadfully paffionate in the beginning, has been 
moved by my tears and diftreis; and is now all 
tendernefs and compaffion ; and my brother is re- 
conciled to me, on my promife to break off all 
corre{ponderce with that unfortunate youth: but, 
notwithitanding all their indulgence, I fhall have 
no peace of mind till know my dear and ever 
honoured governefs has forgiven her poor, difcon- 
folate, forlorn, 

Affe&tionate humble fervant, 


till death, 
Clifton, April 6. — Lyp1a Metrorp. 
SARS ROR ehhh he 
To Mifs Latir1a Writs, at Gloucefter. 


MY DEAREST LETTY,  - © | - 

I AM in fuch a fright, left this fhould not come 
fafe to hand by the conveyance of Jarvis the carrier, 
that I beg you will write to me, on the receipt of 
it, dire€ting to me, under cover, to Mrs, Winifred 
Jenkins, my aunt’s maid, who is a good girl, and 
has been fo kind to me in my affliction, that I have 
made her my confidant ; as for Jarvis, he was very 
fhy of taking charge of my letter and the little 
parcel, becaufe his fifter Sally had like to have loft 
her place on my account; indeed I cannot blame 
the man for his caution ; but I have made it worth 
his while.——My dear companion and bed-fellow, it 
is a grievous addition to my other misfortunes, that 
J am deprived of your agreeable company and con- 
verfation, at a time when I need fo much the com- 


fort of your good humour and good fenfe; but, I. 


hope, the friendfhip we contracted at the boarding- 
fchool, will laft for life——I doubt not but on 
my fide it will daily increafe and improve, as I gain 

experience, 
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experience, and learn to know the value of a true 
friend.—-O, my dear Letty ! what fhall I fay about. 
_ poor Mr, Wilfon? I have promifed to break off all 
correfpondence,. and, if poffible, to forget him: 
but, alas! I begin to perceive that will not be in 
my power. As it is by no means proper that the 
piGture fhould remain in my hards, left it fhould 
be the occafion of more mifchief, I have fent it to 
you by this opportunity, begging you will either 
keep it fafe till better times, or return it to Mr. 
Wilfon himfelf, who, I fuppofe, will make it his 
bufinefs to fee you at the ufual place. If he fhould 
be low-fpirited at my fending back his préture, you 
may tell him I have no cccafion for a pi€ture, while 
the original continues engraved on my But 
no; I would not have you tell him that neither ; 
becaufe there muft be an end of our correfpondence 
—I with he may forget me, for the fake of his own 
peace; and yet if he fhould, he muft be a barba- 
rour=-——But- ’tis impoffible—Boor Wilfon cannot 
be falfe and inconftant: I befeech him not to write 
to me, nor attempt to fee me for fome time; for, 
confidering the refentment and paffionate temper of 
my brother Jery, fuch an attempt might be attend- 
ed with confequences which would make us all 
miferable for lifexelet us truft to time and the 
chapter of accidents ; or rather to that Providence — 
which will not fail, fooner or later, to reward thofe 
that walk in the paths of honour and virtue.—I 
_ would offer my love to the young ladies: but it 
is not fit that any of them fhould know you have 
received this letter.—If we go to Bath, J fhall fend 
you my fimple remarks upon that famous centre of 
polite amufement, and every other place we may 
chance to vifit; and I flatter myfelf that my dear 
Mifs Willis will be punétual in anfwering the 
letters of her affeGtionate, | 

Clifton, April 6. LYDIA ag te 


e) 
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Pe ttt ee eet ttt ict tt 
| To Dr. LEWI S. 


PEAR LEWIS, 

1 HAVE followed your dire€tions with fome 
fuccefs, and might have been upon my legs by this 
time, had the weather permitted me to ufe my 
faddle horfe. I rode out upon the Downs laft Tuel- 

day, in the forenoon, when the iky, as far as the 
vifible horizon, was without a cloud ; but before I 
had gone a full mile, I was overtaken inftantaneouf- 
ly by a ftorm of rain that wet me to the fkin in 
three-minutes—whence it came the devil knows ; 
but it has laid me up (I fuppofe) for one fortnight. 
Jt makes me fick to hear people talk of the fine air 
upon Clifton-Downs: how can the air be either 
agreeable or falutary, where the demon of vapoura 
defcends in a perpetual drizzle? My confinement is 
the more intolerable, as I am furrounded with do- 
meftic vexations.——My niece has had a dangerous fit 
of illnefs, occafioned by that curfed ircident at 
Gloucefter, which I mentioned in my laft.——=She 
is a poor good-natured fimpleton, as foft as butter, 
\and as eafily melted--not that fhe’s a fool—the girl’s 
parts are not delpicable, and her education has not 
been negle&ed; that is to fay, fhe can write and 
fpell,; and fpeak French, and play upon the harp- 
fichord; then fhe dances finely, has a good figure, 
and is very well inclined; but, fhe’s deficient in 
fpirit, and fo fufceptible-and fo tender forfooth ! 
—truly, fhe has got a languifhing eye, and reads 
romances—T hen there’s her brother, {quire Jery, 


a pert jackanapes, full of college-petulance and felf- 
conceit ; proud as a German count, and as hot and © 


hafty asa Welch mountaineer. As for that fan- 
taftical animal, my fitter Tabby, you are no 
8 _ ftranger 
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ftranger to her qualifications—I vow to God, fhe 
is fometimes fo intolerable, that I almoft think fhe’s 
the devil incarnate come to torment me for my fins ; 
and yet [ am confcious of no fins that ought to entail 
fuch family-plagues upon me——why the devil fhould — 
not I fhake off thefe torments at once? I an’t mar- 
ried to Tabby, thank Heaven! nor did I beget the 
other two: let them choofe another guardian: for 
my part, I an’t in a condition to take care of myfelf ; 
much lefs to fuperintend the condu& of giddy-head- 
ed boys and girls. You earneftly defire to know 
the particulars of our adventure at Gloucefter, 
which are briefly thefe, and 1 hope they will go ro 
further :—Liddy had been fo long cooped up in a: 
boarding-{chool, which, next to a nunnery, is 
the worft kind of feminary that ever was con- 
trived for young women, that fhe became as in- 
flammable as touch-wood ; ard goirg to a play in 
holyday-time,—’{death, I’m afhamed to teil you! 
the fell in love with one of the aGtors—a handfome 
young fellow that goes by the name of Wilfon. 
The rafcal foon perceived the impreffion he had 
made, and managed matters fo as to fee her at a 
houfe where fhe went to drink tea with her gover- 
. nefs,—- This was the beginning of a correfpondence, 
_ which they kept up by means of a jade of a miller, 
who made and dreffed caps for the girls at the 
boarding-fchcol, When we arrived at Gloucefter, 
Liddy came_to ftay at lodgings with her aunt, and 
Wilfon bribed the maid to deliver a letter into her 
own hands; but it feems Jery had already acquired 
fo mach credit with the ere | (by what means he 
beft knows) that fhe carried the letter to him, and fo 
the whole plot was difcovered. The rath boy, with- 
out faying a word of the matter to me, went imme 
diately in fearch of Wilfon; and, I fuppofe, treated 
him with infolence enough. The theatrical hero was 
too far gone in romance to breok fuch ufgge : he re- 
, —  phed 
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plied in blank verfe, and a formal challenge enfued. 


They agreed to meet early next morning and decide - 


the difpute with fword and piftol. I heard nothing 


at all of the affair, till Mr. Morley came to my bed? | 


fide in the morning, and told me he was afraid my 


nephew was going to fight, as he had been over- — 


heard talking very loud and vehement with Wilfon 
at the young man’s lodgings the night before, ard 
afterwards went and bought powder and ball at a 
fhop in the neighbourhood. I got up immediately, 
and upon inquiry found he was juft gone out. I 
_ begged Morley to knock up the mayor, that he 
might interpole as a magiftrate, and in the mean 
time I hobbled after the fquire, whom I faw at.a 


diftance walking at a great pace towards the city gate - 


—in fpite of all my efforts, I could not come up 
till our two combatants had taken their ground, and 
were priming their piftols. An old houfe luckily 
fcreened me from their view ; fo that I rufhed upon 
them at once, before I was perceived. ‘They were 
both confounded, and attempted to make their efcape 
different ways; but Morley coming up with confta- 
bles at that inftant, took Wilfon into cuftody, and 
Jery followed him quietly to the mayor’s houfe. 
All this time I was ignorant of what had paffed the 
preceding day; and neither of the parties would dif- 


cover a tittle of the matter. The mayor obferved . 


that it was great prefumption in Wilfon, who was a 
{troller, to proceed to fuch extremities with a gen- 
tleman of family and fortune ; and threatened to com- 
mit him on the vagrant a@.—The young fellow 
buftled up with great fpirit, declaring he was a gen- 
tleman, and would be treated as fuch; but he refufed 
. to explain himfelf further. The mafter of the com- 
pany being fent for, and examined, touching the 
faid Wilfon, faid the young man had engaged with 
him at Birmingham about fix months ago; but never 
would take his falary; that he had behaved fo well 

| in 


~~. 
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in his private chara@ter, as to acquire the refpe@ and 
- good-will of all his acquaintance, and that the public 


.. | owned his. merit, as an actor, was altogether ex- 


‘traordinary.———After all, I fancy, he will turn out 
to be a run-away prentice from London.—The 
manager offered to bail him for any fum, provided 
he would give his word and honour that he would 
keep the peace; but the young gentleman was on his 
high ropes, and would by no means lay himfelf under 
any reftriGions: on the other hand, Hopefull was e- 
qually obftinate; till at length the mayor declared, 
that if they both refufed to be bound over, he would 
immediately commit Wilfon as a vagrant to hard 
labour. I own I was much pleafed with Jery’s be- 
haviour on this occafion: he faid that rather than 
Mr. Wilfon fhould be treated in fuch an ignominious 
manner, he would give his word and honour to 
profecute the affair no further while they remained 
at Gloucefter— Wilfon thanked him for his generous 
manner of proceeding, and was difcharged. On 
our return to our lodgings, my nephew explained 
the whole myftery; and I own I was exceedingly 
incenfed. Liddy being queftioned on the fubje@, 
and very feverely reproached by that wild-cat my 
fifter Tabby, firft fwooned away, then diffolving in 
a flood of tears, confeffed all the particulars of the 
correfpondence, at the fame time giving up three 
letters, which was all fhe had received from her ad- 
mirer. ‘The laft, which Jery intercepted, I fend you 
inclofed, and when you have read it, I dare fay you 
won’t wonder at the progrefs the writer had made in 
the heart of a fimple girl, utterly unacquainted with 
the charaGers of mankind. ‘Thinking it was high 
time to remove her from fuch adangerous conne@iion, 
I carried her off the very next day to Briftol; but the 
poor creature was fo frightened and fluttered, by our 
threats and expoftulations, that fhe fell si Hi 
: ourt 
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fourth day after our arrival at.Clifton, and continued 
fo ill for a whole week, that her Jifé was defpaired 
of. It was not till yeflerday that Dr. Rigge declar- 
ed her out of danger. ‘You cannot imagine what I 
have fuffcred, partly from the indifcretion of this 
oor child, but much more from the fear of lofing 
er entirely. This air ts intolerably cold, and the 
place quite folitary—I never go down to the weld 
without returning low-fpirited; for there I] meet 
with half a dozen poor emaciated creatures, with 
ghoftly looks, in the laft ftage of a confumptjon, 
who have made fhift to linger through the winter, 
like fo many exotic plants languifhing in a hot-houfe; 
but, in all appearance, will drop into their graves 
before the fun has warmth enough to mitigate the 
rigour of this ungenial fpring.—Ilf you think the 
Bath water will be of any fervice to me, I will go 
thither as foon as my niece can bear the motion of 
the coach.——<=-'Tell Barns I am obliged to him for 
his advice ; but don’t choofe to follow it. Lf Davis 
voluntarily offers to give up the farm, the other 
fhall have it; but ¥ will not begin at this time of 
day to diftrefs my tenants, becaufe they are unfor- 
tunate, and cannot make regular payments: ] 
wonder that Barns fhould think me capable of fuch 
oppreffion—As for Higgins, the fellow is a noto- 
rious poacher, to be fure ; and an impudent rafcal 
to fet his fnares in my own paddock ; but, I fup- 
pofe, he thought he had fome right (efpecially tn 
my abfence) to partake of what nature feems to 
have intended for commen ufe—you may threaten 
him in my name, as much as you pleafe, and if he 
repeats the offence, let rhe know it before you.hate 
recourfe to juftice.e-==[ know you are a great 
fportfman, and oblige many of your frierds.:. I 
need not tell you to make ufe of my greunds; but 
it may be neceffary to bint, that I’m more afraid 
_of my fowling piece than of my game. When you 
can 
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can fpare two or three brace of partridges, fend ther 
over by the flage coach, and tell Gwylhim that fle 
forgot to pack up my flannels and wide fhoes in the 
trunk-mail—I fhall trouble you as ufual, from time 
to time, till at laft 1 fuppofe you will be tired of 


correfponding with Ri ae eh 
: | Your affured friend, 


Clifton, April 17. M. BRAMBLE. 
IOCIOICIIOK HOR NORIIIIOK 
To. Mifs Lyp1a Mitrorp. _ 


MISS WILLIS has pronounced my doom 
am you are going away, dear Mifs Milford !-~you 
ave going te be removed, I know: not whither! what. 
fhall | do? which way fhall I turn fer confolation ? 
1 know not what I fay—sll night long have I been: 
toffed in 2 fea of doubts and fears, uncertainty and: 
diftraGion, without being able to conne& my 
thoughts, much lefs to form any confiftent plan of 

ondu@i—-I was even tempted to with that I had 
never feen you; or that you had been lefs amiable,: 
ar lefs compaffionate to your poor Wilfon; and yet 
it would be deteftable ingratitude in me to form 
fuch 3 with, confidering how much [am indebted 
to your goodnefs, and the ineffable pleafure I have 
derived from pe indulgence and approbatian—. 
Good God! I never heard your name mentioned. 
without emotion ! the moft diftant profpe& of being. 
admitted to your company, filled my whole foul wit 
a kindof pleafing alarm! as the time’ approached, 
my heart beat with redoubled force, and every nerve 
thrilled with a tranfport of expedation; but, 
when I found myfelf a@ually in your prefence ;— 
when I heard you fpeak ;—when I faw you {mile; 
when I beheld your Ses eyes turned favour- 


~ Voz. I. 
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ably upon me; my breaft was filled with fuch 


tumults of delight, as wholly deprived me of the 


power of utterance, and wrapt me in a delirium of. 


joy |——encouraged by your fweetnefs of temper 
and affability, I ventured to defcribe the feelings of 
my heart—even then you did not check my pre- 
fumption—you pitied my fufferings, and gave me 
leave to hope you put a favourable—perhaps 
too favourable a conftruGtion, on my appearance— 
certain it is, I am no player in love—I fpeak the 
language of my own heart ; and have no prompter 
but nature———Yet there is fomething in this 
heart, which I have not yet difclofed—I flattered 
myfelf—But, I will not—I muft not proceed— 
Dear Mifs Liddy ! for Heaven’s fake, contrive, if 
poflible, fome means of letting me fpeak to you: 
before you leave Gloucefter ; otherwife, I know 
not what will—But I begin to rave again—I will 


endeavour to bear this trial-with fortitude—while — 


I am capable of refleG@ing upon. your’ tendernefs 
and truth, I furely have no caufe to defpair—yet I 
am ftrangely affected. The fun feems to deny me 
light—-a cloud hangs over me, and there is a dread- 
ful weight upon my fpirits! While you ftay in this 
place, I thall continually hover about your.lodgings, 
as the parted foul is faid to linger about the grave 
where its mortal confort lies.—I knows: if it.is in 
your.power, you will tafk your humanity—your’ 
compaffion—fhall I add, your affeGtion }—in order 
to affuage the almoft intolerable difquiet that tor- 
ments the heart of your affli@ed, | 

. } H Be giao . ae ed gee oe ee: 
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To Sir Watkin Puititps, of Jefus college, | 
‘Oxon. | 


Hot-well, April 18. 
DEAR PHILLIPS, | 

I GIVE Manfel credit for his invention, in 
propagating the report that I had a quarrel witha 
mountebank’s merry Andrew at Gloucefter: ‘but I 
have too much refpe&t for every appendage of wit,’ 
to quarrel even with the loweft buffoonery’; and 
therefore I hope Manfel and I fhall always be good 
friends. Icannot, however, approve of his drown- 
ing my poor dog Ponto, on ‘purpefe to- convert’ 
Ovid’s pleonafm into a punning ‘epitaph—deerant 
quoque ‘Littora Ponto: for, that'he threwthim into: 
the Ifis, wher it was fo high and tmpetuods,: with’ 
no other view than to ‘kill the-fleas,‘is an excufé 
that wall not hold water—But I Jeavespoor Ponto 
to. his fate, and hope Providence will take care ta 
accommodate Mariel-with a drien deathy: ) 
As there is: nothing that.can be ‘called company‘ 
at the Well; I ami here ina ftate of abfolute rufti-: 
cation: ‘This, however, -gives’. me’ leifureto ob-' 
ferve the .fingularities in. my’ uncle’s: charaGtérs 
which feems to have interefted+your euriofity. 
The truth is, his difpofition and mine, which, like 
oil and vinegar, repelledone another at firft, have 
now begun to mix by dint of being beat up together, 
I wag once apt to-believe hima: complete Cynic: 
and that nothing but tHe neceflity-of his occafions 
could compel him to get ‘within the pale of fociety 
—Iam now of another opinion. Y think his pee- 
vifhnefs arifes partly from bodily pain, and partly. 
from:a natyral excefs of: mental fenfibility ; for, £ 
oa be B 2 ‘fuppofe, 
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fuppofe, the mind as well as the body, is in fome 

cafes endued with a morbid excefs of {enfation. 
_ T-was Vother day much diverted with a conver 
fation that paffed in the Pump-room, betwixt him 
and the famous Dr, L-——n, who is come to ply 
at the Well-for patients, My uncle was complain- 
ing of the ftink, occafioned by the vaft quantity of 
mud ard flime, which the river leaves at low ebb 
under the windows of the Pump-room. He ob- 
ferved, that the exhalations arifing from fuch a 
nuifance, could not but be prejudicial to the weak 
lungs of many confumptive patients, who came to 
drink the water. The Door pverhearing this 
snemark, made up to him, and affured him he was 
miftaken. He faid, people in-general were fo mif- 
led by vulgar prejudices, that philofophy was hard- 
ly fufficient to undeceive them. “Fhen humming 
thrice, he affumed a moft ridiculous folemnity of 
afpe&, and entered into a learned inveftigation of 
the -natuge of ftink. He obferved,, that. ftink, or 
fiersh, meant no more than a ftrong impreffion on 
the olfaftory nerves; and might be applied to fub- 
tances of the moft oppofite qualities; that in the 
Dutch langpage, finken fignified the moft sgreea- 
bie perfume, as well as the moft fetid. odour, as . 
appears.in Van Viowdel’s trenflation-of Horace, im 
that beautifal ode, Qyis multe gracilis, &c.—- The 
words liguidus perfujus odoribus, he tranflates vex 
civet &F mofebata geftinken: that individuals differed 
tate carlo in their epinierrof fmelts, which,. indead, 
was altogether as arbitrary.a5 the opinion of beamty'> 
that the French were pleafed wish the.putnid e@uvan 
of animal: food; and fo were the :-Hottentois in 
Africa, and the Savages in,Greenfand ; and that the: 
Negroes on the coaft of Senegal. would not touch 
fita till it was gotten y {trong prefumptions.infaveur- 
of what is generally called /fint, as thofe nations 
are in @ flate of nabure, uadebsched. by Jumrys 
| | " 3 unfeduced 
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unfeduced by whim and caprice: that he had reafon 
to believe the ftercoraceous flavour, condemned by © 
prejudice as a ftink, was, in fa&, moft agreeable to 
the organs of {melling ; for, that every perfon who 
pretended to naufeate the fmell of another’s excfeti- 
ons, fnuffed up his‘own with particular complacens 
cy ; for the truth of which he appealed to all the 
ladies and gentlemen then prefent: he faid, the inj 
habirants ot Madrid and Edinburgh found particular 
fatisfaGtion in breathing their own atmofphere, which 
was always impregnated with ftercoraceous effluvia : 
that the learned Dr. B—, in his treatife on the Four 

Digeftions, explains in what manner the volatile 

~ effluvia from the inteftines, ftimulate and promote 
the opetations of the aninial oeconomy: he affirmed, 

the laft Grand Duke of ‘Tufcany, of the Medici# 

family, who refined upon fenfuality with the fpirit 
ef a philofopher, was fo delighted with that odour, 
that he caufed the effence of ordure to be extra&ted, 

and ufed it as the moft delicious perfume: that he 
himfelf, (the doGtor) when he happened to be low- 
fpirited, or fatigued with bufinefs, found immediate 
relief and uncommon fatisfaGtion from hanging ovet 
the ftale contents of a clofe-ftool, while his fervant 
ftirred it about under his nofe ; nor was this effec 
to be wondered at, when we confider that this 
fubftance abounds with the felf-fame volatile falty 
that are fo greedily fmelled to by the moft deheate 
mvalids, after they have been extraGted and fublimet 
by the chernifts——- By this time the company be- 
gan to hold their nofes; but the do€or, without ta- 
king the leaft notice of this fignal, proceeded to fhew; 
that many fetid fubftances were not only apreeable 
bat falutaty'; fuch as affafetida, and other medteinat 
gumis, refins, roots, and vegetables, over and above 
burnt feathers, tanpits, candle fnuffs, fe. In thort; 
he ufed many learned‘arguments to perfuade his au~ 
a. == B 3. dience 
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dience out of their fenfes; and from tench made a 
tranfition to f/tb, which he affirmed was.alfo a mif- 
taken idea, in as much as objets fo called, were no 
other than certain modifications of matter, confitt- 
ing of the fame principles that enter into ‘the com- 
pofition of all created effences, whateves they may 
be: that in the filthieft. produ@ton of nature, a 
philofopher confidered nothing but the earth, water, 
falt, and air of which it was compounded; that, for 
his own part, he had no more objeGion to drinking 
the dirtieft ditch water, than he had to a glafs of wa- 
ter from the Hot Well, provided he was affured there 
was nothing poifonous in the concrete. .*Fhen ad- 
dreffing-himfelf to my uncle, “ Sir, (faadthe) you 
‘s feem to be of a dropfical babit,.and probably will 
«« foon have a confirmed afcites: if I fhould be pre- 
«¢ fent when you are tapped, I will give you a con- 
«< vincing proof.of what I affert, by drinking with-- 
‘¢ out hefitation the water that comes out of your 
«* abdbmen.””——— The ladies made wry faces at this 
declaration, and-my uncle, changing colour, told htm 
he-did not defire arty fuch proof of his philofophy :: ° 
« But I fhould be glad to know (faid he) what 
«¢ makes you think I am of a dropfical habit ?”? ¢* Sir, 
ss | beg pardon, (replied:the doGtor) I perceive your 
«¢ ancles are fwelled, and you feem to have the facies 
“6 leucopblegmatica. Perhaps, indeed, your diforder 
“may be.cedematous, or gouty, or it may be the 
‘6 Jues' vénereas if you have any reafon to flatter 
“«s yourfelf ‘t is this laft, fir, I will undertake to cure 
<* you with three fmall pills, even if the difeafe 
«© fhould have attained its utmoft inveteracy. Sir, 
<6 it is an arcanum which I have difcovered, and 
«© prepared with infinite labour.—Sir, I have late-. 
<s ly cured a-woman in Briftol—a common pro- 
‘¢ ftitute, fir, who had got all the worft fymptoms 
‘6 of the diforder ; fuch as nodi, topbi, and gum- 

. - “© matay 
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“< mata, verruce, crifle Galli, and a ferpiginous | 


‘ eruption, or rather a pocky itch-all over her 
‘“< body. ——~By that time the had taken the fecond 
s¢ pill, fir, by Heaven! fhe was as fmooth as my 
‘¢ hand, and the third made her as found and as 
“¢ frefh as a new born infant.”? ¢ Sir, (cried my 
“uncle peevifhly) I have no reafon to flatter my- 
‘¢ felf that my diforder comes within the efficacy of 
‘ your noftrum. But; this patient you talk of, 
may not be fo found at bottom as yeu imagine.” 
‘¢ I can’t poffibly be miftaken: (rejoined the phi- 
‘¢ lofopher) for I have had communication with 
her three times—I always afcertain my cures in 
‘¢ that manner.”? At this remark, all the ladies 
retired to another corner of the room, and fome of 
them began to fpit—As to my uncle, though he 
was ruffled at firft by the do@or’s faying he was 
dropfical, he could not help fmiling at this ridicu- 
lous confeffion, and, I fuppofe, with a view to 
punifh this original, told him there was a wart upon 
his nofe, that: looked a little fufpicious. ** I don’t 
‘s* pretend to be a judge of thofe matters ; (faid he) 
«© but [ underftand that warts are often produced 
“s by the diftemper; and that one upon your nofe 
sé feems to have taken poffeflion of the very key- 
“© ftone of the bridge, which I ‘hope is in no danger 
« of falling.” L 
at this remark, and affured him it was nothing: but 
a common excrefcence of the cuticula, but that the 
bones were all found below ; for the truth of this 
affertion he appealed to the touch, defiring he would 
feel the part. My uncle faid it was a matter of fuch 
delicacy to meddle with a gentleman’s nofe, that he 
declined the office—upon which, the Do@or turn- 
ing to me, intreated me to do him that favour. I 
complied with his requeft, and handled it (0 rough- 
ly, that he fneezed, and the tears ray down his 

B 4 cheeks, 


n feemed a little confounded 
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cheeks, to the no fmall entertainment of the com- 
pany, and particularly of my uncle, who burift out 
a-laughing for the firit time fince I have been with 
him; and took notice, that the part feemed to be 
very tender. ** Sir, (cried the Door) it is nata- 
‘* rally a terider part; but to remove all poffibility 
“© of doubt, I will take off the wart this very night.” 

So faying, he bowed with great folemmnity all 
round, and retired to his own lodgings, where he 
applied cauftic to the wart; but it fpread in fuch a 
manner as to produce a confiderable inflammation, 
attended with an enormous fwelling; fo that when 
he next appeared, his whole face was overfhadowed 
by this tremendous nozzle; and the rueful eagernefs 
with which he expleined this unlucky accident, was 
Judicrous beyond all defcription..c-—1 was much 
pleafed with meeting the original of a charaer, 
which yon and I have often laughed at in defcrip- 
tion; and what furprizes me very much, I find the 
features in the pictures which has. been drawn for 
hin, rather foftened than over-charged—. 

As I have fomething elfe to fay 3 and this better 
has run to an unconfcionable length, [ fliall now 
give you a little refpite, and trouble you again by 
the very firit poft. 1 with you would take it in 
your head 40 retaliate thefe double ftrokes upon 


Your’s always, 


J. Menrorp. 
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_ BANSREBAND CRANES CRANSD: CBANSBCEN IED 
‘To Sir. Watkin PHILLIPS, of Jefus 

we - college, Oxon. os . 
Hot. Well, ‘April 20. 


. DEAR KNIGHTS. | ~ : 
INOW fit down ‘to execute the threat in the 
tail of my laft, The truth is, ] am big with the 
' fecret, and long to be deliveted. Jt relates to my 
guardian, who, you Know, is at prefent our ptin~ 
cipal obje@ ini Views. = be: | 
- T’other day, 1 thought I had: dete&ted nm in 
{uch a ftate of frailty, as would but ill becorhe his 
years and charaG&ter. There is a-decent fort of 2 
woman, not difagreeable in her perfony that comes: 
to the Well, with a poor emaciated child, far gone 
in a confamption, I had caught my uncle’s eyes. 
feveral times diteGed to this perfons witha very 
fufpicious expreffion in them,’ and every time he 
faw -himfelf obferved, he haftily withdrew. them). 
wrth évidént marks of confufion I refolved to 
watch him more nartowly; and faw him {peaking _ 
to her privately in a corner of the walk. . At length, 
going down to the Well one day, I met her half: 
way up the hill’to Cliltons and:could hot help fuf-- 
pecting fhe was goitig to our ledgings by appoint 
Thent, a6 it was about one o’clock, the hour when: 
my fitter and I aré genetdlly at the Pump-room.—. 
This notion:exciting my cutiehty, I returned by a- 
back hiv atid gdt unperceéived into my own cham-- 
ber, which is contigdous to my’ wnclé’s apartment. 
_ Sure enough, the woman was. introduded, | but not: 
into his bed-chambet ; he gave her. audience in a: 
parlour; fo that l was obliged to fhift: my ftatibn- 
té‘ahother réom, wherd,. however, there was 4. 
fmall: chink in the pditition, thrdugk which I could. 
pefteive what pafied—My. uncle though alittle 


B 5 lame, 
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lame, rofe up when fhe came in, and fetting a chair 
for her, defired fhe would fit down ; then he afked 
if fhe would take a dith of chocolate, which fhe 
declined, with- much acknowledgment. - After. a 
fhort paufe, he faid, in a croaking tone of voice, 
which confounded me not a little, «* Madam, I am 
‘© truly concerned for your misfortynes ; and if this 
‘* trifle can be of any. fervice to you, 4 beg you. will 
«< accept it without ceremony.’”? So faying, he 
put a bit of paper into her hand, which fhe opening 
with great trepidation, , exclaimed in an ecftafy, 
«¢ Twenty pounds! O, fir!’? and finking down 
upon a fettee, fated away—Frightened at this fit, 
and, I fuppofe, afraid of calling for affiftance, left 
her fituation fhould give rife to unfavourable con- 
jeGtures, he ran about the room in diftraction, 
making frightful grimaces.; and, at length, had 
recolleGtion enough to throw a little water -in her 
face ; by which application fhe: was brought to 
herfelf.: but; then her feeling took another turn,. 
She fhed a flood of tears, and cried aloud, “*- [know 
¢¢ not who. you are: but, fure——worthy fir !—= 
«s generous fir '!—the diftrefs of me and my, poor 
s¢ dying child—QOh! if the widow’s prayers—if 
«s the orphan’s tears of gratjtude can aught avail—- 
‘© gracious Providence !|—Bleffings! fhower down 
«s eternal bleflings—’’ Here fhe was. interrupted 
by my uncle, who muttered in-a voice ftill more-and 
more difcordant, «* For Heaven’s fake be quiet, 
“¢ madam—confider—=the people of the houfe—-- 
«¢ *fdeath |. can’t you”? All this time fhe,was 
ftruggling to.throw herfelf on her knees, while he,' 
feizing her 'by.the wrifts, endeavoufed to feat her 
upon the fettee,. faying, “- Pr’ythee—good naw-- 
«hold your.tongue+’’ ‘At that: inftant,, whe, 
fhould burft into the room but our aunt Tabby ! of 
all antiquated maidens the moft diabolically capri- 
cious—-Ever prying into other people’s affairs, At 
, ha 


HUMPHRY:-CLINKER. 35 


had feen the woman‘enter, and followed her to the 
door, where fhe ftood liftening, but probably could 
hear nothing diftin@ly, except my uncle’s laft ex- 
clamation ; at which fhe bounced into the parlour 
in a violent rage, that dyed the tip of’her nofe of ‘4 
purple hue,—‘*' Fy upon you, Matt! (cried fhe) 
‘¢ what doings are thefe, to-difgrace your own cha- 
«¢ ra@er, and difparage your family >=” Then, 
{natching the bank-note out of the ftranger’s hand} 
fhe went on—** How now, twenty pounds !—heré 
‘¢ is temptation with a 'witnefs !—-—-Good woman, - 
“‘ go about your bufinefs—Brother, brother, ¥ 
‘¢ know not which moft to admire; yout concu- 
‘¢ piflins, or your extravagance |—-” « Good Godj 
‘< (exclaimed the poor woman) fhall a worthy’ gen- 
- tleman’s charaéter fuffer for an ation, that doés 
‘* honour to’ humanity ?”? By this time, uncle’s 
indignation was effectually roufed. His face grew 
pale, his teeth chattered, and his eyes flafhed— 
<* Sifter, -(cried he, in‘a voice like thunder) [ vow 
«© to God, your impertinence is exceedingly pro- 
*¢ voking.”? With thefe words, he took her: by 
the hand, and, opening the door of communication, 
thruft her into the chamber where I ftood, fo af- 
fe&ted by the fcene, that the tears ran down my 
cheeks. Obferving thefe marks of emotion, « I 
*¢ don’t wonder (faid fhe) to fee you concerned at 
* the’ back-flidings of fo near a relation; a man of 
‘* his years and infirmities: Thefe are fine doings, 
“* truly—This is a rare example, fet by a guardian, 
‘‘ for the benefit of his pupilsMonftrous! in- 
“* congrous ! fophiftical !”—=[ thought it was but 
an a& of juftice to fet her to rights; and therefore 
explained the myftery—But fhe would not be un- - 
deceived. ‘* What! (faid fhe) would you go for 
‘¢ to offer, for to arguefy me out of my fenfes ? 
¢¢ Did’n’t I hear him whifpering to-her to hold her 
«6 tongue? Did’n’t I fee her in ee I 

sé fee 
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« fee him ftruggling to throw her upon the couch ? 
s¢ © filthy! -hideoys! abominable! Child, child, 
¢< talk not to me of charity.—— W ho gives twenty 
‘> pounds inmcharity ?-But' you are a ftripling-~— 
«© You know nothing of the world—Befides, cha- 


s¢ pity begins at honx-—T wenty pounds would buy | 


© me a-complete fuit of flowered filk, trimmings 
“and all—"” In fhort, I quitted the room, my 
¢outempt for her, and my refpe@ for her brother, 
being increafed in the fame proportion, I have 
fince been informed, that the perfon, whom my 
uncle {o. generoufly relieved, is the wilew of an 
enfign, who has nothing te depend,upon but the 


pesfton of fifteen pounds 9 year. The. people of . 


the Well-houfe gwe her an excellent chara&er, 
She ladges in a gatret, and works very hard at 
piain-work, to fupport her daughter, who is dying 
ef a confumption, I muft own, to my thame, I 
fee} a ftrong inclination to follow my uncle’s ex- 
amaple, in relieving this poor widow; but, betwixe 
friends, I am afraid of being dete&ied ip a weaknefss 
that might entail the ridicule ef the company upon, 


Dear Phillips, 
Yours always, 
4 : Sp Mieavane: 
heayetesmaisr Pe 
Bath ; and remeraber 


. me to all-eur fellow-_ 


To Dr. LEWIS. 
- Hot Well, April 20. 


I UNDERSTAND your hint. There are 
my fteries in phyfick, as well as in religion; which 
- we of the profane have no right to inveftigate—A 
man muft not prefume to ufe his reafon, unlefs he 
bas ftudied the categories, and caa chop logic by 
mode and. figure--Between friends, | think, every 
mar of tolerable parts ought, at my time of day, to 
‘be both phyfician and lawyer, as far as his own cons 

ftitution and property are concerned. For my own 
part, I have had an hofpital thefe fourteen years 
within myfelf, and ftudied my own cafe with the 
moft painful attention; confequently may be fuppofed~ 
_ to know fomething of the matter, although | have 
not taken regular courfes of phyfrology et cetera et 
cetera.—tin fhort, I have for fometime been of opi- 
nion, (no offence, dear do@or) that the fum of all 
your medical difcoveries amounts to this, that the 
more you fludy the lefs you know.~-} have read all 
that has been written on the Hot Wells, and whap 
I can colle& from the whole, ts, that the water con« 
tains nothing but.a little falt, and calearious earth, 
mixed in fuch inconfiderable proportion, as can have 
very little, if any, effe& on the animat oeconomy. 
This being the cafe, I think, the man deferves to be 
fitted with a cap and bells, who, for fuch a paltry 
advantage as this fprmg affords, facrifices his predci- 
ous time, which might be employed in taking more 
efie&iual remedies, and: expofes himfelf to -the dirt; 
the ftench, the chilling blatte, and perpetaal rains, 
that render this ay ta me Mitolerable. If thefe 
waters, froma imall degree Ob aiteioicy: Ae of 
ome 
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fome fervice in the diabetes, diarrhea, and night 
fweats, when the fecretions are tao much encreéated, 
muft not they do harm in the fame proportion, 
where the humours are obftruGted, as in the affbma, 
fcuroy, gout, and dropfy ?—Now we talk of the 
dropfy, here is a ftrange, fantaftical oddity, one of 
our brethren, who harangues every day in the 
Pimp fonhh as if’ he was hired to give leGures:on 
all fubje&s whatfoever—I know not what to make 
of hime———-Sometimes he makes fhrewd remarks ; 
at other times, he talks like the greateft fimpleton in 
nature—He has read a great. deals; but without 
method or judgment, and digefted nothing.. He 
believes every thing he has read; efpecially if it has 
any thing of the marvelous in it; and his converfation 
is a furprifing hotch-potch of erudition and extrava- 
gance.=——— He told me t’other day, with great con- 
fidence, that my cafe was dropfical; or, as he called 
jt, leucopblegmatic: A fure fign, that his want of 
experience is equal to:his prefumption; ‘for, you 
know, there is nothing analagous to the dropfy in my 
diforder—I with thofe impertinent fellows, with 
their ricketty underftandings, would keep their ad- 
vice for thofe that afk ite——-Drop/y, indeed! Sure 
I have nat lived to the age of fifty-five, and had fuch. 
experience of my own diforder, :and confulted you: 
and other eminent phyticians, fo often, and fo long, 
to be undeceived by fuch a—But,.without all doubr, 
the man is mads and, therefore, what‘he fays is of 
no confequence. I had, yefterday, a vifit from 
Higgins; who came hither under the terror of your 
threats, atid broughtme as a prefent a brace of hares; 
which he owned he took in my own ground; and 
could not perfuade-the fellow that:he did: wrong, -or- 
that, I would ever: profecute him for poaching—¥ 
muft defire you will wink ihard at the praGtices ‘of 
this rafcallion; .otherwife I fhall be: plagued with: 
his prefents; which coft me morse than they are 
worth, 
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worth.—If I could wonder at any thing Fitzowen 
does, I fhould be furprifed at his 'affurance, in defiring 
he to folicit my vote for him, at the next eletion 
or the county: for him, who oppofed me on the 

like occafion, with the moft illiberal competition— 
You may tell hjm civilly, that I beg to be excufed. 
Direa your next for me at Bath, whither I propofe 
to-remove to-morrow; not only on my own account, 
but for the fake of my niece, Liddy; who ts like to 
relapfe. The poor creature fell into a fit yefterday, 
while I was cheapening a pair of {peGtacles, with a 
jer -pedlar.—I.am afraid: there is fomething ftill 
urking in that little heart of her’s; whieh,] hope a. 

_ change of objeGs will remove. . Let me know what. 

- you-think of this half-witted Do&tor’s 'mpertinent,, 
ridiculous, and abfurd notion of my diforder—So far. 
from being dropfical, I am as lank in the belly asa 
grey-hound; and, by meafuring my. ancle with a 
pack-thread, I find the {welling fubfides every day—, 
From fuch do&ers, good Lord deliver us !—I have: 
not yet taken any lodgings in Bath ;-becaufe there we. 
can be-accemmadated at a minute’s warning, and I. 
fhall choofe for myfelf—I need not fay your direc-. 
tions for drinking and. panne will be pereeable: 
to, i) 
‘Dear Lewis, 


yours ever, er ee 


Mare. Bee. 


P.S. I forgot to tell you, that sie 


.. my right ancle pits: a kt 

e., fymptom, as J take.tt, of — a ee 

Its. being. oedematous a i ge? Cod 
+ deneepblegmatie. te de 


a ste 
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To Mie Larry Witrts, at Gloucefter. | 
| Hot Well, Apfil ar. 


MY DEAR LETTY, | 

I DID not intend to trouble you again, till we 
fhould be fettled at Bath; but having the occafion 
of Jarvis, I could not tet it flip, efpecially as 1 have 
fomething extraordinary to communicate—O, thy 
dear conipanion! what fhall LT teH you? for feveral 
days p2ft there was a Jew-looking man, that plied 
at the Wells with a box of fpectacles; and he sabe by 
eyed me fo earneftly, that I began to be very uneafy. 
At laft, he came to our lodgings at Clifton, and hin- 
gered about the doof, as it he wanted to fpeak to 
fomebody lf was feized with an odd kind of flut- 
tering, and begged Win to throw herfelf in his way: 
but the poor girl has weak nerves, and was afraid of 
His beard. My uncle, having occafion for néw* 
glaffes, called hit up ftairs, and was trying a pair 
of fpeQacles, whén the man, advancing to me faid,’ 
in a whifper—O gracious! what d’ye think he faid? 
—* Tam Wilfon!”’ His featurés (truck me that very 
moment=——it was Wilfon, fure enough! but fo 
difguifed, that it would have beef impoffible to know 
him, if my heart had not aflifted in the difcovery. 
I was {6 furprifed, dnd (o frightened, that I fainted 
away ; but foon recovered; and found myfelf fup-_ 
ported by him on the chit, while ory uncle was'run-' 
ning about the room, with the fpe@acles on his pofe, 
calling for help. I had'nd opportatiity to fpéak to 
him; but our looks were fafficientty expreffive. He 
was payed for his glaffes, and went away.’ Fen I 
told Win who he was, and fent her after him to the 
Pump-room; where fhe {poke to him, and begged 


,) 
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him in my name to withdraw from the place, tht 
he might not incur the fufpicion of my uncle or my 


brother, if he did not want to fee ‘me die of terror. 


and vexation. The poor youth declared, with 
_ tears in his eyes, that he had fomething extraordi- 
nary to communicate; and afked, if fhe would 
. deliver a letter to me: but this the abfolutely ré- 
fufed, by my order.-—Finding her obftinate in -her 
réefufal, he defired fhe would tell me, that he was 
no longer a player, but a gentleman; in which 
chara@ter he would very foon avow his pafhon for 
me, without fear of cenfure or reproach—Nay, he 
even difcovered his name end family ; which, to 
' my great grief, the fimple girl forgot, in the cot- 
fufion occaftoned by her being feen talking to him 
_by my brother; who ftopt her on the road, and 


‘aiked what bufinefs fhe had with. that raf =y Jew 


~—She pretended fhe was cheapening a ftay-hook ; 
but was thrown inte fech a quandary, that fhe 
forgot the moft material part of the information; 
and when fhe came home, went into an hyfteric fit 
of laughing. This tranfaction happened three days 
ego, during which he has nat appeared ; fo that I 
fuppofe he is gone. Dear Letty! you fee how 
Fortine takes pleafure in perfecuting your poor 
friend. If you thould fee him at’ Gloucefter—or if 


you have feen him, and ‘know his real name and. 


family, pray keep me no longer in fufpenfe— And 
ba if he is under no obligation to -keep him‘elf 
onger concealed, and has a real affe€tion for me, ~I 
fhould hope he will, ina little time, declare himfelf 
to my relations. Sure, tf there is nothing unfuit- 
able in the match, they won’t be fo cruel as to 
thwart my inclinatione+O what happinels would 
then be my portion{ I can’t help indulging the 
thought, and pleafing my fancy with fuch agreeable 
ideas; which, after all, perhaps,‘ will never be 
sealifed-—But, why fhould I defpair ? who seat 

‘ what 
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what will happen?—We fet out for Bath to-mor- 
row, and I am almoft forry for it; as I begin to be 
in love with folitude, and this is a charming roman- 
tic place. The air is fo pure; the Downs are fo 
agreeable; the furze in full bloffomy the ground 
enamelled with: daifies, and primrofes, and cow- 
Tips; all the trees burfting into leaves, and the 
hedges already clothed with their vernal livery ; 
the mountains covered with flocks of fheep, and 
tender bleating wanton lambkins playing, frifking 
and fkipping from fide to fide ; the groves refound 
with the notes of black-bird, thrufh, and linnet ; 
and all night long fweet Philomel pours forth her 
ravifhingly deltghtful fong. Then, for variety, 
we go down to the nymph of Briffol fpring, where 
the company is affembled before dinner; fo good- 


natured, fo free, fo eafy ; and there we drink the 


water fo clear, fo pure; fo mild, fo charmingly 
maukifh. ‘There the fun is fo chearful and reviv- 
ing; the weather fo foft ; ‘the’ walk fo agreeable ; 
the profpe& fo amufing ; and the fhips and boats 
going up.and down the river, clofe under the wit 
dows of the Pump-room, afford fuch an enchanting 
variety of moving pi@ures, as require a much abler 
pen than mine to defcribe. To make this place a 
perfe&t paradife to me, nothing is wanting but an 
agreeable companion and fincere friend; fuch as 
my dear mifs Willis hath been, and I hope ftill will 
be, to her ever faithful 


Lyp1ra MELForD. 


Dire@ for me, ftill under co-. 
ver, to Win; and Jarvis 
will take-care to convey it 
fafe. Adicu. 


~~ 
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To Sir Watkin Puttirps, of Jefus college, 
Oxon. 


Bath, April 24. 


DEAR PHILLIPS, es a 7: 

YOU have, indeed, reafon to be furprifed, that 

I fhould have concealed my correfpondence with mifs 
Blackerby from you, to whom I difclofed all my other 
connexions of that nature; but the truth is, L neyer 
dreamed of any fuch commerce, till your laft informed 
me, that it had preduced fomething which could not 
be much longer concealed. It js a lucky circumftance, 
' however, that her reputation will not fuffer.any de- 
triment, but rather derive advantage from the difco- 
very ;. which will prove, at leaft, that it is not quite 
fo rotten, as moft people imagined—For my, awn 
part, I declare to you, in all the fincerity of friend- 
fhip, that, far from having any amorous intercourfe 
with the obje& in queftion, I never had the leaft acs 
quaintance with her perfon ; but, if fhe ts really in 
’ the condition you defcribe, I fufpect Manfel to be at 
the bottom of the whole. His vifits to that fhrine 
were no fecret ; and this attachment, added to fome 
good offices, which you know he has done me, fince 
left Aima-mater, give mea right to. believe bim ca- 
pable of faddling me with this fcandal, when my 
back was turned——<. Neverthelefs, if my name can 
be of any fervice to him, he is welcome to make 
ufe of it; and if the woman fhould be abandoned e- 
nough to fwear. his.bantling to me, I mutt beg the 
. favour of you to compound with the parifh: I fhall 
pay the penalty without repining ; and you will be 
{o good as to draw upon me immediately for the fum 
required——On this occafion, I a@ by the eet 

; ) 
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of my uncle ; who fays, I fhall have good-luck if E 
pafs through life without being obkged ‘to make 
many more compofitions of the fame kird. The 
old gentleman told me laft night, with great good: 
humour that betwixt the age of twenty and forty, 
he had been obliged to provide for nine baftardsy. 
{worn to-him by women whom he never faw—Mr. 
Bramble’s charaG@er, which feems to intereft you- 
greatly, opens and improves upon me every day.— 


_ His fingularities afford a rich mine of entertainment : 


his underflanding, fo far as I can judge, is well 
cultivated: his obfervations on life are equally jut, 
pertinent, and uncommon. He affects mifanthro- 
phy, in order to conceal the fenfibility.of a hearty 
Which is tender, even to a ‘degree of -‘weaknefs: 
This delicacy of feeling, or forenefs of the minds 
makes him timnorous and fearful; but then he is 
afraid of fothing fo much as of difhonour ; and 
although he is exceedingly cautious of giving ofé 
fence, he will fire at the leaft hint of infolence or 
ill-breeding.—Refpe@table as he is, upon the whole, 
T. can’t help being fometimes diverted by his little 


‘diftreffes ; which provoke him to let fly the thafts 


of his fatire, keen and penetrating as the arrows of 
Teucer—Our aunt, Tabitha, aGs upon him as a 
perpetual grind-ftone—-She is, in all refpedts, 2 
ftriking contraft to her brother—But I referve her 
portrait for another occafion. oo 

Three days ago we ¢ame hither from the Hot 
Well, and took poffeffion of ‘the firft floor of a 
lodging-houfe, on the’ South Parade; a fituation 
which my uncle chofe, for its being near the Bath, 
aiid remote from the noife of carriages. He was 
fearce warm in the lodgings when he called for his 
hight cap, his wide fhoes, and flannel s’ and declar- 
ed himfelf invefted with the gout in his right foot ; 


‘though, 1 believe, it had as yet reached no farther 


than his imagination. It was not long before he - 
hed 
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thad reafon to repent his premature declaration ; for 
-our aunt. Labitha found means to make fuch a cla- 
smour and contufion, before the flannels could be 
produced from the trunk,. that. one would. have 
imagined the houfe was on fire. All this time, 
aincle fat boiling with impatience, biting his fingers, 
throwing up his eyes, and muttering ejaculations ; 
at length he burft into a kind of convulfive laugh, 
after. which he hummed a fong; and when the 
hurricane was over, exclaimed, ‘« Blefled be God 
“ for all things!” This, however, was but the 
seginning of his.troubles. Mrs. Tabitha’s favou- 
rite dog Chowder, having paid his compliments to 
- .afemale turn-fput; of his own {pecies, m the kit- 
chen, involved himfelf in a quarrel with no fewer 
than five rivabs, who fet upon him at once, and 
drove hiny up ftairs to. the dining-room doér, - with’ 
hideous ‘noife : -there our sunt and hey woman, tak- 
isg:arms.in his defence, joined the concert ; which’ 
hecams: traly: diabolical. This tray being with’ 
difficulty fuppredied,: by the intervention of eur 
own foot-man-and the cook-maid of the houfe, the 
*fqnire had juft opened his mouth, to expoftulate 
With Tabby, ‘when the town-waits, in the paffage’ 
below; ftrock!.up: thew mufick, {if mufick 1 may’ 
te catled) with foch a fudden burit: of :found, a» 
made him ftart and ftare, >with marks.of indignation 
and difquict. ‘He had recetlection enough. to fend 
his fervant with fome meney to filence thofe noify 
intrpders; iand they wese immediately difmiffed, 
though riot: without fame oppo§tion om the part of 
Tabitha, whe thought .it ‘but reafonable that he: 
fhould have more mofick for his money, Scatce 
had -he:‘fettled: this :kaosty point,: when a- flrange’ 
kind of thumping. aed bouncing was heard iene. 
over-hhead, in the fecond flory, fo toud:and violent: 
as to thake. the whole buiding. LownI was ex~ - 
cotdisgiy provoked gt this new alarms and before 


; my 


46 Tur EXPEDITION of’ 


my uncle had time to exprefs himfelf on the fubje@, 
Iran up ftairs, ‘to fee what was the matter. Find- 
ing the room-door open, |. entered without: cere- 
mony,.and perceived an obje&, which I cannot 
now recolle@ without laughing to excefs—It was a 
dancing-mafter, with his fcholar, in the a@ of 
teaching. The matter was blind of one eye, and 
lame of one foot, and led about the room his pupil ; 
who ‘feemed to be about the age of three-fcore, 
{looped mortally, was tall, raw-boned, hard-fa- 
voured, with a woollen-night-cap on his head ; and 
he had ftript off his coat, that-he might be more 
nimble in -his motions——Finding himfelf intruded 
upon, by a perfon he did not-‘know, he forthwith 
girded himfelf with a long iron fword, and advanc- 
ing to me, with a peremptory air, pronounced, in 
a‘ true Hibernian accent, ‘* Mifter What.d’ye cal- 
‘lum, by my faoul -and -confcience, I am very 
‘* glad to- fea you, if: you are after coming in the 
‘¢ way of friendthip 5; and indeed, ind amdeed nows. 
“¢.] believe. you-are my friend fure enough, gra; 
«¢ though I never had the Konour to fea your face 
‘¢ before, my dear; for. becaafe you come like a 
 friead, without any ceremony:at ail, at all—” I 
told -him-the nature of :my.viGt would not admit of 
ceremony’; that: 1 wad.come'to défire he would 
make lefs noife, as there was a fick gentleman below;: 
whom he had ro right: to difturs. with fuch prepof- 
terous doings..:. “ Why,. look-ye now; young 
«© gentleman, (replied this original) perhaps, upon. 
ss another occafion,. I might fhiviky.requeft you to: 
‘explain. the. maining: of ‘that -hand word, pxepaf- 
“6 tereus : but there’s a time for alt thingey ho-: 
“© ney! . So -faying, -he-pafled:me with great. 
agility, and; running down ftairs, found our foot 
man at the dining-room door, of whom he demand: 
ed admittance, to pay his refpeés te the ftranger. 
As the fellow..did. not. think -proper to.refofe the 

; | | . requeit 
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requeft of fuch a formidable figure, he was imme- 


diately introduced, and addreiled himfelf to my 
uncle in thefe words: “ Your humble fervant, 
<¢ good fir—I’m, not fo prepafferous, as your fon 
<¢ calls it, but I know the rules of fhivility-=I’m 
«sa poor knight of Ireland, my name is fir Ulic’ 
s¢..Mackilligut, of the county of Galway ; being 
s* your fellow-lodger, I’m come to pay my re- 
‘¢ {peGs, and to welcome you to the South Parade, 
“s. and to offer my beft fervices to you, and your 
*¢ good. lady,.and your pretty daughter; and even: 
‘sto the young gentleman your fon, though he 
« thinks me a prepafferous fellow— You mutt 
«¢ know I am to have the honour to open a ball next: 
«6. door to-morrow with lady Mac Manus; and 
«6, being rufted in my dancing, | was refrefhing my: 
‘¢ memory with a little exercife; but if I had: 
‘¢ known there was a fick perfon. below, - by Chrift ! 
‘¢ I-would have fooner. danced a hornpipe upon my 
‘6 own:head, than walk the fofteft minuet over. 
‘6 yours.”——My uncle, who was not a little ftartled: 
at his firft appearance, received his compliment 
with great complacency, infifted upon his being’ 
feated, thanked him for the honour of his vifft, and: 
reprimanded: me for my abrupt expoftulation with 
a gentleman of his rank and chara@er, Thus tu~) 
tored, I afked pardon of the knight, who, forthwith? 
ftarting up,. embraced me fo clofe, that I could. 
hardly breathe; and affured me, he loved me as 
his own foul. At length, recolle&ting his night-cap, 
he pulled it off in-fome confufion; and, with. his. 
bald-pate uncovered, made a thaufand apologies td: 


the ladies,..as he retired —At that inftant, the Abbey’ 


bells begasi-to ring fo loud, that wecould not hear’ 
one. another fpeak; and this peal, as we afterwards: 
learned, was for the honour of Mr. Bullock, an emi- 
nent cow-keeper of ‘Tottenham, who had juft arrived: 
at Bath, to drink the waters for..indigeftion. Mr.. 
2 Bramble 


! 
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Bramble had not time to make his remarks upon the 
agreeable nature of this ferenade, before his ears 
were faluted with another concert that interefted 
him more nearly. Two negroes, belonging to a 


_ Creole gentleman, who lodged in the fame houfes 


taking their {tation at a window in the ftair-cafes 


_. about ten feet from our dining-room door, began to 
' praGiice upon the French-horn; and being in the 


very firft rudiments of execution, produced fuch 
difcordant founds, as might have difeompofed the 
organs of an afs—--You may guefs what effeQ- 
they had upon the irritable nerves of uncle; who, 
with the moft admirable expreffion of fplenetic fur- 
prize in his countenance, fent his man to filence 
thofe dreadful blafts, and defire the muficians to 
pradtife in fome other place, as they had no right to 
ftand there and difturb all the lodgers in the houfe. 
Thofe fable performers, far from taking the hint,: 
and withdrawing, treated the meffenger with great 
infolence; bidding him carry his compliments to 
their mafter, colonel Rigworm, who would give 
him a proper anfwer, and a good drubbing into 
the bargain; in the mean time they continued their 
noife, and even endeavoured to make it more dif. 
agreeable; laughing between whiles, at the thoughts 
of being able to torment their betters with impunity, 
Our ’fquire;, incenfed at the additional infult, im- 
mediately difpatehed the fervant, with bis compli- 
ments to colonel Rigworm; requefting that he 
would order his blacks to be quiet, as the noife they 
made was altogether intolerable—To this meflage, 
the Creole colonel replied, that his horns had a right 
to found on 2 common ftait-cafe; that there they 
fhould: play for his diverfion ; and that thefe who did. 


not ike the noife, might look for lodgings elfe~ 


where. Mr. Bramble no fooner received this reply, _ 
than: his eyes began to gliften, his face grew pale, 

and his teeth chatterad. After a moment’s paufe, 
A AG he 
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he flipt on his thoes, without {peaking a word, or 
feeming to feel any further ditturbance from the 
gout in his toes. Then, {natching his cane, he 


' opened the door and proceeded to the place where 


the black trumpeters were pofted. There, without 
further hefitation, he began to belabour them both 3 
and exerted himfelf with fuch aftonif{hing vigour 
and agility, that both their heads and horns were 
broken in a twinkling, and they ran howling down 
{tairs to their mafter’s parlour door. ‘lhe {quires 
following them half way, called aloud, that the 
colonel might hear him, ‘* Go, rafcals, and tell 
“ your,mafter what I have done ; if he thinks him- 
‘ felf injured, he knows where to come for fatif- 
«¢ faGtion. As for you, this is but an earneft of 
«¢ what you fhall receive, if ever you prefume to | 
*¢ blow a horn again here, while I ftay in the 
‘¢ houfe.”? So faying, he retired to his apartment, 
in expectation of hearing from the Weft Indian; 
but the colonel prudently declined any farther pro- 
fecution of the difpute. My fifter Liddy was fright- 
ed into a fit, from which fhe was no fooner recover- 
ed, than Mrs. Tabitha began a leQure upon pati- 


a“ 


- ence; which her brother interrupted with a moft 


fignificant grin, exclaiming, “* True, fifter, God 
«© increafe my patience and your difcretion. I 
*€ wonder (added he) what fort of fonata we are to 
« expe from this overture, in which the devil, 
« that prefides over horrid founds, hath given us 
“< fuch variations of difcord—The trampling of 
“© porters, the creaking and crafhing of trunks, the 
s* fnarling of curs, the fcolding of women, the 
‘¢ fqeaking and {qualling of fiddles and hautboys 
«¢ out of ture, the bouncing of the Irifh baronet 
*¢ over-head, and the burfting, belching, and brat- 
*¢ tling of the French h«rns in the paffage (not to 
¢¢ mention the harmonious peal that ftill thunders 
‘© from the Abbey fteeple) fucceeding one another 

Voi. I. Cc «6 without 
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*¢ without interruption, like the different parts of 
** the jame concert, have given me juch an idea of 
‘¢ what a puor invalid has to expeét in this temple, 
' 6 dedicated to Silence and Repofe, that 1 thall cer- 
s* tainly fhitt my quarters to-morrow, and endea- 
‘¢ vour to effeCtuate my retreat before Sir Ulic 
*¢ opens the ball with my lady Mac Manus; a 
«* conjunction that bedes me no good.”? This inti- 
mation was by no means agieeable to Mrs, 
"Tabitha, whofe ears were rot quite fo delicate as 
thofe of ‘her brother—She faid it would be great 

folly to move from fuch agreeable ldgings, the 

moment they were comfortably fetiled. She won- 

dered he fhould be fue an enemy to mufick and 

mirth. She heard ro noile but of his own making : 

it was impoffible to manage a family in dumb-fhew, 

He might harp as long as he pleafed upon her 

{fcolding ; but fhe never {colded, except for his ad- 

vantage; but he would never be fatisfied, even 

tho’t fhe fhould fweat blocd and water in his fervice 

—I have a great notion that our aunt, who is now 

declining into the moft defperate ftate ot celibacy, 
had formed fome defign upon the heart of Sir Ulic 
Mackiligut, which fhe feared might be fruftrated 
by our abrupt departure trom thefe lodgings. Her 
brother, eyeing her afkance, ‘* Pardon me, fifter, 
“sé (faid he) I fhould be a favage, indeed, were I in- 
‘© fenfible of my own felicity, in having fuch a 
«© mild, complacent, good-humoured, and confi- 
66 d:rate compan.on and houfe-keeper; but as I 
«¢ have got a weak head, and my fenfe of hearing is 
‘s painfully acute, before I have recourfe to plugs of. 
¢© wool and cotton, I'll try whether I can’t find 
ss another lodging, where I fhall have more quiet 
s and lefs mufick.”? He accordingly difpatched his 
man upon this fervice; and next day he found a 
fmall houfe in Milfham-ftreet, which he hires by 
the week, Here, at leaft, we enjoy convenience 


and 
3 
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and quiet within doors, as much as Tabby’s temper 
will allow; but the *fquire ftill compiains of flying 
pains in the ftomach and head, for which he bathes 
and-drinks the waters. He 1s not fo bad, however, 
but that he goes in perfon to the pump, the rooms, 
and the coffee-houfes; where he picks up continual 
food for ridicule and fatire. If I can glean any thing 
for your amufement, either from his obfervation or 
my own, you fhall have it freely, though I am 
afraid it will poorly compenfate the trouble of 
reading thefe tedious infipid letters of, 


Dear Phillips, 
yours always, 


J. Mecrorp. 
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HRI I 
To Dr. LEWIS. 


Bath, April 2.3. 
DEAR DOCTOR, 

IF I did not know that the exercife of your 
profefficn has habituated you to the hearing of 
complaints, I fhould make a con'cience of troubling 
you with my correfponderce, which may be truly 
called the lamentations of Matthew Bramble. Yet 
T cannot help thinking, I have fome right to dif- 
charge the overflowings of my fpleenupon you, whofe 
province it is to remove thofe diforders that occa- 
fioned it; and let me tell you, it is no fmall allevi- 
ation of my grievances, that I have a fenfible friend, 
to whom I can communicate my crufty humours, 
which, by retention, would grow intolerably acri- 
monious. 

You muft know, T find nothing but difappoint- 
ment at Bath; which 1s ‘o altered, that I can fcarce 
believe it is the fame place that I frequented about 
thirty years ago. Methinks I hear you fay, 
<¢ Altered it is) without all doubt; but then it is 
“altered for the better ; a truth which, perhaps, 
6¢ you would own without hefitation, if you your- 
«* felf was not altered for the worfe.’? The refiec- 
tion may, for aught I know, be juft. The incon- 
veniences which 1 overlooked in the high-day of 
health, will naturally ftrike with exaggerated im- 
preffion on the irritable nerves of an invalid, fur- 
prifed by premature old age, and fhattered with 
long-fuffering—But, I believe, you will rot deny, 
that this place, which Nature and Providence 
feem to have intended as a refource from diftemper 
and difquiet, is become the very centre of racket 
and diffipation. [nitead of that peace, tranquillity 
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and eafe, fo neceflary to thofe who labour unde* 
i bad health, weak nerves, and irregular fpirits; 
here we have nothing but noife, tumult, and hurry; 
with the fatigue and flavery of maintaining a cere- 
monial, more ftiff, formal, and oppreffive, than. 
the etiquette of a German ele€tor. A national 
hofpital it may be; but one would imagine, that 
none but lunatics are adn.itted ; and, truly, I will 
give you leave to call me fo, if I ftay much longer 
at Bath.—But I fhall take another opportunity to 
explain my fertiments at greater length on this fub- 
jeQ—I was impatient to fee the boafted improve- 
ments in archite@ure, for which the upper parts. 
of the town have been fo much celebrated, and 
t’other day I made a circuit of all the new buildings. 
The Square, though irregular, is, on the whole, 
pretty well laid out, fpactous, open, and airy ; andy. 
in my opinion, by far the moft wholfome and agree- 
able fituation in Bath, efpecially the upper fide of 
it; but the avenues to it are mean, dirty, dange- 
rous, and indire@t. Its communication with the 
Baths, is through the yard of an inn, where the 
poor trembling valetudinarian 1s carried in a chair, 
betwixt the heels of a double row of horfes, wincing 
under the curry-combs of grooms and poftilions, 
over and above the hazard of being obftru€ted, or 
overturned by the carriages which are continually 
‘making their exit or their entrance—I fuppofe after 
‘fome chairmen fhall have been maimed, and a few 
Eves loft by thofe accidents, the corperation will 
think, in earneft, about providing a more fafe and 
commodious paflage. |The Circus is a pretty bau- 
ble; contrived for fhew, and looks like Vefpafian’s - 
amphitheatre turned outfide in. If we confider it 
in point of magnificence, the great number of {mall 
doors belonging to the feparate houfes, the inconfi- 
derable height of the different orders, the affe&ted 
ornaments of the architrave, which are both childifh: 
C 3 and 
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ard mifplaccd, ard the areas proje@ing into the 
f.eet, lu rounded with iron rails, deftroy a good 
part * ats effe€t upon the eye; and, perhaps, we 
fhal find it ttdl more dcfe Give, if we view it in the 
ughi of convenierce, ihe figure of each feparate 
jvcung heufe, veing tre fegiment cf acircle, mutt 
spud the fyinmetry of the rooms, by contra@ing 
. them towards the ft:;@ windows, and leaving a 

liger Cweep onthe fpace behind. Jf, inftead of the 
areas and ifen tails, which fcem to be of very little 
ufe, there had been a corridore with arcades all 
round, asin Covent-Garden, the appearance of the 


whole wowd have heen more magnificent and ftrik- 


ing; thofe arcades would have aff.-rded an agreeable 
covered walk, and fheltered he poor chairmen and 
their carri cs trom the rain, which is here almoft 
perpetual. At prefvn., the chairs ftand foaking in 
the open ftreet, from morning to night, till théy 
become fo many boxes of° wet leather, for the be- 
nefit of the gouty and rheumatic, who are tranf- 
ported in them from place to place. Indeed this is 
a fhocking inconvenience that extends over the 
whole city ; and, I am perfuaded, it produces infi- 
nite mifchief to the delicate and infirm; even the 
clofe chairs, contrived for the fick, by ftanding in 
the open air, have their frize linings impregnated, 
like fo many fpunges, with the moifture of the 
atmofphere, and thofe cafes of cold-vapour mutt 
give a charming check to the perfpiration of a pa- 
tient, piping hot from the Bath, with all his pores 
wide open. | . 

But, to return to the Circus: it is inconvenient 
from its fituation, at fo great a diftance from all the 
markets, baths, and places of public entertainment. 
The only entrance to it, through Gay-ftreet, 1s 
fo difficult, fteep, and flippery, that, in wet wea- 
. ther, it muft be exceedingly dangerous, both for 
thofe that ride in carriages, and thofe that walk 
: a-foot ; 
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 a-foot; and when the ftreet is covered with {now, 
as it was for fitteen days fucceflively this very win- 
ter, I don’t fee how any individual could go either 
up or down, without the moft imminent hazard of 
broken bones. In blowing weather, I am told, - 
moft of the houfes in this hill are fmothered with | 
-{moke, forced down the chimneys, by the gufts of 
wind reverberated from the hill behind, which (I 
apprehend likewife) muft render the atmofphere 
here more humid-and unwholefome than it is in the 
fquare below ; for the clouds, formed by the con- 
{tant evaporation from the baths and rivers in the 
bottom), will, in their afcent this way, be firft at- 
traGted and detained by the hill that rifes clofe be- 
hind the Circus, and load the air with a perpetual 
fucceffion of vapours: this point, however, may 
be eafily afcertained by means of an hygrometer, or 
apaper of falt of tartar expofed-to the a@ion of the 
atmofphere. ‘The fame artift, who planned the 
Circus, has likewife proje&ted a Crefcent; when 
that is finifhed, we fhall probably have a Star; and’ 
thofe who are living thirty years hence, may, per- 
haps, fee all the figns of the Zodiac exhibited in 
architeGturé at Bath. Thefe, however fantattical, 
are ftill defigns that denote fome ingenuity and 
knowledge in the archite@ ; but the rage of build- 
Ang has laid hold on fuch a number of adventurers, 
that one fees new houfes flarting up in every out-let 
and every corner of Bath; contrived without judg- 
ment, executed without folidity, and fluck together, 
with fo little regard to plan and propriety, that the- 
different lines of the new rows and buildings inter- 
fere with, and interfe& one another in every diffe- | 
rent angle of conjun&tion. They look Ike the: 
wreek of ftreets and fquares disjointed by an earth- 
quake, which hath broken the ground into a variety’ 
of holes and hillocks; or, as if fome Gothic devil 


had ftuffed them altogether in a bag, and left then 
C4 tos 
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to ftand higgledy piggledy, juft as chance direQ@ed. 
What fort of a monfter Bath will become ina few 
years, with thofe growing excrefcences, may be 
eafily conceived: but the want of beauty and pro- 
portion is not the worft effe@ of thefe new man- 
fions; they are built fo flight, with the foft crumb- 
ling ftone tound in this neighbourhood, that I fhould 
never fleep quietly in one of them, when it blowed 
(as the failors fay) a cap-full of wind; and, I am 
perfuaded, that my hind, Roger Williams, or any 
man of equal ftrength, would be able to puth his 
foot through the tlrongeit part of their walls, with- 
out any great exertion of hismutcies. All thefe als- 
furditccs arife trom the general tide of luxury, which 
hath overfpread the nation, and fwept away all, 
even the very dregs of the people. Every upftart 
of fortune, harneffed in the trappings of the mode, 
prefents himfelf at Bath, as in the very focus of ob- _ 
fervation—Clerks and fa@ors from the Eaft Indies, 
loaded with the fpoil of plundered provinces ; plan- 
ters, negro-drivers, and huckfters, from our Ame- 
rican plantations, enriched they know not how; 
agents, commiffaries, and contra@ors, who have 
fattened, in two fucceflive wars, on the blood of 
the nation; ufurers, brokers, and jobbers of every 
kind; men of low birth, and no breeding, have 
found themfelves fuddenly tranflated into a ftate of 
affluence, unknown to former ages; and no wonder 
that their brains fhould be intoxicated with pride, 
vanity, and prefumption. Knowing no other cri- 
terion of greatncfs, but the oftentation of wealth, 
they difcharge their affluence without tafte or con- . 
du&, through every channel of the moft abfurd ex- 
travagance ; and all of them hurry to Bath, becaufe 
here, without any further qualification, they can 
mingle with the princes and nobles of the land. 
Even the wives and daughters of low tradefmen, 
whe, like fhovel-nofed fharks, prey upon the blub- ° 
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ber of thofe uncouth whales of fortune, are infeed’ 
with the fame rage of difplaying their tmportance 5 
and.the flighteft indifpofition ferves them tor a pre- 
text to infift upon being conveyed to Bath, where 
they ray hobbie country dances and cotillons among 
lordtings, "{quires, counfellors, and clergy. Thefe 
delicate creaiufes froma Bedfordbury, Butcher-rowy,, 
Crutched Friers, and Botolph-lane, cannot breathe | 
in the grofs air of the Lower Town, or conform. 
to the vulgar rules of a common lodging-houfe; the: 
hufband, therefore, muft provide an entire houfe,. 
or elegant apartments in the new buildings. Such. — 
is the compofition of what is calied the fafhionable- 
company at Bath; where a very inconfiderable pro-. 
portion of genteel people are loft in a mob of impu- 
dent plebe:ans, who have neither underftanding nor - 
judgment, nor the leaft idea of propriety and de- 
corum ; and feem to enjoy nothing fa: much as an: 
opportunity of infulting their betters. 

Thus the number of people, and the number of 
houfes continue to increafe ; and this will ever be 
the cafe, till the ftreams that fwell this-irrefiftible 
torrent of folly and extravagance, fhall either be 
_ exhaufted, er turned into other channels, by inci- 
dents ard events which I do not pretend to forefee. 

This, I own, is a fube@ on which I cannot write — 
with any degree of patience; for the mob is a 
monfter I never could abide, either in its head, tail, 
midriff, or members: I-deteft the whole of it, asa 
mafs of ignotance,; prefumption, malice, and bru- 
tality ; and, in this term of reprobationy I include, 
withott refpe& of rank, ftat‘o~-,~ or quality, all 
thofé of both fexes, who affe@ its manners, and 

court its foc:ety. _ 

But I have written till my fingers are crampt, | 

_ and my naufea begins to return—By your advice, I- 
fent to London a few days ago for half a pound of 
Gengzeng ; though I doubt much, whether that 
Cs : whick 
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which comes from America is equally efficacious 
with what is brought from the Eaft Indies. Some. 
years ago, a friend of mine paid fixteen guineas for 
two ounces of it; and, in fix months after, it was 
fold in the fame fhop for five fhillings the pound. 
In fhort, we live in a vile world of fraud and fophif- 
tication; fo that I know nothing of equal value 
with the genuine friendfhip of a fenfible man; a 
rare jewel | which J cannot help thinking myfelf in 
poffeffion of, while I repeat the old declaration, 
that lam, as ufual, 
3 Dear Lewis, 
Your affe€tionate 
| M. BRaAmBLE. 
After having becn agitated in a fhort hurricane, on 
my firft arrival, I have taken a {mall houfe in 
Milfham-ftreet; where ] am tolerably well lodg- 
ed, for five guineas a week. I was yefterday at — 
the Pun:p-room, and drank. about a pint of the 
> water, which feems to agree with my ftomach ; 
_and to-morrow morning I fhall bathe, for the 
firft time ; fo that in a few pofts you may expeét 
farther trouble ; mean while, J am glad to find 
that the inoculation has fucceeded fo well with 
poor Joyce, and that her face will be but little 
marked——If my friend Sir Thomas was a fingle 
_man, I would not truft fuch a handfome wench 
in his family; but as I have recommended her, 
ina particular manner, to the prote@tion of lady 
G——, who is one of the beft women in the 
world, fhe may go thither without hefitation, as 
foon as fhe is quite recovered, and fit for fervice— 
Let her mother have money to provide her with 
~ neceffaries, and fhe may ride behind her brother 
on Bucks; but you muft lay ftrong injun@ions on 
Jack, to take particular care of the trufty old 
veteran, who has faithfully earned his prefent 
eafe, by his paft fervices, T 
r o 
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To Mifs Wipris, at Gloucefter, 
Bath, April 26:. 


_ MY DEAREST COMPANION, 

THE pleafure I received from yours, which: 
came to hand yefterday, is not to be expreffed. 
Love and friendfhip are, without.doubt, charming. 
paffions; which abfence ferves-only to heighten and. 
improve. Your kind prefent of the garnet bracelets,. 
I. fhall keep as carefully as I preferve my own life ;. 
and I beg you will accept, in return, of my heart- 
houfewife, with the tortife-fhell memorandum--. 
book, as a trifling pledge of my unalterable affe@ion. . 


Bath is to me a new world——All is- gayetyy, 


good-humour, and diverfion. ‘The eye is continual- 
ly entertained with the fplendor of drefs and e-. 


quipage ; and the ear with the found of coaches,, 
chaifes, chairs,. and. other carriages. Ibe merry- 


bells ring round, trom: morn till night. Then we- 
are welcomed by the city-waits in our own lodgings : 


we have mufick in-the Pump-room every morning,,. 
cotiHons-every tore-noon in the rooms, balls twice a: 


‘week, and concerts every other night, befides pri-- 


’ vate affemblies and parties. without: number—As. 


foon as we were fettled in lodgings, we were vifited: — 


- by the mafter of the Ceremonies; a pretty little: 
gentleman; fo fweet, fo fine, fo civil, and polite,. 
that in our country he might pafs for the prince of: 
Wales; then he talks fo charmingly, beth-in verfe. 
and profe, that you would be delighted to hear him. 
difco: rfe; for you muft-know he is.a-great writer, 
and has got five tragedies. ready for the-flave.. He. 
did us the favour to dine with us, by my uncle’s in-. 


Vitations and-next day ’{quired.my aunt.and me: 


> 
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to every part of Bath ; which to be fure is an earth- 
ly paradife. The Square, the Circus, and thé’ 
Parades, put you in mind of the fumptuous palaces 
reprefented in prints and pitures; and the new 
buildings, fuch as Princes-row, Harslequin’s-row, 
Bladud’s-row, and twenty other rows, look like fo 
many enchanted caftles, raifed on hanging terraces. 
At eight in the morning, we go in difhabille to 
the Pump-room; which is crowded like 2 Welfh 
fair ; and there you fee the higheft quality, and the- 
loweft trades folks, joftling each other, without ce- 
remony; hail-fellow well met. The noife of the 
mufick playing in the gallery, the heat and flavour 
of fuch a crowd, ard the hum and buz of their con- 
verfation, gave me the head-ach ard vertigo the 
firft day ; but, afterwards, all thefe things became 
‘familiar, and even agreeable—Right under the. 
Pump-room windows is the King’s Bath; a hugé 
ciftern, where you fee the patients up to their necks - 
in hot water, The ladies wear jackets and petticoats 
of brown linen, with chip hats, in which they fix. 
their handkerchifs to wipe the fweat from their 
faces; but, truly, whether it is owing to the fteam 
that furrounds them, or the heat of the water, or 
the nature of the drefs, or to all thefe caufes together, - 
they look fo flufhed, and fo frightful, that I always 
turn my eyes another way—My aunt, who fays:- 
every per‘on of fafhton fhould make her appearance 
in the bath, as well as in the abbey church, con- 
trived a cap with cherry-coloured ribands to -fuit 
her complexion, and obliged Win to attend her 
yriterday morning ‘n the water, But, really, her 
eyes were fo red, that they made mine water as I 
viewed her from the Pump-room 3 and as for poor: 
Win, who wore a hat trimmed with blue, what 
betwixt her wan complexion and her fear, fhe look- 
ed I-ke the ghoft of fome pale maiden, who had 
drowned herfelf for love. When fhe came ssi ; 
v the 
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the bath, the took affafcetida drops, and was flutter 
ed all day ; fo that we couid hardly keep her from 
going into hyfterics:, but her miftrefs fays it will do 
her good ; and poor Win curtfes, with the tears i 
her eyes. For my part, I content myfelf with drink- 
ing about half a pint of the water every morning. 
The pumper, with his wite and fervant, attend 
within a bar; and the glaffes, of different fizes, 
ftand ranged in order before them, fo that you have 
nothing to do but to point at that which you choofe, 
and it 1s filled immediately, hot and fparkling from 
the pump. It is the only hot water I could ever 
drink, without being fick—Far from having that 
effe@, it is rather agreeable to the tafte, grateful to 
the ftomach, and reviving to the fpirits. You 
cannot imagine what wonderful cures it performs 
My uncle began with it the other day ; but he made 
wry faces in drinking, and I’m afraid he will leave 
it off—The firft day we came to Bath, he fell into 
a violent paflion; beat two black-a-moors, and I 
was afraid he would have fought with their matter ; 
but the ftranger proved a peaceable man. To be ~ 
fure, the gout had got into his head, as my aunt 
obferved : but, I believe, his paffion drove it away ; 
for he has been remarkably well ever fince. -It isa 
thou‘and pities he fhould ever be troubled with that 
ugly diftemper; for, when he is free from pain, he 
is the beft-tempered man upon earth ; fo gentle, fo 
generous, focharitable, that every body loves him; 
and fo good to me, in particular, that I fhall never 
be ab e to fhew the deep fenfe I have of his tender- 
nefs and affeGion. | 
Hard by the Pump-room, is a coffee-houfe for 
the ladies ; but my aunt fays, young girls are not 
admitted, inafmuch as the converfation turns upon 
politics, fcandal, philofophy, and other fubje&s 
above our capacity; but we are allowed to accom-~ 
pany them to the bookfellers fhops, which are. 
| ; charming 
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charming places of refort; where we read novels, 
plays, pamphlets, and news-papers, for fo {mall g 
fubfcription as a crown a quarter; and in thefe 
offices of intelligence, (as my brother calls them) 
all the reports of the day, and all the private tranf- 
aQions of the Bath, are farft entered and difcuffed. 
From the bookteller’s fhop, we make a tour through 
the mill :.ers and toy-men; and commonly ftop at 
Mr. Gill’s, the paftry-cook. to take a jelly, a tart, 
or a fonali bafen of vermicelli. There 1s, more- 
over, anothcr place of entertainment on the other 
fide of the water, oppof:te to the Grove; to which 
the company crofs cver in a boat—It 1s called. 
S, ring Garden; a {weer retreat, laid out in walks 
and ponds, and vartcries of flowers; and there is a. 
lung-room for breakfafting and dancing. As the 
fitustion :s l.w aud vamp, and the feafon has been 
rema:kably wet, my uncle won’t fuffer me to go 
thither, left I thould caich cold:. but my aunt fays. 
it is all a vulgar prejudice; ard, te be fure, a great 
many gentle wen ard ladies of Ireland frequent the 
place, without feem:rg to be the worte for it. 
They fay, dancing at Spring Gardens, when the 
air is moift, is recommended to them as an excellent 
cere for the rheumatifm. I have been twice at the 
play; where, notwithftanding the excellence of 
the performe+-. the gaicty of the company, and the 
decorations or-«hne theatie, which are very fine, I 
could not help refle@ing, with a figh, upon cur 
poor homely reprefentations at Gloucefter—But 
this, in confidence to my dear Willts—You know 

my heart, and will excule its weaknefs,—_= 
_ After all, the great fcenes of entertainment at 
Bath, are the two public rooms; where the compa- 
ny meet alternately every evening—They are fpati- 
‘ous, lefty, and, when lighted up, appear very {trik- 
ing. They are generally crowded with well-dreffed 
people, who drink tea in feparate parties, play at 
: cards, 
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cards, walk, or fit and chat together, juft as they 
are difpofed. ‘Twice a-week there is a ball; the 
expence of which is defrayed by a voluntary fub- 
{cription among the gentlemen; and every fub- 
{criber has three tickets. I was there Friday laft 
with my aunt, under the care of my brother, who 
is a fubfcriber; and Sir Ulic Mackilligut recome 
mended his nephew, captain O Donaghan, to me 
as a partner; but Jery excufed himfelf, by faying 
Thad got the head-ach ; and, indeed, it was really 
fo, though I can’t imagine how he knew it. The 
place was fo hot, and the fmell fo different from 
what we are ufed to in the country, that I was quite. 
feverifh when we came away. Aunt fays it is the 
effe@ of a vulgar conftitution, reared aniong woods 
and mountains ; and, that as I become accuftomed 
to genteel company, it will wear off.—Sir Ulic 
was very complaifant, made her a great many high- 
flown compliments; and, when we retired, handed 
her with great ceremony to her chair. The cap- 
tain, I believe, would have done me the fame fa- 
vour ; but my brother, feeing him advance, took me 
under his arm, and wifhed him good-night. The 
captain is a pretty man, to be fure; tall and ftrait, 
and well made; with light-grey eyes, and a Roman 
nofe ; but there is a certain boldnefs in his look and 
manner, that puts one out of countenance—But [am 
afraid I have put you out of all patience with this 
long unccnne@ed fcrawl; which I fhall therefore 
conclude, with affuring you, that neither Bath nor 
London, nor all the diverfions of life, fhall ever be 
able to efface the idea of my dear Letty, from the 
heart of her ever affeGionate 

Lypis MELForpD, 
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‘To Mrs Mary Jonzs, at Brambleton-hall. 


DEAR MOLLY JONES, 
- HEAVING got a frank, I now return your 
fever, which I received by Mr. Higgins, at the 
Hot Well, together with the ftockings, which his 


wife footed for me 3 but now they are of no furvice.. 


No body wears fuch things inthis place—O Molly! 
you that live in the country have no deception of 
our doings at Bath. Here is fuch dreffing, and fid- 


ling, and dancing, and gadding, and courting, and 
plotting—O gracious ! if God had not given me a 


good ftock of difcretion, what a power of things 
might not I reveal, confarning old miftrefs and 
young miftrefs; Jews with beards, that were no 
Jews; but handfome Chriftians, without a hair 
upon their fin, ftrolling with fpe@acles, to get 
fpeech of Mifs Liddy. But fhe’s a dear {weet foul, 
as innocent as the child unborn. She has tould me 


all her inward thoughts, and difclofed her paffion . 


for Mr. Wilfon; and that’s not his name nteither ; 
arid thof he aéted among the player-men, he is meat 
for their mafters ; and fhe has gi’en me ‘her yallow 
trollopea; which Mr. Drab, the manty-maker, 
fays will look very well when it is fcowréd and 
- fmoaked with fiifur—You knows as how, yallow 
fitts my fizzogmony. God he knows what havock 
} fhall make among the mail-fex, when I make mi 

firft appearance in this killing collar, with 4 fult 
foot of gaze, as good as new, that I bought laft 
Friday of madam Friponeau, the French mullaner 
—Dear girl, 1 have feen all the fine fhews of Bath; 
the Prades, the Squires, and the Circlis, the Crathit, 


the Hottogon, and Bloody Buildings, and Harry — 


King’s row; and I have been twice in the Bath 
- with 
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with miftrefs, and na’r a fmoak upon our backs, 
huffy—— The firft time | was mortally afraid, and 
fluftered all day ; and afterwards made believe that 
I had got the heddick ; but miftrefs faid, if I didn’t 
go, 1 fhould take a dofe of bum-taffy ; and fo re- 
membring how it worked Mrs. Gwyllim a pen- 
north, I chofe rather to go again with her into the 
Bath, and then I met with an axident. 1 dropt my 
petticoat, and could not get it up from the bottom 
——But what did that fignify? they mought laff, 
but they could fee nothing ; for I was up to the fin 
in water. To be fure, it threw me into fucha 
gumbuftion, that I know not what IJ faid, nor what 
I did, nor how they got me out, and rapt mein @ 
blanket—Mrs Tabitha fcoulded a litthe when we 
got home ; but fhe knows as I know what’s what—= 
Ah Laud help you!—There is Sir Yury Micliguty 
of Balnaclinch, in the cunty of Kalloway—I took 
down the name from his gentleman, Mr. O Frizzley 
and he has got an eftate of fifteen hundred a year. 
-——I am fure he is both rich and generouso—=But 
you nofe, Molly, I was always famous for keeping 
fecrets; and fo he was very fafe in trufting me with 
his flegm for miftrefs; which, to be fure, is very 
honourable; for Mr. O Frizzle affures me, he 
values not her portion a brafs varthing---And, in- 
deed, what’s poor ten thoufand pounds to a Baron 
Knight of his fortune? and, truly, I told Mr. 
O Frizzle, that was all fhe had to traft to—As for 
John Thomas, he’s a morafs fellor—I vow, I 
thought he would a fit with Mr. O Frizzle, becaufe 
he axed me to dance with him at Spring Garden— 
But God he knows I have no thoughts eyther of 
wan or t’other. 

As for houfe news, the worft is, Chowder has 
fallen off greatly from his ftomick—He eats nothing 
but white meats, and not much of that; and 


wheezes, and feems to he much bloated. The 
dotors 
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de tors th:nk he is threatened with a dropfy=—= 
Paricn Marroiat, who has got the fame diforder, 
finds great benefit from the waters ; but Chowder 
feems to like them no better than the ’fquire; and 
mifirefs iays, tt kis cafe don’t take a favourable 
turn, fhe w-Jl ‘artinly carry him to Aberga’nny, to 
drink goat’s-whey—To be fure, the poor dear ho- 
ny mil is loft tor want of axercife ; for which reafon, 
fhe iptends to give him an airing once a-day upon 
the Dowrs, in a poft-chaife—lL have already made 
very creditable correxions in this here place ; where, 
to be fure, we have the very fquintafenfe of fatiety 


man, and I are fworn fifters. She has fhewn me 
all her fecrets, and learned me to wath gaze, and 
refrafh rufty filks and bumbefeens, by boiling them 


with winegar, chamberlye, and ftale beer. My . 
‘fhort fack and apron luck as good as new from the 


fhop,; and my pumpydoor as frefh as a rofe, by the 


help of turtle-water—But this is all Greek and- 
Latten to you, Molly———If we fhould come to’ 


Aberga’nny, you'll be within a day’s ride cf us; and 
then we fhall fee wan another, pleafe God——If 
not, remember me in your prayers, as I fhall do by 
you in mine; and take care of my kitten, and give 
my kind farvice to Saul; and this is all at prefent, 
from your beloved friend and farvent, 


Bath, April 26. le WINIFRED JENKINS. 


Mrs. Patcher, my lady Kilmacullock’s wo- | 
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To Mrs. Gwy.iim, houfe-keeper at Bram- 
bleton-hall. 


TI AM aftonifhed, that Dr. Lewis fhould take 
upon him’ to give away Alderney, without my pri- 
vity and concurrants— W hat figrifies my brother’s 
order? My brother is little better than Noncom- 
pufh.. He would give away the fhirt off his baek, 
and the teeth out of his head; nay, as for that 
matter, he would have ruinated the famity with‘ 
his ridiculous charities, if it had not been for my 
four quarters—What between his willfullnefs and 
his wafte, his trumps, and his frenzy, I lead the 
life of an indented flave. Alderney gave four gal- 
lons a-day, ever fince the calt was fent to market. 
There is fo much milk out of my dairy, and the 
prefs muft ftand ftill: but I won’t loofe a cheefé 
paring ; ardthe milk fhall be made good, if the 
farvents fhould go without butter. If they muft 
needs have butter, let them make it of fheeps’ 
milk; but then my wool will fuffer for want of 
grace; fo that I muft be a loofer on all fides—— 
Well, patience is like a ftout Welfh poney; it 
bears a great deal, and trots a great way; but it 
will tire at the long run. Before its long, perhaps 
I may fhew Matt, that I was not born to be the 
houfehold drudge to my dying day-—Gwyn rites 
from Crickhowel, that the price of flannel is fallen 
three-farthings an ell; and that’s another good 
penny out of my pocket-When I go to market to 
fell, my commodity ftinks; but when I want to 
buy the commoneft thing, the owner pricks it up 
under my nofe; and it can’t be had for love nor 
money—I think every thing runs crofs at Bramble- 
ton-hall—You fay the gander has broke the eggs : 

| whic 
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which is a phinumenon I don’t underftand ; for 
when the fox carried off the old goofe laft year, he 
took her place, and hatched the eggs, and partet- 
ed the goflings like a tender parent—Then you tell 
me the thunder has foured two barrels of beer in the 
feller. But how the thunder fhould get there, 
when the feller was double-locked, I can’t compre- 
-hend. Howfomever, I won’t have the beer thrown 
out, till I fee it with my own eyes. Perhaps, it 
will recover—At leaft it will ferve for vinegar to 
the farvents. You may leave off the fires in my 
brcther’s chamber and mine, as it is unfartain when 
we return——I hope, Gwyllim, you’ll take care 
there is no wafte ; and have an eye to the maids, 
and keep them to their {pinning. I think they may 
go very well without beer in hot weather—It ferves 
only to inflame the blood, and fet them a-gog after 
the men. Water will make them fair, and keep 
them cool and tamperit. Don’t forget to put up in 
the portmantel, that cums with Williams, along 
with my riding-habit, hat, and feather, the viol of 
purl water, and the tincktur for my ftomach ; being 
as how I am much troubled with flutterencies. 
This is ali at prefent, from 2 


Yours, 


Bath, April 26. _ ‘Tasrrua Brame. 
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To Dr. LEWIS. 


DEAR DICK, | 

1 HAVE done with the waters; therefore your 
advice comes a day too late—I grant that phy fick is 
no myftery of your making. I know it ts a myttery 
in its own nature; and, like other myfteries, re- 
quires a ftrorg gulp of faith to make it go down 
—'T wo days azo, | went into the King’s Bath, by 
the advice of our friend Ch——, in order to clear 
the (trainer of the {kin, for the benefit of a free per= 
fpiration ; ard the firft cbje@ that faluted my eye, 
was a child full of fcrophulous ulcers, carried in the 
arms of one of the guides, under the very nofes of the 
bathers. I was fo fhocked at the fight, that I retired 
immediately with indignation and difguft—Suppofe 
the matter of thofe ulcers, floating on the water, 
comes in conta with my fkin, when the porcs are 
all open, I would afk you what muft be the cunfe- 
quence ? Good Heaven, the very thought makes 
my blood run cold! we know not what fores may be 
running into the water while we are bathing, and 
what fort of matter we may thus imbibe; the 
king’s-evil, the fcurvy, the cancer, and the pox ; 


and, no doubt, the heat will render the virus the — . 


more volatile and penetrating. To purify myfelf 
from all fuch contamination, I went to the duke of 
Kingfton’s private Bath, and there I was almoft 
fuffocated for want of free air; the place was fo 

{malt, and the fteam fo ftifling. | 
After all, if the intention is no more than to wafh 
the fkin, I am convinced that fimple element is 
more effectual than any water impregnated with 
falt and iron’ which, being aftringent, will certain- 
ly contra& the pores, and leave a kind of cruft ate 
tne 
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the furface of the body. But I am now as much 
afraid of drinking, as of bathing; for, after along ° 
converfation with the Doétor, about the conftruc- 
tion of the pump and ihe ciftern, it is very far from 
being clear with me, that the patients in the Pump- 
room don’t {wallow the {courings of the bathers.. I. 
can’t help fufpeGing, that there is, or may be, fome 
regurgitation from the bath into the ciftern of the 
pump. In that cafe, what a delicate beveridge is 
every day quaffed by the drinkers ; medicated with 
the fweat, and dirt, and dandriff; and the abomi- 
nable difcharges of various kinds, from twenty dif- 
ferent difeafed bodies, parboiling in the kettle below. 
In order to avoid this filthy compofition, I had re- 
courfe to the {pring that fupplies the private baths on 
the Abbey-green; but I at once perceived fomething 
extraordinary in the tafte and fmell ; and, upon in- 
quiry, find that the Roman baths in this quarter, 
were found covered by an old burying ground, be- 
longing to the Abbey ; thro’ which, in all probabili- 
ty, the water drains in its paflage: fo that as we 
drink the deco€tion of living bodics at the Pump- 
room, we {wallow the ftrainings of rotten bones and 
carcaffles at the private bath—I vow to God, the 
very idea turns my ftomach !— Determined, as I am, 
again{ft any farther ufe of the Bath waters, this con- 
fideration would give me little difturbance, if I 
could find any thing more pure, or lefs pernicious, 
to quench my thirft; but, although the natural 
fprings of excellent water are feen gufhing fponta- 
neous on every fide, from the hills that furround us, 
the inhabitants, in general, make ufe of well-water, 
fo impregnated with nitre, or alum, or fome other 
villainous mineral, that it is equally ungrateful to 
the tafte, and mifchievous to the conftitution. It 
muft be owned, indeed, that here, in Milfham- 
ftreet, we have a precarious and fcanty fupply from 
the hill; which is colle&ed in an open bafon in the 
Circus, ~ 
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Circus, liable to be defiled with dead dogs, cats, 
rats, and every fpecies of naftinefs, which the raf- 
cally populace may throw into it, from mere wan- 
tonn is ard brutality.— 

Weil, t ere is no nation that drinks fo hoggifhly 
as the w1g'ifh—— Ww i at pafics for we among us, 
is not the juice of the grape. It ts an adulterous 
mixture, brewes up ot naufecus ingredients, by 
dunces, whe sc bunzlers in the art of poifon- 


_tmaking ; and yct we, ard cur forefathers, are and 


have been poiloned by this curfed drench, without 
tafte or flavcur—'T he only genuine and wholefome 
beveridge in England, is J.onden perter, and Dor- 
chefter table-beer; but as for your ale and your gin, 
your cider, and your perry, and all the trafhy ta- 
mily of made wins, I deteft them as inferral com- 
pofitions, contrived for the deftru€tion of :he human 


{pecies.——But what have I to do with the human 


{pecies? except a very tew friends, J care not if the 
whole was ——. , 

Hark ye, Lewis, my mifanthropy  increafes 
every day— The longer I live, I find the folly and 
the fraud of mankind grow more and more intolera- 
ble—I with I had not come from Brambleton-hall ; 
after having lived in folitude fo long, I c-nnot bear 


- the hurry and impertinence of the multitude ; be- 


fides, every thing is fophifticated in thefe crowded 
places. Snares are laid for our lives in every thing 
we eat or drink: the very air we breathe, 1s loac'ed 
with contagion. We cannot even fleep, without 
rifque of infe€ticn. I fay, infeGion—This place is 
the rendezvous of the difeaf’ed—You won’t deny, 
that many difeafes are inte€tious; even the con- 
fumption itfelf, is highly infeQious. When a per- 
fon dies of it in Italy, the bed and bedding are 
deftroyed ; the other furniture is exp fed to the 
weather, and the apartment white-wafhed, before 

: it 
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it is occupied by any other living foul. You'll 
allow, that nothing receives infeGtion fooner, or re- 
tains it longer, than blankets, feather-beds, and 
matrafles—’Sdeath! how do I know what miferable 
objects have been ftewing in the bed where I now 
lie |—I wonder, Dick, you did not put me in mind 
of fending for my own matrafles—But, if I had not 
been an afs, I fhould not have needed a remem- 
brancer—— There is always fome plaguy reflection 
that rifes up in judgment againft me, and ruffles my 
fpiritsw— Therefore, let us change the fubje@— 

I have other reafons for abridging my ftay at 
Bath—You know fifter Tabby’s complexion—If 
Mrs, ‘Tabitha Bramble had been of any other race, 
I fhould certainly have looked upon her as the moft 
——Bui, the truth is, fhe has found means to intere t 
my affection; or, rather, fhe is beholden to the 
force of prejudice, commonly called the ties of 
blood. Well, this amiable maiden has a€tually 
commenced a flirting correfpondence with an Irifh 
baronet of fixty-five, His name is Sir Ulic Mac- 
killigut. He is faid to be much out at elbows ; and, 
I believe, has received falfe intelligence with refpe@ 
to her fortune. Be that as it may, the connexion 
Is exceedingly ridiculous, and begins already to 
excite whifpers. For my part, I have no intention 
to difpute her free-agency ; though I fhall fall upon 
fome expedient to undeceive her paramour, as to 
the point which he has principally in view. But 1 
don’t think her condu& is a proper example for 
‘Liddy, who has alfo attra&ed the notice of fome 
coxcombs in the rooms; and Jery tells me, he 
fufpects a ftrapping fellow, the knight’s nephew, 
of fome defign upon the girl’s heart. [| fhall, 
therefore, keep a ftri€t eye over her aunt and her, 
and even fhift the fcene, if I find the matter grow 


more ferious =~ You. perceive what an agreeable 
tafk 
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-tatk it muft be, to a man of my kidney, to have 
the cure of fuch fouls as thefe—But, hold, you fhall 


not have another peevifh word (till the next occa- 
fidn) from 


yours, 
Marr. BRAMBLE, 
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To Sir Watkin Pure ps, of Jefus eollege, 
Oxon. 


Bath, April 28. 


DEAR KNIGHT), | | 

I ‘THINK thofe people are unreafonable, who 
complain that Bath is a contraGed circle, in which 
the fame dull fcenes perpetually revolve, without 
variation—I am, on the contfary, amazed to find 
fo {mall a place, fo crowded with entertainment and 
variety. London itfelf can hardly exhibit one {pe- 
cies of diverfion, to which we have not fomething 
analogous at Bath, over and above thofe fingular 
advantages that are peculiar to the place. Here, ‘ 
for example, a man has daily opportunities of feeing 
the moft remarkable characters of the community. 
He fees them in their natural attitudes and true 
colours; defcended from their pedeftals, and di- 
vefted of their formal draperies, undifguifed by art 
and affeGation—Here we have minifters of ftate, 
judges, generals, bifhops, proje@ors, philofophers, 
wits, poets, players, chemifts, fiddlers, and buf 
foons. If he makes any confiderable ftay in the 
place, he is fure of meeting with fome particular 
friend, whom he did not expe@ to fee; and to me 
there is nothing more agreeable, than fuch cafual 
rencounters—Another entertainment, peculiar to 
Bath, arifes from the general mixture of all degrees 
, affembled in our public rooms, without diftin@ion 
of rank or fortune. ‘This is what my uncle repro- 
Vor. I. D bates, 
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bates, as a monftrous jumble of heterogeneous prin. 
ciples ; a vile mob of noife and. impertinence, with 
out decency or fubordination. But this chaos is to 
me a fource of infinite amufement. . 

I was extremely diverted, laft ball-night, to fee 
the Mafter of the Ceremonies leading, with great 
folemnity,. to the upper end of the room, an anti- 
quated Abigail, dreffed in her lady’s caft-clothes ; 
whom he (I fuppofe) miftook for fome countefs juft 
arrived at the Bath. The ball was opened by a 
Scotch lord, with a mulatto heirefs from St. Chrif- 
topher’s; and the gay colonel Tinfel danced all the 
evening with the daughter of qm eminent tin-man 
from the borough of Southwark;—Yefterday morn- 
ing, at the Pump-room, I faw a broken-winded 
Weappisa landlady fqueeze through a circle of peers, 
to falute her brandy merchant, who ftood by the 
window, prop’d upon crutches; and a paralytic 
attorney of Shoe-lane, in fhuffling up to the bar, 
kicked the fhins of the chancellor af England,: while 
his lordfhip, in a cut bob, drank a glafs of water 
atthe pump. I cannot account for my being pleaf- 
ed with thefe incidents, any other way than. by 
faying, they are truly ridiculous in their own nature, 
and ferve to heighten the humour in the farce of 
life, which I am determined to enjoy. as long as L 
- 'Thofe follies, that move my uncle’s fpleen, ex- 

cite my laughter. He ig as-tender as ¢.man: without 

a fkin; who cannot bear the flighteft touch without 

flinching. “What tickles anether would give. bint 

torment ; and yet he has what we may call lucid: 

‘intervals, when he 1s remarkably facetious—Indeed, 
I never knew. a hypochondriac fo apt tobe infected: 
with. good-humour,. -He is the mefh nfible mifane. 

thrope I ever, met with. ..Alucky joke,. ar.any lu-. 

dicrous incident, will. fet him a-faughing immode- 

rately, even in one of his.moft gloomy. paroxy{ms;, 
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and, when the laugh is over,. he will curfe his own 
imbecility. In converfing with ftrangers, he be- 
trays no marks of difquiet—He is fplenetic with his 
familiars only; and not even with them, while 
they keep his. attention employed; but wher-his 
fpirits are not exerted externally, they-feem to recoil 
_ and prey upon himfelf——-+He has renounced the 
waters with execration ; but he begins to find a 
more efficacious, and, certainly, a much more pz- 
latable remedy in the pleafures of fociety. He has 
difcavered fome old friends, among the invalids of 
Bath; and, in particular, renewed his acquaintance 
with the celebrated James Quin, who certainly did 
not come kere to drink watér. - You cannot doubt, 
but that I had the ftrongeft curiofity to know this 
original ;, and it was gratified by Mr. Bramble, who 
has had him twice at our houfe to dinner. 

So far as I am able to judge, Quin’s charaGer ig 
rather more refpeCtable than it has been generally 
reprefented. . His bons mots are in every witling’s 
mouth ; but many of them have a rank flavour, 
which one. would be apt to think was derived front 
a natural grofinefs of idea. I fufpe&, however, 
that juftice -has not been done the author, by the 
collectors of thofe Quiniana; who have let the bef? 
of them flip through their fingers, and only retain- 
ed fuch as were fuited te the tafte and organs of the 
multitude. How far he may relax in his houts of 
jollity, I cannot: pretend: to fay; but his general 
converfation is condu@ed by the niceft rules of 
propriety ; and Mr. James Quin is, certainly, one 
of the beft bred menin the kingdom. He. is: not 
only a moft. agreeable companion ; but (as I. am 
credibly informed) a:very honeft man; highly: fuft 
ceptible of friendfhip, warm, fteady, and’ even 
generous in his attachments; difdaining: flattery, 
and incapable of meannefs and diffimulation. Were 
._ IT to judge, however, from Quin’s eye alone; I 

_ D2  fhould 
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fhould take him to be proud, infolent, and cruel. 
There is fomething remarkably fevere and forbid- 
ding in his afpe& ; and, I have been told, he was 
ever difpofed to infult his inferiors and dependants. 
e———Perhaps that report has influenced my opinion 
of his looks-——— You know we are the fools of pre- 
judice. Howfoever that may be, I have as yet feen 
nothing but his favourable fide; and my uncle, 
who frequently confefs with him in a corner, de- 
clares he is one of the moft fenfible men he ever 
knew—He feems to have a reciprocal regard for old 
Square-toes, whom he calls by the familiar name 
of Matthew, and often reminds of their old tavern- 
adventures: on the other hand, Matthew’s eyes 
{parkle whenever Quin makes his appearance—Let 
him be never fo jarring and difcordant, Quin puts 
him in tune; and, like treble and bafs in the fame 
concert, they make excellent mufick together— 
T’ohter day, the converfation turning upon Shake- 
{fpeare, I could not help faying, with fome emotion, 
that I would give an hundred guineas to fee Mr. 
Quin a& the part of Falftaff ; upon which, turning 
to me with a {mile, ‘* And I would give a thoufand, 
<¢ young gentleman, (faid he) that I could gratify 
ss your longing.” My uncle and he are perfely 
agreed in their eftimate of life; which, Quin fays, 
-would ftink in his noftrils, if he did not fteep it in 
claret. 

I want to fee this phenomenon in his cups ; and 
have almoft prevailed upon uncle to give him a 
{mall turtle at the Bear. In the mean time, I mutt 
entertain you with an incident, that feems to con- 
firm the judgment of thofe two cynic philofophers, 
I took the liberty to differ in opinion from Mr. 
Bramble, when he obferved, that the mixture of 
people in the entertainments of this place was de- 
ftrutive of all order and urbanity ; that it rendered 
the plebeians infufferably arrogant and troublefome, 
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and vulgarized the deportment and fentiments of 
thofe who moved in the upper fpheres of life. He 
faid, fuch a prepofterous coalition would bring us 
into comempt with all our neighbours; and was 
worfe, in fa&, than debafing the gold coin of the 
nation. I argued, on the contrary, that thofe ple- 
beians who difcovered fuch eagernefs to imitate the 
drefs and equipage of their fuperiors, would like- 
wie, in time, adopt their maxims and their man- 
ners, be polifhed by their converfation, and refined 
by their example; but when I appealed to Mr. 
Quin, and afked if he did not think that fuch an 
unreferved mixture would improve the whole mafs ? 
—‘* Yes, (faid he) as a plate of marmalade would 

*¢ improve a pan of firreverence.”® 
I owned I was not much converfant in high-life, 
but I had feen what were called polite affemblies in 
London and elfewhere; that. thofe of Bath feemed 
to be as decent as any; and that, upon the whole, 
the individuals that compofed it, would not be 
found deficient in good manners and decorum. 
«* But let us have recourfe to experience, (faid I) 
s¢ Jack Holder, who was intended for a parfon, 
‘¢ has fucceeded to an eftate of two thoufand a year, 
‘¢ by the death of his elder brother. He is now at 
“ the Bath, driving about in a phaeton and four, 
‘¢ with French horns. He has treated with turtle 
‘© and claret at all the taverns in Bath and Briftol, 
<¢ till his guefts are gorged with good chear: he 
«* has bought a dozen fuits of fine clothes, by the 
** advice of the Mafter of the Ceremonies, under 
«< whofe tuition be has entered himfelf: he has 
‘< loft fome hundreds at billiards to fharpers, and 
“< taken one of the nymphs of Avon-ftreet into 
‘* keeping ; but, finding all thefe channels infuffi- 
cient to drain him of his current cafh, his coun- 
*¢ fellor has engaged him to give a general tea- 
«¢ drinking to-morrow at Wiltthice’s room. In 
D 3 6 osder 
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order to give it the more eclat, every table is to 
“be furnifhed with f{weet-meats and nofegays ; 
‘s which, however, are not to be touched till notice 
‘* is given by the ringing of a bell, and then the 
«¢ Jadies may help themfelves without reftriGtion. 
This will be no bad way of trying the company’s 
‘© breeding” 

“© [ will abide by that experiment, (cried my 
<¢ uncle) and if I could find a place to ftand fecure, 
‘> without the vortex of the tumult, which I know 
“¢ will enfue, I would certainly go thither and en- 
‘ joy the fcene.”? Quin propofed that we fhould 
take our ftation in the mufick-gallery ; and we took 
his advice. © Holder had got thither before us, with 
his horns perdue; but we were admitted: The 
tea-drinking paffed as ufual; and the company 
having rifen from the tabies, were fauntrirg in 
crcupes, in expectation of the fignal for attack, 
e - ‘en the bell beginning to ring, they flew with 

cernefs to the defart, ard the whole place was 
ap Poni in commotion, There was nothing but 
puting, ferambling, pulling, fnatching, ftruggling, 
Hele iy aid (creaming. The nofegays were torn 
trom on aonether’s hands and bofoms; the glaffes 
anc china “ent o wreck ; the tables aad floor were 
trewed wiih com's. Some cred; fome fwore ; 
abd the tropes and figures of Billingfgate were ufed 
withont referve in all their mative zeft and flavour ; 
por were thofe flowers of rhetoric unattended with 
fixnificant gefticulation. Some fnapped their fin- 
gers; fome forked them out; fome clapped their 
hands, and fome their back-fides; at-length, they 
fairly proceeded to pulling caps, ‘and every thing 
feemed to prefage a general battle; when Ho!der 
ordered his horns to found a charge, with a view to 
animate the combatants, and inflame the ‘conteft ; 
but this maneeuvre pro ‘uced: an effect quite con- 
trary to what he expected. It-was a note of re- 
neg 1 a proach 
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proach that roufed them to an immediate fenfe of 
their difgraceful fituation. ‘They were afhamed of 
their abfurd deportment, and fuddenly defifted. 
They gathered up their caps, ruffles, and handker- 
chiefs ; and great part. of. them ole in filent 
mortification. 

‘Quin laughed at this saventiieg but my uncle’ $ 
delicacy was hurt. He hung his head in manifeft 
chagrin, and feemed to repine at the triumph of his 
judgment—Indeed, his viétory was more complete 
than he imagined ; for,:as we afterwards learned, 
the two amazons who fingularized themfelves moft 
in the: aétion, did not come from the: purlieus of 
Puddle-dock, but from ‘the ‘courtly neighbourhood 
of St. James’s palace. One was a baronefs, and 
the other, a wealthy knight’s dowager-—-My uncle 


fpoke not'a word, till we had made our retreat good © 


to the coffee-houfe ; ‘where, taking off his hat and 
Wiping his forehead; : * I blefs God (faid he) that 


‘“¢ Mrs. Tabitha Bramble did not-take the field to-’ 


‘¢ day !?? «© I would “pit her for-a cool hundred 
‘¢ (cried Quin) againit the beft fhake-bag of the 
‘“ whole main.” The truth is, nothing could 
have kept her at home but the accident ‘of her hav- 
ing taken phyfick before fhe knew the nature of the 
entertainment: She has been for fome days furbifh- 


ing up an old fuit of black velvet, to make her ap- 


pearance as Sir Ulic’s partner at the next ball. 

I have much to fay of this amiable kinfwomen ; 
but the has not been properly introduced to your 
acquaintance. She. is remarkably civil to Mr, 
Quin 5 of whofe farcaftic humour ‘fhe feems :to’ 
ftand in awe; but-her caution is no match for her 
impertinence. “Mr. Gwynn, (faid the the other 
« day) I was once vaftly entertained with your’ 
«e. nleving the Ghoft of Gimlet at Drury-lane, 
‘¢ when you rofe up through the ftage, with a 
“6 Cane face and .red eyes, and’ fpoke -of guail# 
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“< upon the frigbtful porcofine—Do, pray, {pout a 
‘< little the Ghoft of Gimlet.”? «* Madam, (faid 
** Quin, with a glance of ineffable difdain) the 


«« Ghoft of Gimlet is laid, never to rife again—’? 


Infenfible of this check, fhe proceeded: «« Well, 
*‘ to be fure, you looked and talked fo like a real 
** ghoft; and then the cock crowed fo natural. I 
‘* wonder how you could teach him to crow fo 
“* exadt, in the very nick of time; but, I fuppofe, 
** he’s game——-An’t he game, . Mr. Gwynn?” 


«« Dunghill, madam.” «* Well, dung-hill, or 


** not dung-hill, he has got fuch a clear counter- 
‘© tenor, that I with I bad fuch another at Bramble- 
‘* ton-hall, to wake the maids of a morning. Do 
«* you know where I could find one of his brood ?”? 
de Probably in the work-houfe of St. Giles’s parith, 
*« madam; but I proteft I know not his particular 
«© mew.” My uncle, frying with vexation, cried, 


«¢ Good God, fifter, how you talk! I have told: 


‘© you twenty times, that this gentleman’s name is 
« not Gwynn.—’’  « Hoity toity, brother mine, 
«¢ (fhe replied) no offence, I hope—Gwynn is an 
¢¢ honourable name, of: true old Britith extraCtion 
‘¢ ame { thought the gentleman had been come of 
«© Mrs. Helen Gwynn, who was of his own pro- 
‘¢ feffion ; and if fo be that were the cafe, he might 
_ be of king Charles’s breed, and have royal blood 
«s in his veins—” ¢* No, madam, (anfwered Quin, 
** with great folemnity) my mother was not a 
¢¢ whore of fuch diftintion— True it is, I am 
‘* fometimes tempted to believe myfelf of royal 
« defcent ; for my inclinations are often arbitrary 
«* —If I was an abfolute prince, at this inftant, I 
** believe J fhould fend for the head of your cook 
“*¢ in a charger—-She bas committed felony, on the 
** perfon of that John Dory; which is mangled in 
‘¢ a cruel manner, and even prefented without 
¥« fauce—O temporal O mores!” 
c This 
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This good-humoured fally turned the converfation 
into a lefs difagreeable channel — But, left you 
fhould think my {cribble as tedious as Mrs. .Tabby’s © 
clack, I fhall not add another word, but that] am 
as ufual es 


Yours, 
Bath, April 30. «i. Met Forp. 


CRNDEANSDEEMND?CEAND:CEANIDCEMND | 
To Dr. LEWIS. 


DEAR LEWIS, a 

IT RECEIVED your bill upon Wiltfhire, which 
was pundtually honoured ; but as I don’t choofe to 
_ keep fo much cafh by me, in a common lodging- 
houfe, I have depofited 250 /. in the bank of Bat 
and fhall take their bills for itin London, when | 
leave this plate, where the feafon draws to an end— 
You mutt know, that now being a-foot, 1 am refol- 
ved to give Liddy a glimpfe of London. She ts one 
of the beft hearted creatures I ever knew, and gains | 
upon my affeGtion every day—As for Tabby, I 
have dropt fuch hints to the Irifh baronet, concern- 
ing her fortune, as, I make no doubt, will cool the 
ardour of his addreffes. Then her pride will take 
_ the alafm; and the rancour of ftale maidenhood, 

being chafed, we fhall hear nothing but flander and 
_abufe of Sir Ulic Mackilligut—This rupture, I 
forefee, will facilitate our departure from Bath ; 
where, at prefent, ‘Tabby feems to enjoy herfelf 
with peculiar fatisfaQion. For my part, I deteft it 
fo much, that I fhould not have been able to ftay fo 
long in the place if I had not difcovered fome old 
friends ; whofe converfation alleviates my difguft— 


Going to the coffee-houfe one forenoon, I could. 
| ) 7 Ds. nog 
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hot help contemplating the company, with equal 
furprize and compafhon— We confifted of thirteen 
individuals ; feven lamed by the gout, rheumatifm, 
or palfy ; three maimed by accident ; and the reft 
either deaf or blind. One hobbled, another hop- 
ped, a third dragged his legs after him like a 
wounded fnake, a fourth ftraddled betwix! a pair 
of long crutches, like the mummy of a felon hanging 
in chains; a fifth was bent into a horizontal pofi- 
tion, like a mounted telefcope, fhoved in by a cou- 
ple of chairmen ; and a fixth was the buft of a man; 
fet upright in a wheel machine, which the waiter 
moved from place to place. | 

Being ftruck with fome of their faces, I confulted 
the {ubfcription- book ; and, perceiving the names 
__ of feveral old friends, began ‘to confider the groape 
with more attention. At length I difcovered rear~ 
admiral Balderick, the companion of my youth, 
whom I had rot feen firce he was appointed lieute- 
hant of the Severn. ‘He was metamorphofed into 
an old man, with a ‘wooden leg and a weatherbeaten 
face; which appeared the more’ ancient from his 
prey locks, that were truly venerable—Sitting 
down at the table, where he was reading a news 
paper, I gazed at him for fome minutes, with 4 
mixture of rleafure and regret, which made: my 
heart gufh with tendernefs; then,: taking: Kim by 
the hand, * Ah, Sam, (fatd 1): forty years’ age 
« 7 little thought” I was too much ‘moved to 
proceed. “* An old friend, fure'enough! (cried 


* he, ee my hand, and furveying me ea-_ 


© gerly thro’ his glaffes) I know the looming of the 


«¢ veffel, though fhe has been hard fttaitied fincé. 


« we parted; but I tan’t‘heave ‘up the nanhe—”’ 
‘The moment I told’ him who I was, he exclaimed, 
* Ha! Matt, my old fellow eruizer, “fill afloat 1? 
Ard, ftarting up, hugged me in his arms. His 
tranfport, however, boded me ho good; ‘for, tn 
a ~ faluting 
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~ fatuting me, he thruft the fpring of his fpe@acles.in- 
to my ‘eye, and, at the fame time, fet his wooden 
ftunp upon my gouty toe ; an attack that made me 
fhed tears in fad earneft—— After.the hurry of our 
recognition ‘was over, he pointed out two of our 
common frierids in‘ the ‘room: the buft was what. 
remained of colonel Cockril, who had loft the ufe 
of his limbs in making an American campaign ; 
~ and the telefcope ‘proved to be my college chum, fir 
Reginald Bently; who, with -his new ttle,. and 
unexpected ‘inheritance, commenced fox-hunter) 
without having ferved his apprenticefhip to the 
myftery ; and, in‘confequence of following the 
hounds through a river, was feized with an inflam- 
mation in his bowels, which has contra&ed him 
into his prefent attitude. | 


- Our former correfpondence ‘was forthwith ree 


newed, ‘with the moft. hearty. expreffions of mutual 
good-will; dnd 4s we ‘had met.fo unexpeCtedly, we 
agreed to dine together that very day at the tavern: 
My friend Quin, been luckily unengaged, obliged 
us with his company; and;. truly, this was the 
moft happy -day I have paffed thefe twenty years. . 
You and I, Lewis, having been always together, 
never tafted ‘friendthip in this'high goiit, contraGted 
from long ‘abfence. I'-cannot- exprefs: the half of 
what J felt at this cafualimeeting of three or four 
compariions, who had been fo long feparated, and 
fo roughly treated by ithe ftorms of life. “It was a 
renovation ‘of youth; a kind of refufcitation of 
the dead, that realized thofe interefting dreams, in 
which we fometimes ‘retrieve our ancient: friends: 
from the. grave. Perhaps my enjoyment was-not 
the: lefs pleafing for ‘being ‘mixed: with: a ftrain of | 
melancholy, produced by the remembrance of paft: 
fcenes, that conjured'up the ideas of fome endearing ° 
pcs ad whi is ane of ‘Death has aQtuall y- 
anes a 

| e 
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The-fpirits and good-humour of the company 
feemed to triumph over the wreck of their con- 
ftitutions. ‘They had even philofophy enough 
to joke upon their own calamities; fuch is the 
power of friendfhip, the fovereign cordial of life 


—I afterwards found, however, that they were. 


not without their moments, and even hours of 


difquiet. Each of them apart, in fucceeding con-. 


ferences, expatiated upon his own particular grie- 
vances; and they were all malcontents at bottom— 
Over and above their perfonal difafters, they thought 
themfelves unfortunate in the lottery of life. Bal- 
drick complained, that all the.recompenfe he had 


received for his long and hard fervice, was the. 


half-pay of a rear-admiral, The colonel was mor- 
tified to fee himfelf over-topped by upftart generals, 
fome of whom he had once commanded; and, 
being a man of a liberal turn, could ill put-up with 
a moderate annuity, for which he chad fold his 
commiffion. As for the baronet, having run him- 
felf confiderably in debt, on. a-contefted eleQion, 
he has been obliged to relinquith his feat in parlia- 
ment, and his feat in the country at the fame time, 
and put his eftate to nurfe; but his chagrin, which 
is the effe& of his own mifcondud, does not affed 
mie half fo much as that of the: other two; who 
have aed honourable and diftinguithed; parts on 


the great theatre, and are now reduced to lead. 


a weary life in this ftewpan of idlenefs and infignifi- 
cance. They-have long left off ufing the waters, 
after having experienced their inefficacy. The di~ 
verfions of the place they are not in a condition to 
enjoy. How then do they make fhift to pafs their 
time? In the forenoon, they crawl out to the 
Rooms or the coffee-houfe, where they take a 
hand at whift, or defcant upon the General Adver- 


tifer; and their. evenings they murder in private. 


parties, among peevifh invalids, and infipid old 
| women 


er 
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women== This is the cafe with a good number of 
individuals, whom nature feems to have intended 

for better purpofes, | 
About a dozen years ago, many decent families, 
reftri@ed to fmall fortunes, befides thofe that came 
hither on the {core of health, were tempted to fettle 
at Bath, where they could then live comfortably, 
and even make a genteel appearance, ata {mall 
expence: but the madnefs of the times has made 
the place too hot for them, and they are now ob- 
liged to think of other migrations—Some have al- 
ready fled to the mountains of Wales, and others 
have retired to Exeter. hither, no doubt, they 
will be followed by the flood of luxury and extra- 
vagance, which will drive them from place to place 
to the very Land’s End; and there, I fuppofe, 
they will be obliged to thip themfelves to fome other 
country. Bath is become a mere fink of profligacy 
and extortion. Every article of houfe-keeping 1s 
raifed to an enormous price; a circumftance no 
longer to be wondered at, when we know that every 
tty retainer of fortune piques himfelf upon keep- 
ing a table, and thinks ’tis for the honour of his 
chara@er to wink at the knavery of his fervants, 
who are jn a confederacy with the market-people ; 
and, of confequence, pay whatever they demand. 
Here is now a mufhroom of opulence, who pays a 
cook feventy guineas a week for furnifhing him 
with one meal a day. This portentous frenzy 1s 
become fo contagious, that the very rabble and 
refufe of mankind are infe&ted. I have known a 
negro-driver, from Jamaica, pay over-night to the 
mafter of one of the Rooms, fixty-five guineas for 
tea and coffee.to the company, and leave Bath next 
‘morning, in fuch obfcurity, that not one of his 
guefts had the flighteft idea of his perfon, or even 
made the leaft inquiry about his name. cee 
e o 
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of this kind are frequent; and every day teems’ 
with frefh abfurdities, which are too grofs to make 
a thinking man merry.—But I feel the ipleen creep-- 
ing on me apace; atid: thereforé will indulge you 
- with a ceffation, that you may have no poe A 
cate to ae your corr efpondence mals 


Dear Dick,. 


grat ante = oe +f me 
ee eres 
Bath, al 5: *. ge. + Me Marr. Brauer. 
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| Dot 
To Mife Laresia wares, at emu t. ) 
MY DEAR LETTY, | : Me es 

I WROTE. you at great Neely by ithe” pot,’ 
the twenty-fixth of laft month, to ‘which 1 refer 
you for an account of our proceedings at” Bath ; 3 
and I expe your. anfwer: with impatience.’ "But, 
having this opportunity of ‘a private-hand, 1 fend 
you two dozen of Bath-rings ;- fix of the ibe ft of 
which I defire you will keep tor yourfelf} and” dif 
tribute the reft among the young ladies, our-com> 
mon friends, as you: fhall think proper=-—=i] don’ 
know how you will approve of the mottoes ; fome 
of them are ‘notumurh tomy own kings but E-was 
obliged to take. fach as I rould find ready manu face 
tured—I am vexed, that néithér you ' not I Have 
veceived any’ further information of a-certain perfor 
«Sure it can’t be wilful negle@ !—O my dear 


Wihis+ I-begin to be wifited by ftrange ‘fancies, 


and to have fome:melancholy doubts ; which, how- 
ever, it would be ungenerouS to harbour without 
further 


ne 
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farther inquiry—My uncle, who has made me a 
prefent of a very fine fet of garnets, talks of treat- 
ing us with a jaunt-to d.ondon; which, you ma 
imagme, will be highly agreeable : but I ike Bath 
fo well, that | hope he won’t think of leaving it 
till the feafon is quite over; and yet, betwixt 
friends, fomething has happened to my aunt, which 
will probably fhorten our ftay in this place. 

Yefterday, in the forenoon, fhe went by herfelf 
toa breakfafting in one of the rooms; and, in half 
an hour, returnéd in great agitation, having Chow- 
der along with her in the chair. I believe forme 
accident muft have happened to'that unlucky anis 
mal, which is the great fource of atl+trer troubles. 
Dear Letty! what a pity it is, that a woman of 
her years and difcretion, fhould place her affe€tion 
upon fuch an ugly, ill-conditioned cur, that fnarls 
and {naps at every body. I afked John Thomas, 
- the footman who attended her, what was the 
matter ? and he did nothing but grin. A famous 
dog-doftor was fent for, and undertook to cure the 
patient, provided he might carry him home to his 
own houfe ; but his miftrefs would not part with 
him out of her own fight——She ordered the cook 
to warm cloths, which fhe applied to his bowels, 
with her own hand. She gave up all thoughts of 
going to the ball in the evening; and when Sir 
Ulic came to drink tea, refufed to be feen ;. fo that 
he went away to look for another partner. My 
brother Jery whiftles and dances. My uncle fome- 
times fhrugs up his fhoulders, and fometimes burfts 
out a-langhing. My aunt fobs and fcolds by turns ; 
and her woman, Win Jinkins, ftares and wonders 
- with a foolifh face: of curiofity 5 and, for’my parts 
I am as curious as fhe, but afhamed to afk quef. 
tions. 

Perhaps time will difcover the myftery ; for if 
it was ay ae thing that- happened in the. Rooms;: it 


can’t 
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can’t be long concealed—All I know is, that laft 
night at fupper, mifs Bramble fpoke very difdain- 
fully of Sir Ulic Mackilligut, and afked her bro- 
ther if he intended to keep us fweltering all the 
fummer at Bath? ** No, fifter Tabitha, (faid he, 
«¢ with an arch fmile) we fhall retreat before the 


«© Dog-days begin; though I make no doubt, that — 


*< with a little temperance and difcretion, our con- 
 ftitutions might be kept cool enough all the 
¢¢ year, even at Bath.” As I don’t know the 
meaning of this infinuation, I won’t pretend to 
make any remarks upori it at prefent: hereafter, 
perhaps, I may be.able to explain it more to your 


fatisfaCtion———In the mean time, I beg you will . 


be punual in your correfpondence, and continue 
to love your ever faithful 


Bath, May 6. Lypra MELrorp. 
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To Sir Watkin Puityips, ‘of Jefus college, 
Oxon. - | 


SO then Mrs. Blackerby’s affair has proved a 
falfe alarm, and I have faved my money ? I with; 
however, her declaration had not been fo prema- 
ture ; for though my being thought capable of ma- 
_ king her a mother, might have given me fome cre- 
dit, the reputation of an intrigue with fuch a 
cracked pitcher does me no honour at all——In my 
laft I told you I had hopes of feeing Quin, in his 
hours of elevation at the tavern which is the temple 
of mirth and good-fellowfhip ; where he, as’ Prieft 
of Comus, utters the infpirations of wig and humour 
-——I have had that fatisfaQion. I have dined 
with this club at the Three Tuns, and had the 

. 4 ; | ~ honour 
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honour to fit him out. At half an hour paft eight 
in the evening, he was carried home with fix good 
bottles of claret under his belt ; and it being then 
Friday, he gave orders that he fhould not be dif- 
turbed till Sunday at noon—— You niuft not ima-— 
gine that this dofe had any other effe@ upon his 
converfation, but that of making it more extra- 
vagantly entertaining—He loft the ufe of his 
limbs, indeed, feveral hours before we parted, but 
he retained all his other faculties in perfeQion; and 
as he gave vent tb every whimfical idea as it rofe, I 
was really aftonifhed at the brilliancy of his thoughts, 
and the force of his expreffion. Quin is a real vo- 
Juptuary in the articles of eating and drinking ; and 
fo confirmed an epicure, in the common acceptation 
of the term, that he cannot put up with ordinary 
fare, This is a point of fuch importance with him, 
that he always takes upon himfelf the charge of ca- 
tering ; and a man admitted to his mefs, is always 
fure of eating delicate viGtuals, and drinking ex- 
cellent wine—He owns himfelf addi@ed to the de- 
lights of the ftomach, and often jokes upon his own | 
fen{uality ; but there is nothing felfith in this appe- 
tite He finds that good chear unites good com- 
pany; exhilerates the f{pirits, opens the heart, ba- 
nifhes all reftraint from converfation, and promotes 
the happieft purpofes of focial life—But Mr. James 
Quin is not a fubje& to be difcuffed in the compafs 
of one letter; I fhall therefore, at prefent, leave 
him to his repofe, and call another of a very dif- 
ferent complexion. 

You defire to have further acquaintance with 
the perfon of our aunt, and promife yourfelf much 
entertainment from her connexion with Sir Ulic. 
Mackilligut: but in this hope you are baulked 
already ; that connexion is diffolved. The Irith 
baronet is an old hound, that, finding her carrion, 
has quitted the {cent—~I have already told you, Ba 

: rs. 
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Mrs. Tabitha Bramble is a maiden of forty-five. | 


In her perfon, fhe is tall, raw-boned, aukward, 
flat-chefted, and ftooping ; her complexion is fal- 
low and freckled; her eyes are not grey, but 
_greenifh, like thofe of a cat, and generally infam~- 
ed; her hair is of a fandy,-or rather dufty hue ;. 
her forehead low; ther nofe long, fharp, and, to- 


wards the extremity, always red in cool weather; _ 


her lips fkinny, her mouth extenfive, her teeth 
ftraggling and loofe, of various colours and confor- 
mation ; and her long neck fhrivelled into'a thou- 


fand wrinkles—In her temper, fhe is proud, :ftiff, . 


vain, imperious, prying, malicious, greedy, and. 
wncharitable. - In all likelihood, her natural aufteriry 


has been foured by difappointment in loves for her | 


long celibacy is by no means owing to her diflike of 
wiattimony: on the contrary, fhe has left no ftone 
unturned to avoid the reproachful epithet of ‘old 
maid. - i i ae aa 
- Before I was born, fhe had gone fach lengths in 
the way of flirting with a recruiting-officer, that 
her reputation was a littl finged. She afterwards 
made advances to the curate of the parifh, who 
dropped fome diftant hints about the next prefenta- 
tion to the living, which was in her brother’s gift ; 
but finding that was already promifed to another, 
he flew off at a tangent ; and Mrs. ‘Tabby, in re- 
venge, found means to deprive him of his cure. 
Her next lover was lieutenant of a man of war, a 
relation ‘of the family, who did not underftand the 
refinements of the paffion, and expreffed no aver- 
fion to grapple with coufin Tabby’ in the way of 
Marriage, but before matters could be properly 
ddjufted, he went out on a cruife, and ‘was killed in’ 
an engagement with a French:frigate. : Our aunt, 
though baffled fo often, did not yet defpair—She 
layed all her {nares for Dr. Lewis, who is the fidus 
Achates of my uncle, She even fell fick upon. 

the 
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the occafion, and prevailed with Matt to inter- 
pofe in her behalf with his friend; but the Door, 
being a fhy cock, would not be caught with chaff, 
and flatly rejeGted the propofal: fo that Mrs.’ Tabi- 
tha was content to exert her patience once more, 
after having endeavoured in vain to effe& a rupture 
betwixt the two friends ; and ‘now fhe thinks proper 
to be very civil to Lewis, who is become neceflary 
to her in the way of his profeffion. 

Thefe, however, are not the only efforts fhe has 
_ made towards a nearer conjuntion with our fex. 
Her fortune was originally no more than a thoufand 
pounds; but fhe gained an acceffion of five hundred 
by the death of a fifter, and the lieutenant left her 
three hundred in his will.’ Thefe furns fhe has 
more than doubled, by living free of all expence, 
in her brother’s houfe; and dealing in cheefe and 
Welfh flannel, the produce ‘of his flocks and dairy. 
At prefent ber capital is increafed to about four 
thoufand pounds; and her avarice feetns to grow 
every day more and more rapatious: but éven this és 
not fo intolerable, as the perverfenefs of her ‘nature, 
which keeps-the whole family in difquiet and up- 
. Yoar, She is one of thofe geniufes who find fome 
diabolical enjoyment in being dreaded and detefted 
by their fellow-creatures. : 

I once told my uncle, I was furprifed that a‘man 
of ‘his difpofition could bear fuch a domeftic plague, 
when it could be fo eafily removed—The remark 
made him fore, becaufe it feemed to tax ‘him with 
want of refolution— Wrinkling up his tiofe, and 
drawing down his eye-brows, ‘ A young fellow, 
«« (faid he) when ‘he firft thrafts his fnout into the 
¢ world, is apt to be furprifed at many things, 
«¢ which a man of experience knows to be ordinary 
« und unavoidable—This precious aunt of yours is 
* become infenfibly a part of my conftitution— 
se Damn her! She’s'a noi me tangere in my ae 
| «© whic 
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«: which I cannot bear to be touched or tampered 
** with.” 1 made no reply; but fhifted the con- 
verfation. He really has an affe@ion for this origi- 
nal ; which maintains its ground in defiance of com- 
mon fenfe, and in defpite of that contempt which 
he muft certainly feel for her charaGter and under- 
ftanding. Nay, I am convinced, tbat fhe has like- 
wife a moft virulent attachment to his perfon ; 
though her love never fhews itfelf but in the fhape 
of difcontent ; and fhe perfifts in tormenting him 
out of fheer tendernefs—The only obje& within 
doors upon which fhe beftows any marks of affec- 
tion, in the ufual ftile, is her dog Chowder ; a filthy 
cur from Newfoundland, which fhe had in a pre- 
fent from the wife of a fkipper in Swanfey—One 
would imagine fhe had diftinguifhed this beaft with 
her favour on account of his uglinefs and ill-nature ; 
if it was not, indeed, an inftin@ive fympathy be- 
tween his difpofition and her own. Certain it is, 
fhe careffes him without ceafing ; and even har- 
raffles the family in the fervice of this cuffed animal, 
_ which, indeed, has proved the proximate caufe of 
her breach with Sir Ulic Mackilligut. 

You muft know, fhe yefterday wanted to fteal 


a march of poor Liddy, and went to breakfaft in 


the Room without any other companion than her 


dog, in expeGation of meeting with the Baronet, | 
who had agreed to dance with her in the evening—= 


Chowder no fooner made his appearance inthe Room, 
than the mafter of the Ceremonies, incenfed at his 
prefumption, ran up to drive him away, and threat- 
ened him with his foot; but the other feemed to 
defpife his authority, and difplaying a formidable 
cafe of long, white, fharp teeth, kept the puny 
monarch at bay-—while he ftood under fome trepi- 
dation, fronting his antagonift, and bawling to the 
waiter, Sir Ulic Mackilligut came to his affiftance ; 
and feeming ignorant of the connexion between this 

intruder 
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intruder and his miftrefs, gave the former fuch a kick | 


in the jaws, as fent him howling to the door—— 
Mrs. ‘Tabitha, incenfed at this outrage, ran after 

him, fqualling in a tone equally difagreeable ; while 
the Baronet followed her on one fide, making 
apologies for his miftake ; and Derrick on the other, 
‘making remonftrances upon the rules and regula- 
tions of the place. : : 

Far from being fatisfied with the Knight’s ex- 
cufes, fhe faid fhe was {ure he was no gentleman; 
and when the Mafter of the Ceremonies offered to 
hand her into the chair, fhe rapped him over the 
knuckles with her fan. My uncle’s footman being 
ftill at the door, fhe and Chowder got inte the fame 
vehicle, and were carried off amidft the jokes of 
the chairmen and other populacem——[ had been 
riding out on Clerkendown, and happened to enter 
juft as the fracas was over—The Baronet, coming 
up to me with an affe&ed air of chagrin, recounted 
the ‘adventure ; at which I laughed heartily, and 
then his countenance cleared up. ‘* My dear 
« foul, (faid he) when I faw a fort of a wild baift, 
«< fnarling with open mouth at the Mafter of the 
«« Ceremonies, like the red cow going to devour 
‘¢ Tom Thumb, I could do no lefs than go to 
«s the affiftance of the little man; but I never 
« dreamt the baift was one of Mrs. Bramble’s 
“¢ attendants——O! if I had, he might have made 
¢¢ his breakfaft upon Derrick and welcome 
«« But, you know, my dear friend, how natural 
_ 6 it is for us Irifhmen to blunder, and to take 
«s the wrong fow by the ear—However I will con- 
fefs judgment, and cry her mercy; and ’tis to 
«: be hoped, a penitent finner may be. forgiven.”? 
I told him, that as the offence was not involuntary 
of his fide, it was to be hoped he would not find 
her implacable. 


But, 
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But, in. truth, all this concern was diffembled, 
In his approaches of. gallantry to Mrs. ‘Tabitha, 
he had been mifled by a miftake of at leaft fix thou- 
fand pounds, in the calculation of her fortune; and 
in this particular he was juft undeceived. Hey 
therefore, feized the firft opportunity of incurring. 
her difpleafure decently, in fuch a manner as would, 
certainly annihilate the correfpondence ; and he 
could not have taken a more effeGtual method, than 
that of beating her dog. When he prefented him- 
felf at our door, to pay his refpedts to the offended 
fair, he was refufed admittance ; and given to un- 
derftand, that he fhould never find her at home for 
the future. She was not fo inacceffible to Derrick, 
who came to demand fatisfaGtion for the infult 
fhe had offered to him, even in the verge of his 
own court. She knew it was convenient to be well 
with the mafter of the Ceremonies, while fhe con- 
tinued to frequent the Rooms ; and, having heard 
he was. a poet, began to be afraid of making her 
appearance in a ballad or lampoon.—She therefore 
made excufes for what fhe had done, imputing it to 
the flutter of her fpirits ; and fubfcribed handfomely: 
for his poems: fo that he was perfectly appeafed, 
and overwhelmed her with a profufion of com 
pliment. He even .folicited a reconciliation with 
Chowder ; which, however, the latter declined ; 
and he declared, that if he could find a precedent 
in the annals of the Bath, which, he would care- 
fully examine for that purpofe, her favourite fhould 
be admitted to the next public breakfafting—But, 
I believe fhe will not expofe herfelf or him to the 
rifque of a fecond difgrace—-Who will fapply the 
place of Mackilligut in her affeétions, I cannot 
forefee ; but nothing in the fhape of map can come 
amifs. . Though fhe is a violent. churth-waman, 
of the moft intolerant zeal, I believe in my confci- 
ence fhe would have no obje@ion, at prefent, to 

treat 
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freat on the fcore of matrimony with an Anabaptift, 
Quaker, or Jew ; and even ratify the treaty, at 
the expence of her own converfion. But, perhaps, 
T think too hardly of this kinfwoman ; who, I mutt 
own, is very little beholden to the good opinion of 

p.  #9 - © Yours, 7 


Bath, May 6.. J. MeLForp. ~ 


To Dr. LEWIS. 


YOU afk me, why I don’t take the air a-horfe- 
back, during this fine weather ?—In which of the 
avenues of this paradife would you have me take 
that exercife ? Shall I commit myfelf to the high- 
- roads of London or Briftol, to be ftifled with duft, 
or preffed to death in the midft of poft-chaifes, 
flying-machines, waggons, and coal-horfes ; befides 
the troops of fine gentlemen that take te the high- 
way, to fhew their horfemanfhip f and the coaches 
of fine ladies, who go thither to fhew their equi- 
pages? Shall I attempt the Downs, -and fatigue 
myfelf to death in climbing up an eternal afcent, 
without any hopes of reaching the fummit ? Know 
then, I have made divers defperate leaps at thofe 
upper regions ;- but always fell’ backward into this 
vapour-pit, exhaufted and difpirited by thofe inef- 
feQual efforts ; and: here we poor valetudinarians 
pant and ftruggle, like fo many Chinefe gudgeons, 
gafping in the bottom of a punch-bowl. By Hea- 
ven, it is a kind of inchantment ! If I do not fpeedily 
break the fpell, and-eftape, I may chance to give 
up the ghoft in this ndufeous ftew: of corruption—It 
was but two nights ago; that I had Itke to have 
made my public exit, ‘at a minute’s warning.- One 
of my greateft weakneffes is that of fuffering myfetf 

to 


96 Tut EXPEDITION or 


to be over-ruled by the opinion of people, whofe 
judgment I defpife—I own, with fhame and confu- 
fion of face, that importunity of any kind I cannot 
refift. This want of courage and conftancy is an 
original flaw in my nature, which you muft have 
often obferved with compaffion, if not with con- 
tempt. [Iam afraid fome of our boafted virtues 
may be traced up to this defe@.—— 
- Without further preamble, I was perfuaded to 
go to a ball, on purpofe to fee Liddy dance a minuet 
with a young petulant jackanapes, the only fon of a 
wealthy undertaker from London, whofe mother 
lodges in our neighbourhood, and has contra&ed 
an acquaintance with Tabby. I fat a couple of 
long hours, half ftifled, in the midft of a noyfome 
crowd; and could not help wondering, that fo 
many hundreds of thofe that rank as rational crea- . 
tures, could find entertainment in feeing a fuccef-. 
fion of infipid animals, defcribing the fame dull 
figure for a whole evening, on an area, not much 
bigger than a taylor’s fhop-board. If there had 
been any beauty, grace, activity, magnificent drefs, 
or variety of any kind, howfoever abfurd, to engage 
the attention, and amufe the fancy, I fhould not 
have been furprifed; but there was no fuch obje@ : 
it was a tirefome repetition of the fame languid, 
. frivolous fcene, performed by a@ors that feemed 
to fleep in all their motions——The continual 
fwimming of thofe phantoms before my eyes, gave 
me a fwimming of the head ; which was alfo 
affe@ed by the fouled air, circulating through fuch 
a number of rotten human bellows—-—I therefore 
retreated towards the door, and ftood in the patf- 
fage to the next room, talking to my friend Quin; 
' when an end being put to the minuets, the benches 
were removed to make way for the country- 
dances; and the multitude rifing at once, the 
whole 
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whole atmofphere was put in commotion. Then, 


-.all of a fudden, came rufhingtupon me, an Egyp- 


tian gale, fo impregnated with peftilential va- 
pours, that my nerves were overpowered, and I 
dropt fenfelefs upon the floor. ei 

You may eafily conceive what a clamour and 


_ confufion this accident muft have produced, in 


fuch an affembly—I foon recovered, however, 
and found myfelf in an eafy chair, fupported by 
my own people—Sifter Tabby, in her great ten- - 
dernefs, had put me to the torture, fqueezing my 
head under her army and ftuffing my nofe with 
{pirit of hartfhorn, till the whole infide was exco- 
riated. I no fooner got home, than I fent for doc« 
tor Ch—, who affuredme, I needed not be alarm- 
ed, for my fwooning was entirely occafioned by 


_ an accidental impreffion of fetid effluvia upon 


nerves of uncommon fenfibility. | know not how 
other people’s nerves are conftru&ed; but one 
would imagine they muft be made of very coarfe 
materials, to ftand the fhock of fuch a horrid af- 
fault. It was, indeed, a compound of villainous {mells, 
in which the moft violent ftinks, and the moft 
powerful perfumes, contended for the maftery. 
Imagine to yourfelf a high exalted effence of 
mingled odours, arifing from/putrid gums, impoft- 
humated lungs, four flatulencies, rank arm-pits, 
fweating feet, running fores and iffues, plafters; 
ointments, and embrocations, hungary-water, 
fpirit of lavender, affafcetida drops, mufk, hartf- 
horn, and fal volatile ; befides a thoufand frowz 

fteams, which I could not analyfe. Such, 6 
Dick! is the fragrant ether we breathe in the 
polite affemblies of Bath—Such is the atmof- 
phere I have exchanged for the pure, elaftic, ani- 


mating air of the Welfh mountainy—O Rus, 


quando te afpictam 1—I wonder what the devil 
poffefied me—~ : | 7 
VoL, I, E But 
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But few Words are beft: I have taken my re-. 
folution— You mayfwell fuppofe I'don’t intend to 
entertain the company with a fecond exhibition— 
I have promifed, in an evil hour, to proceed to 
London, and that promife fhall be performed ; 

but my ftay in the metropolis fhall be brief. I 
have, for the benefit of my Health, projeéed an 
expedition to the North, which, I hope, will af- 
Yord fome agreeable paftime. I have never tra- 
velled farther that way than Scarborough ; and, 
I think; tt is a reproach upon me, as a Britith 
freehalder, to have lived fo fong without mak- 
_. ing ag-excurfion to the other fide of the Tweed. 
Befwdes, I have fome relations fettled ih York- 
fhire, ‘to. whom it may not be improper to intro- 
‘dice “my nephew ahd his fifter—At prefent, I 
have nothing to add, but that Tabby 1s happily 
difeneangled from the Irifh Baronet ; and that I 
will not fail to make you acquainted, from time | 
‘to time, with the fequel of our adventures: a 
mark of confideration, which, perhaps, you 
would willingly difpenfe with in 
| Your humble fervant, 


_ Bath, May 8. ’Matr. BRAMBLE. 
PHS PESSSSESER SESS HSER 
To Sir WATKIN PHILLips, of Jefus College, 


Oxon. 


DEAR PHILLIPS, | 

A FEW days ago we were terribly alarmed 
by my uncle’s fainting at the ball—He has been 
‘been ever fince curfing his own folly, for going 
thither at the requeft of an impertinent woman. 
He declares, he will fooner vifit a houfe infe&ted 
with the plague, than truft. himfelf in fuch a 
naufeous fpital for the future, for-he fwears the 
° | ., | gecident 
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accident was occafioned by the ftench of the 
crowd; and that he would never defire a ftronger 
proof of our being made of very grofs materials, 
than our having withftood the annoyance, by 
which he was fo much difcompofed. For my 
part, Iam very thankful for the coarfenefs of my 
organs, being in no danger of ever falling a fa- 
crifice to the delicacy of my nofe. Mr. Bramble 
is extravagantly delicate in all his fenfations, both 
of foul and body. I was informed by Dr. Lewis, 
that he once fought a duel with an officer of the 
horfe-guards, for turning afide to the Park wall, 
on a neceflary occafion, when he was pafling 
with a lady under his prote&tion. His blood rifes 
at every inftance of infolence and cruelty, evem 
where he himfelf is no way concerned ; and in= 
pratitude makes his teeth chatter. On the other 
hand, the recital of a generous, humane, or grate- 
ful a&tion, never fails to draw from him tears of 
approbation, which he is often greatly diftrefied 
to conceal. . : | 

Yefterday, one Paunceford gave. téa, on partit 
ticular invitation—This man, dfter having been 
long buffetted by adverfity, wént abroad; and 
Fortune, rtfolved to ‘make him amends fer het 
former coynefs,: fet him-all at ence up to the very. 
ears in affluence. He has now emerged from ob- 
fcurity, and blazes out in all the tinfel of the 
times. I don’t find that ‘he is charged with any 
aaa that. the ‘law deenis ‘difhoneft, or that 

is wealth has:niade hifn arrogant and inatceffible ; 
un the contrary; ‘he takes gréat pains to appedt 
affable and gracious. But ‘they fay, he 1s ré- 
markable for fhrinking from his forrner frietid+ 
fhips, which were. generally too plain and home: 
{pun to appear dmidft his prefent brilhiant con- 
nexions ;:. and: that he feems uneafy ‘at fight of 
forme old berefaétors, ‘whom 4 nian of, honout 
a E 2 would 


Yee Sores 
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would take pleafure to acknowledge—Be that as. 


it may, -he had fo effectually engaged the com- 
pany at Bath, that. when I went with my uncle 
to the.coffee-houfe in the evening, there was not 
a foul in the room but one perfon, feemingly in 
years, who fat by the fire, reading one of the 
papers. Mr. Bramble, taking-his {tation clofe by 
him, -** There is fuch a crowd and confufion of 
*¢ chairs in the paflage to Simpfon’s, -(faid he) 
 $©that we could hardly get along——I with 
“© thofe-minions of fortune would fall upon more 
‘‘ Jatiduble ways of {pending their money—— 
$1 fuppofe, Sir, you-like-this kind of entertain- 
#€ tainment as little as I do?” ‘*I can’t fay, I 
£* have any great relifh for fuch entertainments,” 
anfwered the other, without taking ‘his eyes off 
the paper—‘* Mr. Serle, (refumed my uncle) I 
‘* beg pardon for interrupting you; but I can’t 
s¢ refift the curiofity I haye:'to know if you re- 

<¢ ceived a card on this.eccafion?”’ | 
The man feemed furprifed -at this addrefs, and 
made feme paufe, as doubtful-what anfwer he 
fhoyld make. ‘* I know my curiofity.is imperti- 
*‘ nent, (added my uncle) but I have a particular 
5‘ reafon for: afking the favour.” ‘If that be 
s¢ the cafe, {replied Mr. Serle) I fhail gratify you 
¢¢ without hefitation, by owning, that I have had 
s$nb card. But, give me leave, Sir, to afk in 
*¢ my turn, what.reafon you think ] have to ex- 
s* pcét fuch an invitation-from the gentleman who 
‘© gives tea?” “* I have my owa_reafons ; (cried 
« Mr. Bramble, with fome emotion} and am con- 
*‘ yinced, more than ever, that this Paunceford is 
“<a contemptible fellow.” ** Sir, (faid the other, 
‘¢ laying down the paper) I have not the honour 
** to know you; but your difcourfe is a little myf- 
*< terious, and feems to require fome explanation. 
‘* The perfon you are pleafed to treat fo cava- 
os “¢ lierly, 


ae . 
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lierly, isa gentleman of fome confequence in 
‘the community ; and, for aught you know, I 
‘* may alfo have my particular reafons for defend- 
‘ing his chara@ter—” ‘* If I was not convin- 
‘© ced of the contrary, (obferved the other) I 
‘ fhould not have gone fo far—’’ ‘* Let me tell ' 
“you, Sir, (faid the ftranger, raifing his voice) 
‘‘ you have gone too far, in hazarding fuch 
‘“* refleCtions—’’ 

Here he was interrupted by my uncle; who 
afked peevifhly, if he was Don Quixote enough, 
at this time of day, to throw down his gauntlet 
as champion for a man who had treated him with 
fuch ungrateful negle&. ‘* For my part, (added 
‘© he) I fhall never quarrel with you again upon 
‘¢ this fubje@Qt ; and what I have faid now, has 
“© been fuggefted as much by my regard for you, 
‘© as by my contempt of him—’’ Mr. Serle, then 
pulling off his fpe€tacles, eyed uncle very earneft- 
ly, faying, in a mitigated tone, “ Surely I am 
‘© much obliged—Ah, Mr. Bramble! I now re- 
*¢ colle& your features, though I have not feen 
*¢ you thefe many years.’ ‘ We might have 
<< been lefs ftrangers to one another, (anfwered. 
‘¢ the {quire) if our correfpondence had not been 
‘¢ interrupted, in confequence of a mifunderftand- | 
‘‘ ing, occafoned by this very —, but no mat-. 
“ ter—Mr. Serle, I efteem your chara&er ; and 
‘¢ my friendfhip, fuch as it is, you may freely 
** command.” “ The offer is too agreeable to be 
** declined (faid he) ; I embrace it very cordially ; . 
. © and, as the firft fruits of it, requeft that you » 
‘¢ will change this fubje@, which, with me, isa 
‘6 matter of peculiar delicacy.” 

My uncle owned he was in the right, and the 
difcourfe took a more general turn. Mr. Serle 
paffed the evening with us at our lodgings; and 
appeared to be intelligent,.and even pace autre 

‘ 3 ut 
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but his difpofition was rather of a melancholy: 
hue. My uncle fays he is a man of uncommon: 


parts, and unqueftioned. probity : that his fortune, 
which was originally fmall, has been greatly hurt 
by a romantic fpirit of generofity, which he has 


often difplayed, even at the expence of his difcre-. 
tion, in favour of worthlefs individuals—That ° 


he had refcued Paunceford from the loweft diftrefs, 
when he was bankrupt, both in means and repu- 
tation— That he had efpoufed his interefts with a 


degree of enthufiafm, broke with feveral friends, . 


and even drawn his fword againft my uncle, who 
had particular reafons for queftioning the moral 


charaGer of the faid Paunceford: that, without : 


Serle’s countenance and affiftance, the other never 
could pave embraced the opportunity, which has 


raifed him to this pinnacle of wealth: that Paunce- - 
ford, in the firft ‘tranfports of his fuccefs, had: 
written, from abroad, letters to different cor- - 


refpondents, owning his obligations to Mr. Serle, 
in the warmeft terms of acknowledgment, and 
declaring he canfidered himfelf only as a fa&tor for 
the occafions ef his beft friend: that, without 
doubt, he had made declarations of the fame na- 
ture to his benefaGor himfelf, though this laft 
was always filent and referved on the fubje@; 
but for fome years, thofe tropes and figures of 
rhetoric had been difufed: that, upon his return 
to England, he had been lavifh in his careffes to 
Mr. Serle, invited him to his houfe, and preffed 
him to miake it his own: that he had overwhelm- 
ed him with general profeffions, and affe&ted to 
exprefs the warmeft regard for him, 1n company 


of their common acquaintance; fo that every - 


body believed his gratitude was as liberal as his 

fortune; and fome went fo far as to congratulate 
Mr. Serle on both. ; 

_ All this time Paunceford carefully and artfully 

| ng avoided 


ee . 
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avoided particular difcuffions with his old patron, 
who had too much fpirit to drop the moft diftant, 
hint of balancing the account of obligation: that, 
neverthelefs, a man of his feelings could not but 
refent this fhocking return for all his kindnefs ; 
and, therefore, he withdrew himfelf from the 
connexion, without coming to the leaft explana- 
tion, or fpeaking a fyllable on the fubje& to any 
living foul; fo that now their correfpondence is 
-seduced to a flight falute with the hat, when they 
chance to meet.in any public place; an accident 
that rarely happens, for their walks lie different 
ways. Mr. Paunceford lives in a-palace, feeds 
upen dainties, is arrayed in fumptuoys apparel, 
_appears in all: the pomp of cquipage, and 
paffes his time among the nobles of the land. 
Serle lodges in Stall-ftreet, up two pair of ftairs 
backwards, walks a-foot ina bath-rug, eats for 
twelve fhillings a-week, and drinks water as. a 
prefervative againft the gout and gravel —Mark 
the viciffitude. Paunceford once refided in a gar 
ret; where he fubfifted upon fheep’s trotters and 
cow-heel, from which commons he was tranf- 
lated to the table of Serle, that ever abounded 
with good cheer; until want of oeconomy and 
retention, reduced. him to a flender annuity. in his 
decline of years, that {carce affords the bare necef- 
faries of life—Paunceford, however, does hsm the 
henour to {peak of him ftill, with uncommon re- 
gard ; and.to declare what pleafure it would give 
him to contribute in any fhape to his convenience: 
“‘ But you know, (he never fails to add) ke’s a 
‘¢ fhy kind of a man—-And then fuch a perfe& 
«¢ philofopher, that he looks upon all fuperfluities 
“< with the moft fovereign contempt.” 

Having given you this fketch of {quire Paunce- 
ford, I] need not make. any.comment on his chan 


radicr, but leave it at the mercy.of your own res 
E fleGtion ; 
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flection; from which, I dare fay, it will meet withas 

little quarter as it hasfound with Yours always, « 
Bath, May ro. | J. MELFoRD. 


To Mrs. MAry Jongs, at Brambleton-hall. | 


_ DEAR MOLLY, 

WE are alt upon the ving—Hey for London, 
girl! Fecks{ we have been Jong enough here ; for 
we’re all turned tipfy turvey—Miftrefs has ex- 
carded Sir Ulic for kicking of Chowder; and I 
have fent O Frizzle away, with a flea in his ear. 


—I’ve fhewn him how little 1 minded his tinfy. 


and his long tail—A fellor, who would think for 
to go, for to offer, to take up with a dirty trollop 
under my nofe—I ketched him in the very feat, 
coming out of the houfe-maids garret.—But I 
have gi’en the dirty flut a fiferary. O Molly! 
the fervants at Bath are devils in garnet —They 
lite the candle at both ends—Here’s nothing but 
ginketting, and wafting, and thieving, and trick- 
ing, and trigging; and then they are never con- 
tent—They won’t fuffer the ’fquire and miftrefs 


to ftay any longer; becaufe they have been al-_ 


ready above three weeks in the houfes and they. 
look for a couple of ginneys a-piece at our going 
away ; and this is a perquifite they expe& every 


month in the feafon; being as how no family has | 


aright to ftay longer than four weeks in the fame 
lodgings; and fo the cuck fwears, fh¢ will pin the 
dith-clout to miftrefs’s tail;. and the houfe-maid 
vows, fhe’]l put cowitch in mafter’s bed, if fo be he 
don’t difcamp without furder ado——I don’t 
blame-them for making the moft of their market, 
in the way of vails-and perquifites; and 1 defy the 


devil to fay I am a tail-carrier, or ever brought a | 


— poor 
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poor farvant into trouble—But then they oft to 
have fome confcience, in vronging thofe that be 
farvants like themfelves—For you muft no, Molly, 
I miffed three quarters-of blond-lace, and a rem- 
nant of muflin, and my filver thimble; which was 
the gift of true love: they were all in my work. 
bafket, that I left upon the table in the farvants- 
hall, when miftreffes bell rung; but if they had 
been under lock and.kay, ’twould have been all 
the fame ; for there’ are double kays to all. the 
locks in Bath; and they fay as how-the very teeth 
an’t fafe in your. head, if you fleep. with your 
mouth open—And fo fays Ito myfelf, them things 
could not go witbout hands 3 ‘and fo I'll watch their 
waters: And. fo I did with a vitnefs; for then it 
was I found Bett confarned with O Frizzle. And 
as the cuck had thrown her flufh at me, becaufe 
I had taken part with Chowder, when he fit with 
the turnfpit, I refolved to make a clear_kitchen, 
and throw fome of her fat into the fire. I ketched 
the chare-woman going out with her load in the 
morning, before fhe thought I was up, and 
brought her to miftrefs with her whole cargo— 
Marry, what do’ft think fhe had got in the name 
of.God? Her buckets were foaming full of our 
beft bear,.and her lap. was ftuffed with a cold 


tongue, part of a buttock of beef, half a turkey, - 


and a.fwinging lump of butter, and the matter of 
ten mould kandles, that had fcarce ever been lit. 
‘The cuck brazened it out, and faid it was her rite 
to rummage the pantry ; and fhe was ready for to 
go before the mare: that he had been her potticary 
many years, and would never think of hurting a 
poor farvant, for giving away the fcraps of the 
kitchen—I went another way to Work with ma- 
dam Betty, becaufe fhe had been faucy, and call- 
ed me fkandelus names; and faid O Frizzle 
couldn’t abide me, and twenty other odorous falle- 

E 5 , hoode. 


~ 
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hoods. I got a varrant from the mare, and her 
box being farched by the conftable, my things came 
out fure enuff; befides a full pound of vax candles, 
and a nite-cap of miftrefs, that.I could fware to on 
my cruperal oaf—~O ! then madam Mopftick came 
upon her merry bones ;_ and as the {quire wouldn’t 
hare of a purfecution, fhe. efcaped a fkewering : but 
the longelt day fhe has to live, fhe’ll remember 
your | ae 
. | humble farvant, 

Bath, Mayrg. . . , WINIFRED JENKINS, 


If the hind fhould come again, be- 
fore we be gone, pray fend me. 
the fhift and-apron, with the vite 
callow’ manky fhoes; which 
you'll find in my pillowber—Sar- 
Vice to Saul—_ eee 


$ 


To Sir Warxin Paicurps, Bart. of Jefus 
i | college, Oxon, . 
YOU are’ in the right, dear Phillips ; E don’t 
expect regular anfwers’ to’ every. letter—I know 4 
college-life is too circumfcribed to afford materials 
for fuch quick returns of communication: For my 
part, I am continually fhifting the fcene, and fur- 
rounded with new objects; fome of which aré 
ftriking enough. I fhall therefore conclude my 
journal for your amufement; and though, in alt 
‘appearance, ‘it will not treat of very important or 
interefting: particulars, it nay. prove, perhaps, no 
altogether unin{tructive and unentettaining.. 
. The mufick.and entertainments of Bath are over 
for this feafon; and all our gay. birds. of« pafiage 
have taken their flight to Briffol-well, ‘Tunbridge, 
Ss ; Bright- 
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Brighthelmftone, Scarborough, Harrowgate, &e.' 
Not a foul is feen in this place, but a few braken- 
winded parfons, waddling like fo many crows along: 
the North Parade. ‘There is always a great: fhew- 
of the clergy at Bash; none. of your thin, puny,’ 
yellow,- hectic figures, exhaufted with abftinence 
and hard ftudy, labouring under the mordt erudt- 
forum; but great overgrown dignitaries and rec- 
tors, with rubicund nofes and gouty ancles, or 
broad bloated faces, dragging along great fwag bel- 
lies; the emblems of floth xhd indigeftion— — 
' Now we are upon the fubject of parfons, I muft 
tell you.a ludicrous adventure, which was atchiev-— 
ed the other day by “Tom Eaftgate, whom you may 
remember on the foundation of Queen’s. He 
had been very affiduous to pin himfelf upon George 
Prankley, who was a gentleman-commoner of 
Chrift-church, knowing the faid Prankley wa. heir 
to a confiderable eftate; ard would havethe advow- 
fon of a godd living, the incumbent of which was 
very old and infirm. He ftudied his paffions, and 
flattered them fo effectually, as to become his com- 
panion and counfellor; and, at laft, obtained of 
him a promife of the prefentation, when the living 
fhould fall. Prankley, on his uncle’s death, quit- 
ted Oxford, and made his firft appearance in the 
fafhionable world at Londons; from whence he 
came lately to Bath, where he has been exhibiting 
himfelf among the bucks and gamefters of the place. 
Vafigate followed him hither; but he fhould not 
have quitted him fora moment, at his firft etnerg- 
ing into life. He ought‘to have known he was a 
fantaftic, foolifh, fickle fetlow, who would forget 
his college-attachments the moment they ceafed ap- 
pealing to his fenfes. ‘Tom met witha cold recep 
tion from his old friend; and was, moreover, in- 
formed, that he had promifed: the living to another 
man, who had a vote irf the couzty, where he pro- 
poled 
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pofed to offer himfelf a candidate at the next gene-- 
ral eleGion. He now remembered nothing of Eaft- 
gate, but the freedoms he had ufed to take with 
him, while Tom had quietly ftood his butt, with 
an eye to the benefice; and thofe freedoms he be- 
gan to repeat in common-place farcafms on his per- 
fon and his cloth, which he uttered in the public 
coffee-houfe, for.the entertainment of the company. 
But he was egregioufly miftaken in giving his own 
wit credit for that tamenefs of Eaftgate, which had. 
been entirely owing to prudential confiderations. 
Thefe ane now removed, he retorted his repartee 
with intereft, and found no great difficulty in turn- 
ing the laugh upon the aggreflor; who, lofing. 
his temper, called him names, and afked, Jf he 
knew whom he talked to? After much altercation, 
Prankley, fhaking his cane, bid him hold his tongue, 
otherwife he would duft his caffock for him. ° 
‘¢ T have ro pretenfions to fuch a valet (faid 
<¢ Tom); but if you fhould do me that office, and 
‘* overheat yourfelf, I have here a good oaken 
‘© towel at your fervice.”” 

Prankley was equally incenfed and confounded 
at this reply. After a moment’s paufe, he took him 
afide towards the window; and, pointing to the 
clump of firs on Clerken-down, afked in a whifper, 
if he had fpisit/enough to meet him there, with a 
cafe of piftols, at fix o’clock to-morrow morning. 
Eaftgate anfwered in the affirmative ; and, with a 
Steady countenance, affured him, he would not fail 
to give him the rendezvous at the hour he men- 
tioned. So faying, haretired; and the challenger 
ftayed fome time in manifeft agitation. In the 
morning Eaftgate, who knew his man, and had 
taken his refolution, went to Prankley’s lodgings, 
and roufed ait by five o’clock— 

_ The (quire, in all probablity, curfed his punc- 
tuality in his heart, but he affected to ialk big; 
OO and 
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and having prepared his artillery over-night, thev. 
crofled the water at the end of the South Parade. 
In their progrefs up the hill, Prankley often eyed 
the parfon, in hopes of perceiving fome reluctance 
in his countenance; but as no fuch marks appeared, 
he attempted to intimidate, him by word of mouth, 
** Tf thefe flints do their office (faid he), J’ll do thy 
‘© bufinefs in afew minutes.” ‘I defire you will 
“* do your beft (replied the other); for my part, 
‘* Tcome not here to trifle. Our lives are in the 
** hands of God; and one of us already totters on 
‘* the brink of eternity—’’ This remark feemed 
to make fome impreffion upon the ’fquire, who: 
changed countenance, and with a faultering accent 
obferved, ‘* That it il} became a clergyman to be 
** concerned in quarrels and blood-fhed--” ** Your 
*¢ infolence to me (faid Eaftgate) I fhould:- have 
bore with patience, had not you caft the..moft 
“¢ infamous refleCtton upon my order, the honour 
*¢ of. which Ithink myfelf in duty bound to main- 
“Ss tain, even at the expence of my heart’s blood ; 
‘< and furely it can be no crime to put out of the 
“< world.a profligate wretch, without any fenfe of 
‘¢ principle, morality, or religion—’’ ‘* Thou 
«© may’ft take away my life, (cried Prankley, in — 
“¢ preat perturbation) but don’t go to murder my 
“© character.—What! has’t got no confcience f”’ 
«© My confcience is perfectly quiet (replied the 
«¢ other); and now, fir, we are upon the fpot— 
« Take your ground as near as you pleafe; prime 
“© your piftol; and the Lord, of his infinite mer- 
‘* cy, have compaffion upon your miferable foul |’? 
This ejaculation he pronounced in a loud folemn 
tone, with his hat off. and his eyes lifted up ; then 
drawing a iarge horfe-piftol, he prefented,. and put 
himfelf in a pofture of action. .Prankley took his 
diftance, and endeavoured to prime, but his hand 
“fhook with fuch violence, that he. found this ope- 
- ration 
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ration impraticab'e—His antagon:f, feeing how it 
was with him, offered his ailiftance, and advanced 
for that purpofe; when the poor ’fquire, exceeding 
ly alarmed at what he had heard and feen, defired 
the action might be deferred till next day, as he 
had not fettled his affairs. ‘¢ I ha’n’t made my 
<¢ will (faid he); my filters are not provided for; 
“© and I juft now recollect an old promife, which 
«* my confcience tells me I ought to perform—lI'll 
‘s firft convince thee, that I’m not a wretch with- 
‘© out principle, and then thou fhalt have an ap- 
‘¢ portunity to take my Ife, which thou feem’it.to 
‘6 thirft after fo eagerly—” | 

Eaftgate underftood the hint ; and told him, that 
one day fhould break no fquare:; adding, ** God 
“< forbid that 1 fhould be the means of hindering 
“ you from acting the part of an honeft man, and 
‘sa dutiful brother—-” By virtue of this ceffation 
they returned peaceably together. Prankley forth- 
with made out the prefentation of the living, and 
delivered it to Eaftgate, telling him, at the fame 


time, he had now fettled his affairs, and was ready 


to attend him to the Firgrove; but T’om declared 
he could not think of. lifting his hand. againft the 
life of fo great a benefaétor-—He did more: when 
they next met at the coftee-houfe, he afked pardon 
of Mr. Prankley, if in his paffion he had faid any 


thing to give him offence; and the {quire was fo 


‘gracious as to forgive him with a cordial fhake of 
the hand, declaring that he did not like to be at va- 
Fiance with an old college-companion—-Next day, 
however, he left Bath abruptly; and then Eaftgate 
told me all thefe: particulars, not a littlé pleafed with 
the effects of his own fagacity, by which he. has 
fecured a living worth 1602 per annum. 
_ OF my uncle, Ihave nothing at prefent to. fay; 
but that we fet out to-morrow for London en fa~ 
mille. He.and the ladies, with the maid and Chow- 
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der in acoach; I and the man-fervant a-horfe- 
back. The particulars of. our journey you fhall 
have in my next, provided no accident happens to 
prevent, ..: che 2 
é ‘ : -Yours ever, 

Bath, May 17. J. Mecrorp.. 


POOKIE 
To. Dr. Lewis. 


DEAR DICK, | : 

I SHALL to-morrow fet out for London, where 

I hawe befpoke lodgings, at Mrs. Norton’s in Gol- 
den-{quare. Although 1 am no admirer of Bath, 
I fhall leave it with regret; becaufe 1 muft part 
with fome old friends, whom, in all probability, I 
fhall never fee again. Inthe courfe of coffee-houfe 
converfation, I had. often heard very extraordinary 
‘encomiums pafled on the performances-of Mr. T— 
a gentleman refiding in this place, who paints land- 
{capes for his amufement. As I have no. great con- 
fidence in the tafte and judgment of coffee-houfe 
connoiffeurs, and never received much pleafure from 
this branch of the art, thofe general praifes made 
noimpreffion at allon my curiofity.; but at the re- 
queft of. a particular friend, I went yefterday to fee 
the pieces, which had been fo warmly commended 
—I muft own [am no judge of painting, though 
very fond of pictures. I don’t imagine that my 
fenfes would play me fo falfe, as to betray me into 
admiration of any thing that was very bad; but, 
true it is, I have often over-looked capital: beauties, 
in pieces of extraordinary merit.—If Lam not to- 
tally. devoid of tafte, however, this young gen:le- 
man of Bath isthe beft landfcape-painter now liv- 
ing: I.was {truck with his performances in.fuch a 
manner, as I had, never, been by painting. ee 
is 
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His trees not only have a richnefs of foliage and 


warmth of colouring, which delights the view ; but. 


alfo.a certain magnificence in the difpofition, and 
{pirit in the expreffion, which | cannot defcribe. 
His management of the chiara ofcuro, or light and 
fhadow, efpecially gleams of fun-thine, 1s altos 
gether wonderful, both in the contrivance and ex- 
ecution ; and he is fo happy in his perfpective, and 
marking his diftances at fea, by a progreffive feries 
of fhips, veflels, capes, - and promontories, that I 
could not help thinking, Thad @ diftant view of 
thirty leagues upon the back-ground of the pic- 
ture. If there is any tafte for ingenuity left in a de- 
pean age, faft finking into barbarifm, thi: artift, 
1 apprehend, will make a capital figure, as foon as 
his works are known— ; ; 
_ Two days ago, I was favoured with a vifit by 
Mi. Fitz-owen; who, with great formality, foli- 
cited my vote and intereft at the general election. 
I ought not to have been fhocked at the confidence 
of this man; though it was remarkable, confider- 
ing what had pafled between him and me on a for- 
mer occafion—Thefe vifits are mere matter of 
form, which a candidate makes to every eleCtor ; 
even to thofe who, he knows, are engaged in the 
intereft of his competitor, left he fhould expofe 
himfelt to the imputation of pride, at a time when 


it is expected he fhould appear humble. Indeed, I | 


know nothing fo abject as the behaviour of aman 
canvaffing for a feat in parliament This mean 
-proftration, (to borough-ele@tors, efpecially) has, 
I imagine, contributed -in a great meature to raife 
that ipirit of infolence among the vulgar ;- which, 
like the devil, will be foufhd very difficult to lay. 
Be that as it may, 1 was in fome-confufion: at the 
effrontcry of Fi:z-owen; but I foon recollected 
myfelf, and told him, ‘I had not yet determined for 
whom I fhould give my votes nor whether I fhould 

. give 
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give it for any.—The truth is, I look upon both 
candidates in the fame light ; and fhould think my- 
felf atraitor to- the conftitution of my country, if 
I voted for either. If every ele&tor would bring the 
fame confideration home to his confcience, we 
fhould not have fuch reafon to exclaim againft the 
sa of p——ts. But we are.all a pack of ve- 
nal and corrupted rafcals; fo loft to all fenfe of ho- 
nefty, and all tendernefs of character, that, in a 
Kittle time, I am fully perfuaded, nothing will be 
infamous but virtue and public-fpirit. | | 
G. H——, who,jis really an enthufia(t in patri- 
otifm, and reprefented the capital in feveral fuccef- 
five parliaments, declared to me t’other day, with — 
the tears in his eyes, that he had lived above thirty 
years in the city of London, and dealt in the way 
of commerce with all the citizens of note in their — 


turns; but that, as he fhould anfwer to God, he ~ 


had never, in the whole courfe of his life, found — 
above three or four whom he could call merous 
honeft: a declaration, which was rather mortifying 
than furprizing to me ; who have found fofew men . 
_of worth in the courfe of my acquaintance, that 
they ferve only as exceptions; which, in the gram- 
marian’s phrafe, confirm and prove a general canon | 
—I know you will fay, G. H—— faw imperfe@lly 
through the mift of prejudice, and Iam rankled 
by the fpleen— Perhaps, you are partly in the right 5 
for [ have perceived that my opinion of mankind,. 
like mercury in the thermometer, rifes and falls 
according to the variations of the weather. 7 

Pray fettle accounts with Barnes; take what 
money of mine is in his:‘hands, and give him ac- - 
quittance. If you think Davis has ftock or credit. 
enough to do juftice to the farm, give him a dif 


charge for the rent that is due: this will animate his | 


induitry ; for 1 know that nothing is fo difcourag- 
ing to a farmer, asthe thoughts of being in thant 
; | wit 
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with his landlord.: He becomes difpirited, and ne- 
lects his labour; and fo the farm goes to wreck. 
Tabby has been clamouring for fome days about 
the lamb’s fkin,. which Williams, the hind, beg- 
ged of me, when he was laft at Bath. Pr’ythee 
take it back, paying the fellow.the full value of it, 
that I may have fome peace in my own houfe; and 
let him keep his own counfel, if he means to keep. 
his place—O!! [fhall never prefume to defpife or. 
cenfure any poor man, for fuffering himfelf to be. 
henpecked ; confcious how I myfelf am obliged to. 
truckle to a domeitic demon; even though. (bleff- 
ed be God) fhe is not yoked with me for life, in 
the matrimonial waggon—She -has quarrelled. with. 
the fervants of the houfe about vails; and fuch ine 
tolerable fcolding enfued: on both fides, that I have: 
been fain. to. appeafe:the cook:and chamber-maid 
by ftealth. Can't you. find fome poor gentleman. 
of Wales, to take this precious commodity off the. 
hands of - 
Bath, May 10. M. BRamB_e. 
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Fo Dr. Lewis, 
DOCTER LEWS, } 
GIVE me leaf totell you, methinks you 
mought employ your talons better, than to encou- 
rage fervants to pillage their matters I find by. 
Gwyllim, that Villiams has got my fkin; for 
which he ts an impotent rafcal. He has not only. 
got my fkin, but, moreover, my butter-milk to fat-: 
ten his pigs; and, I fuppofe, the next thing he gets, 
will be my pad. to carry his daughter to church and 
fair: Roger gets this, and Roger gets that; but-I’d: 
have you: to know, I won't be rogered at this. rate. 
| by 
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by any ragmatical, fellow in the kingdom.—And I 
am furprized, do€tor Lews, you would offer to put. 
my affairs in compofition with the refuge and fkim 
of the hearth. I have toiled and moyled to a good, 
purpufs, for the advantage of Matt’s family, if 1, 
can’t fafe as much owl as will make me an under. 
petticoat. As for the butter-milk, ne’er a pig in. 
the parifh fhall thruft his fnout init, with my good-. 
will. ‘There’s a famous phyfician at the Hot 
Well, that prefcribes it to his patience, when the; 
cafe is confumptive; and the Scots and.IJrifh have. 
begun to drink it already, in fuch quantities, that. 
there is not a drop left for the hogs in the whole. 
neighbourhood of Briftol. I'll have our butter- 
milk barrelled up, and fent twice a-week to Aber- 
ginny, where it may be fold for a halfpenny the; 
quart; and fo Roger may carsy his pigs to another, 
_ market—I hope, Dogtor, you will not go to put 
any more fuch phims in my brother’s head, to the. 
prejudice of my pockat; but rather give me fome 
_ railins (which hitherto. you have not done) to fub-- 
{cribe myfelf. — | 

your humble fervant, | 

Bath, May 19. ~ Tas. BRAMBLE. 
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Fo Sir Warxin Puituips, of Jefus college, 
= Oxon. | : 


DEAR PHILLIPS, a — 
WITHOUT waiting for your anfwer to my 
laft, I proceed to give you an account of our jour- 
ney to London, which has not-been wholly barren. 
of adventure. Tuefday Jaft, the {quire took his: 
place in ahired coach and four, accompanied by. 
his fifter aud mine, and Mrs. Tabby’s maid, Wi- 
nifrid Jenkins, whofe province it was to fupport 
, Chowder 
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Chowder on a cufhion in her lap. I could fcarce 
refrain from laughing, when | looked into the ve- 
hicle, and faw that animal fitting oppofite to my 
uncle, like any other paflenger. The *fquire, 


afhamed of his fituation, blufhed to the eyes: and, 


calling to the poftilions to drive on, pulled the 
glafs up in my face. - I, and his fervant John Tho- 
‘mas, attended them on horfeback. 


Nothing worth mentioning occurred, till we ar- . 


rived on the edge of Marlborough Downs, There 


one of the fore horfes fell, in going down hill ata. 
round trot; and the poftilion behind, endeavours — 
ing to ftop the carriage, pulled it on one fide in-* 
to a deep rut, where it was fairly overturned. £: 
-. had rode on about two hundred: yards before; but,- 


hearing a loud fcream, galloped back and dif- 
mounted, to give what amt 


ble as a grafhopper, having made ufe of poor 
Win’s pofteriors as a ftep to rife in his afcent— 
The man (who had likewife quitted his horfe) 
dragged this forlorn damfel, more dead then alive, 
through the fame opening. ‘Then Mr. Bramble, 


pulling the door off its hinges with a jerk, laid 


hold on Liddy’s arm, and brought her to the light ; 
very much frighted, but little hurt. It fell to my 
fhare to deliver our aunt Tabitha, who had’ loft 


her cap in the ftiugsle; and being rather more. 
than half frantic, with rage and terror, was no. 
bad reprefentation of one of the fitter Furies that. 


guard the gates of hell—She expreffed no fort .of 


concern for her brother, who ran about in the 
cold, without his periwig, and worked with the. 
moft aftonithing agility, in helping to difentangie: 


the 


ance was in my power, ’ 
When I looked into the coach, I could fee nothing: 
diftinGtly, but the nether end of Jenkins, who was. 
kicking her heels and fqualling with great voci- 
feration. All of a fudden, my uncle thruft up his ' 
bare pate, and bolted through the window, as nim-: 
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the horfes from the carriage: but fhe cried, in a 
tone of diftraction, ‘** Chowder! Chowder! my 
“© dear Chowder! my poor Chowder is certainly 
© killed !” _ 

This was not the cafe—Chowder,. after having 
tore my uncle’s leg in the confufion of the fall, had 
retreated under the feat, and from thence the foot- 
man drew him by the neck ; for which good office 
he bit his fingers tothe bone. The fellow, who 
is naturally furly, was fo provoked at this affault, 
that he faluted his ribs with a hearty kick, exclaim- 
ing, ‘* Damn the nafty fon of a bitch, and them 
“ that he belongs to!’”” A benediction, which was 
by no means left upon the implacable virago his 
miftrefs, — Her brother, however, prevailed upon 
her, to retire into a peafant’s houfe, near the fcene 
of ation, where his head and her’s were covered, 
and poor Jenkins had a fit——Our next care was 
to apply fome fticking-plaifter to the wound in his 
leg, which exhibited the impreffion of Chowder’s 
teeth ; but he never opened his lips againft the de- 
_ linquent —— Mrs. Tabby, alarmed at this fcene, 
“© You fay nothing, Matt (cried fhe) ; but I know 
‘¢ your mind—I know the fpite you have to that 
poor unfortunate animal | I know you intend to 
“ take his life away !”’ ‘* You are miftaken, upon 
© my honour! (replied the ’fquire, with a farcaftic 
© fmile) I fhould be incapable of harbouring any 
“© fuch cruel defign againft an object fo amiable and 
‘* inoffenfive ; even if he had not the happinefs to - 
‘6¢ be your favourite.’ . — 

_ Jobn Thomas was not fo delicate. The fellow, 
whether really alarmed for his life, or inftigated by 
the defire of revenge, came in, and bluntly demand- 
ed, that the dog fhould be put to death; on the 
fuppofition, that if ever he fhould run mad hereaf- — 
ter, he, who had been hit by him, would be infect- 

ed—My uncle calmlyargued upon the a he 
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‘his opinion, obferving, that he himfelf was in the 
fame predicament, and would certainly take the 
precaution he propofed, if he was not fure he ran 
no rifque of infeQion. Neverthelefs, Thomas con- 
tinued obftinate ; and, at length, declared, that if 
the dog was not fhot immediately, he himfelf would 
be his executioner~—-—T his declaration opened the 
flood-gates of ‘Tabby’s eloquence, which would 
have fhamed the firft-rate oratrefs of Billingfeate. 
‘The footman retorted in the fame ftile ; and the 
“fquire difmiffed him from his fervicé, after having 
prevented me from giving him a good horfe-whip- 
ping for his infolence. | 

The coach being adjufted, another difficulty oc- 
curred—Mrs. Tabitha abfolutely refufed to enter 
it again, unlefs another driver could be found to 
take the place of the poftillion ; who, the affirmed, 
had overturned the carriage from malice afore- 
‘thought—After much difpute, the man refigned his 
place to a fhabby country fellow, who undertook 
‘to go as far as Marlborough, where they could be | 
‘better provided ; and at that place we arrived about 
‘one ‘o'clock, without farther impediment. Mrs. 
Bramble, however, found new matter of offence ; 
‘which, indeed, fhe trad a particular genius for ex- 
‘tracting at will from almoft every incident in life. 
We had {carce entered the room at Marlborough, 
where we ftayed to dine, when fhe exhibited a for- 


_, imal‘complaint againft the poor fellow who had fu- 


‘petféeded the ‘poftilion. She faid, he was fuch a 
beggarly rafcal, that he had‘ne’er ‘a fhirt to his 
‘back ; and had the impudence to fhock Her fight 
by fhewing his bare pofteriors, for which act of 
“indelicacy he ‘deférved to be fet in the ftocks, 
“Mrs. Winifred ‘Jénkins cotifirmed the’ affertion, | 
with refpect to his nakednefs;: cbferving, at. the 
-farie time, that ‘he had'a fkih as fair as alabafter. 
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‘* This is a heinous offence, indeed, (cried my 
“* uncle) let us hear what the fellow has to fay in ~ 
“* his own vindication.” He was accordjngly fum- 
moned, and made his appearance, which was e- 
qually queer and pathetic. He feemed to be about 
twenty years of age, of a middling fize, with bandy 
Jegs, heonine fhoulders, high forehead, fandy locks, 
inking eyes, flat nofe, and long chin—but his 
complexion was of a fickly vellow: his looks de- 
‘noted famine; and the rags that he wore, could 
~ hardly conceal what decency requires to be cover- 
ed—— My uncle, having furveyed him attentively, 
faid,; with an ironical expreffion in his countenance, 

‘* An’t you afhamed, fellow, to ride poftilion with- 
*« outa fhirt to cover your backfide from the view 
‘© of the ladies in the coach?” ‘* Yes, I am, an 
-“ pleafe your noble honowr (anfwered the man) ; 
*S but neceffity has no law, as the faying is—And 
, © mere than that, it was an accident—My breeches 
** cracked behind, after I had got into the faddle—”’ 
“* You’re an impudent varlet, (cried Mrs. Tabby) 
‘* for prefuming to ride before perfons of fafhion 
‘S¢ without a fhirt—” ‘ [ am fo, an pleafe your 
*¢ worthy ladyfhip (faid-he) ; but I’m a poor Wilt. - 
“¢ fhire lad.—I ha’n’t a fhirt in the world, that I 
** can call my own, nora rag of clothes, an pleafe 
‘© your ladythip, but what you fee—I have no 
‘ friend, nor relation upon earth to help me out— 
“© [ have had the fever and ague thefe {ix months, 
‘6 and. fpent all [ had in the world upon doctors, 
‘¢ and to keep foul and body together; and, faving 
-S¢ your ladyfhip’s good prefence, 1 ha’n’t broke 
-“* bread thefe four and twenty hours—” 

Mrs. Brambles turning from him, faid, fhe had 
‘never. feen fuch a filthy tatterdemalion, amd bid 
-him. begone ; obferving, that he. would fill the room 
full of vermin—Her brother darted a fignificant 
glance at her, as fhe retired with Liddy into ss 

ther 


e ° “ 


100 Tue EXPEDITION of 


ther apartment; and then afked the man if he was 
known to any perfon in Marlborough ?—W hen he 
anfwered, that the lagdlord of the inn had known 
him from his infancy ; mine hoft was immediately 
called, and being interrogated on the at tn de- 
clared that the young fellow’s name was Humphry 
Clinker. That he had beeen a love-begotten babe, 
brought up in the work-houfe, and put out ap- 
prentice by the parifh to a country black-{mith, 
who died before the boy’s time was out: that he 
had for fome time worked under his oftler, as a 
helper and extra poftilion, till he was taken ill of 
the ague, which difabled him-~from getting his 
bread: that, having fold or pawned every thing he 
had in the world for his cure and fubfiftence, he 
became fo miferable and fhabby, that he difgraced 
the ftable, and was difmiffed; but that he never 
heard any thing to the prejudice of his character in 
other refpets. ‘¢ So that the fellow: being fick 
*¢ and deftitute, (faid my uncle) you turned him 
“6 out to die in the ftreets.” ‘I pay the poor’s 
<< rate (replied the other), and I have no right to 
“‘ maintain idle vagrants, either in ficknefs or 
“health: hefides, fuch a miferable obje& would 
“«* have brought a difcredit upon my houfe—” 

‘© You perceive (faid the "{quire, turning to me) 
‘“¢ our landlord is a Chriftian of -bowels—Who 
<< fhall prefume to cenfure the morals of the age, 
_ when the very publicans exhibit fuch examples 
© of humanity ?—Heark ye, Clinker, you are a 
‘Ss moft ‘notorious offénder—You ftand convicted 
‘¢ of ficknefs, hunger, wretchednefs, and want— 
** But, as it does not belong to me to punith cri- 
** minals, I will only take upon me the tafk of 
“ siving you a word of advice—Get a fhirt 
“¢ with all convenient difpatch, that your: naked- 
-$* nefs may not henceforward give offence to tra- 
| velling 
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“ velling gentlewomen, efpecially maidens in 
‘§ years—"” 

. So faying, he put a guinea into the hand of the 
poor fellow, who ftood ftaring at him in filence, 
with his mouth wide open, till the landlord pufh- 
ed him out of the room. . , 

-In the afternoon, as our aunt ftept into the 
coach, fhe obferved, with fome marks of fatif- 
faction, that the poftillion, who rode next to her, 


was not a fhabby wretch like the ragamuffin who 


had drove them into Marlborough. Indeed, the 


difference was very con{picuous: this was a fmart 


fellow, with a narrow brimmed hat, with gold 
cording, acut bob, a decent blue jacket, leather 
breeches, and a clean linen fhirt, -puffed above the 
waift-band. When we arrived at the caftle on 
Spin-hill, where we lay, this new poftilion was re- 
markably affiduous, in bringing in the loofe par- 
cels; and, at length, difplayed the individual 
countenance of Humphry Clinker, who had me- 
tamorphofed himfelf in this manner, by relieving 
from pawn part of his own cloaths, with the mo- 
ney he had received from Mr. Bramble. 
Howfoever pleafed the reft of the company were 
with fuch a favourable change in the appearance 
of this poor creature, it foured on the ftomach of 
Mrs. Tabby, who had not yet digefted the affront 
of his naked fkin——She toffed her nofe in dif- 
dain, faying, fhe fuppofed her brother had taken 
him into favour, becaufe he had infulted her with 
his obfcenity; that a fool and his money were 
foon parted: but that if Matt intended to take 
the fellow with him to London, fhe would not 
go a-foot further that way——My uncle faid no- 
thing with his tongue, though his looks were fuf- 


ficiently expreffive ; and next morning Clinker. 


did not appear, fo that we proceeded without fur- 
ther altercation to Salt-hi, where we propofed 
Vou. I, ow to 
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todine—T here, the firft perfon that came fo the 
fide of the coach, and began to adjuft the foot- 
board, was no other than Humphry Clinker.— 
When I handed out Mrs..Bramble, fhe eyed him 
with a furious look, and pafled into the houfe— 
My uncle was embarrafled, and afked him peevifh- 
ly what had brought him hither? The fellow 
faid, his honour had been fo good to him, that he 
had not.the heart to part. with him ; that he would 
follow him to the: world’s end, and ferve him 

all the days of -his life, without fee or reward— 
Mr. Bramble did not know whether to chide 
or laugh at this declaration He forefaw much* 
contradition on the fide of Tabby; and, .on the 
ather hand, ‘he.could not but be pleafed with the 
gratitude of Clinker, as well as. with the fimplie 
city of his chara&ter—* Suppofe I was inclined to 
“take you into my fervice, (faid he) what are your 
“* qualifications ?: what are you good for?” ‘* An 
“¢ pleafe your honour, (anfwered this original) I 
‘Scan read and write, and do the bufinefs of the 
<< {table indifferent well—I can drefs a horfe, and 
“© fhoe him, and bleed and rowel him; and, as for 
_ “the practice of fow-gelding, I won’t turn my back 
“Sone’er ahe in the county of Wilts —~ Then 
<¢T can make hog’s-puddings and hob-nails, mend 
. 4* kettles, and tin fauce-pans----” Here uncle burft 
out a-laughing; and enquired, what other ac- 
‘.complifhments he was matter of---** I know fome- 
‘thing of fingle-ftick, and pfalmody, (proceeded 
<* Clinker) I can play upon the Jew’s-harp, fing 
«*. Black-ey’d Sufan, Arthur o’Bradley, and divers 
§* other fongs; I can dance a Welth jig, and 
*6 Nancy Dawfons wreftle a fall with anv lad of 
*¢ my inches, when I’m in heart; and. under cor-: 

‘* rection, I can find a hare when your honour 

** wants a bit of game.” ‘* Foregad! thou arta 

es “5 complete 
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<< complete fellow, (cried my uncle, ftill laugh- 
“© ing) Ihave a good mind to take thee into my 
«© family—Pr’ythee, go and try if thou can’it 
“© make peace with my fifter----Thou haft given 
«¢ her much offence by. fhewing her thy naked 

*¢ tail.” | 
Clinker accordingly followed us into the room, 
cap in hand, where, addreffing himfelf to Mrs. 
Tabitha, ** May it pleafe your ladyfhip’s wor- 
** fhip (cried he) to pardon and’ forgive my of- 
“© fences, and, with God’s affiftance, I fhall take 
‘¢ care that my tail fhall never rife up in judg- 
«© ment againft me, to offend your ladyfhip again 
«s —Do, pray, good, fweet, beautiful lady, take 
‘¢ compaffion on a poor finner---God blefs your 
«© noble countenance ; I am fure you are too 
«¢ handfome and.generous to bear malice-—-I will 
‘¢ ferve you on my bended knees, by night and by 
«< day, by Jand and by water; and all for the Nove 
«© and pleafure of ferving fuch an excellent lady—” 
This compliment and humiliation had fome ef- 
fe& upon Tabby; but fhe made no reply; and 
Clinker, taking filence for confent, gave his atten- 
dance at dinner. The fellow’s natural aukward- 
nefs and the flutter of his-fpirits were productive 
of repeated blunders in the courfe of his attendance 
----At length, he fpilt part of a cuftard upon her 
right fhoulder; and, ftarting back, trod upon 
Chowder, who fet up a difmal howl------Poor 
Humphry was fo difconcerted at this double mif- 
take that he dropt the china difh, which broke into 
a thoufand pieces; then, falling down upon his 
‘knees, remained in that pofture gaping, with a 
mott ludicrous afpeét of diltrefs----Mrs. Bramble 
flew to the dog, and, fnatching him in her arms, 
prefented him to her brother, faying, ‘* This is 
<¢ all a concerted fcheme againft this unfortunate 
“© animal, whofe only crime is its regard for me— 
F 2 ss Here 
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‘© Here itis:- kill it at once; and then you'll be 
- © fatisfied.”? — : 
Clinker, hearing thefe words, .and.taking them 
in the literal acceptation, got up in. fome hurry, 
and, feizing a knife from the fide-board, cried, 


_ © Not here, an pleafe your ladyfhip—It will daub 


*¢ the. room—Give him to:me.and ll carry him 
-** in the ditch by the road fide—” ‘To this ;pro- 

pofal he received no. other.arifwer, than a hearty 
box on the ear, that made him ftagger to the other 
fide of the room. ‘+ What! (faid the to her bro- 
SS ther) am.I to be affronted by..every mangy 
€ hound that you pick up in.the highway? J_in- 
‘© fift upan your fending. this .rafcallion. about his 


-§© bufinefs immediately”. ‘For God’s fake, . 


aA 


« fifter, compofe yourfelf, (faid my uncle) .and 
-$€ confider, that the poor fellow is innocent of 
any intention to give you .offence——” 
‘« Innocent :as the babe unborn” —— (cried 
. Humphry.) §*.1 fee it plainly, (exclaimed 
**.this implacable maiden) he . aéts by your 
“¢ direftion; and you are refolved to fupport 
4° him in his impudence—This .is.a bad return for 
“all the fervices I have‘done you ; for nurfing you 
s¢in your. ficknefs, managing -your family, and 
s¢ keeping you from ruining yourfelf by your own 
#6 imprudence—But now. you fhall part with that 
‘* rafcal or me, upon the fpot, without farther lofs 


S© of time;. and the world fhall fee, whether you — 


«© have more regard for yaur own flefh and blood, 


*© or for a beggarly foundling, taken from the _ 


«©, dunghill—”: | 
Mr. Bramble’s eyes began to gliften, and his 
teeth.to chatter. ‘°° If ftated fairly, (faid he, raif- 
“« ing his voice) .the queftion is, whether] have 
<< fpirit to {hake off an intolerable yoke, by one 


“* effort of refolution, or meannefs enough to do. 
“« an act of cruelty and injuftice, to gratify the. 


** rancour of a capricious woman—— Hark ye, 


* Mrs. 


HUMPHRY CLINKER, 125 


*é Mrs, Tabitha Bramble; I will now propofe an’ . 
s¢ alternative in my turn—Either difcard your fours — 
“ footed: favourite, or give me leave to bid you 
© eternally adieu—For j am determined, that he 
« and I fhall live no longer under the farte roof ; 
‘© and now to dinner with what appetite yuu 
“© may—" Thunder-ftruck at this declaration, fhe 
fat down in-a corner; and, after a paufe of fome 
minutes, * Sure I don’t underftand you, Matt! 
«© (faid‘fhe)”? <‘¢ And yet I fpoke in plain’ Eng- 
* lifh—” anfwered the fquire, with a peremptory 
look. *¢ Sir, (refumed this virago, effetually 
‘¢ humbled) it is your prerogative to command, 
“© and my duty to obey: Itan’t difpofe of the dog 
‘© in this place; but if you'll allow him to go 
“© in the coach to London, I give you my word, 
«© he fhall never trouble you ‘again—”’ - 

Her brother, entirely difarmed by this mild re- 
ply, declared, fhe could afk him nothing in rea- 
fon that he would refufe; adding, ** I hope, fif- 
‘* ter, you have never found me deficient in na- 
€ tural affection.” Mrs. Tabitha immediately 
rofe, and, throwing her arms about his neck, kiff- 
ed him-on the cheek: he returned her embrace 
with great emotion. Liddy fobbed. Win, Jenkins 
cackled, Chowder capered, and Clinker fkipped 
about, ruobing his hands for joy of this reconcilia- 
tion. , 

Concord being thus reftored, we finifhed our 
meal with comfort ; and in the evening arrived at’ 
London, without having met with any other ad- 
venture. My aunt feems to be much mended by 
the hint fhe received from her brother. She has 
been gracioufly pleafed to remove her difpleafure’ 
from Clinker, who is now retained as a footman; 
and in a day or two will make his appearance in a: 
new fuit of livery; but as he is little acquainted 
with London, we have taken an occafional valet,. 

F 3 whom 
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whom I intend hereafter to hire as my own fervant. 
We lodge in Golden-fquare, at the houfe of one 
Mrs. Norton, a decent fort of a woman, who 
takes great pains to make us-all eafy. My uncle 
propofes to make a circuit of all the remarkable 
fcenes of this metropolis, for the entertainment of 
his pupils ; but as both you and’I are already ac- 
guainted with moft of thofe he will vifit, and 
with fome others he little dreams of, 1 fhall only 
communicate what will be in fome meafure new 
to your obfervation. Remember me to our je~ 
fuitical friends, and believe me.ever, 
; -_ Dear knight, 

| yours affectionately, 
London, May 24. J. Mexromp. 


SPPVISISSSSTISSICSGGIS 


To Dr. Dawes: _ 


DEAR DOCTOR, | 
LONDON is literally new to me; new in its 
. ftreets, houfes, and even in its fituation ; as the 
Irifhman faid, <‘* London is now gone out of 
“ town.” What I left open fields, producing hay 
and corn, I now find covered with ftreets, and 
{quares, and palaces, and churches. Jam credibly 
informed, that in the fpace of feven years, ‘eleven 
thoufand new houfes' have been built in one quarter 
of Weftminfter, exclufive of what is daily ad- 
“ded to other parts of this unweildly metropolis. 
Pimlico and Knightfbridge are now almoft joined 
to Chelfea and Renhisten and if this infatua- 
tion continues for half a century, I fuppofe the 
dein county of Middlefex will be covered with 

rick. 


prefent age, that London and Weftminfter are 
—_ much 


It muft be allowed, indeed, for the credit of the 
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much better paved and lighted than they were for- 
merly. The new ftreets are fpacious, regular, 
and airy; and the houfes generally convenient. 
The bridge at Blackfriars is a noble monument of 
tafte and public fpirit—I wonder how they ftum- 
bled upon a work of fuch magnificence and. utility. 
But, notwithftanding thefe improvements, the ca- - 
pital is become: an overgrown-monfter; which, 
like a dropfical head, will in time leave the body 
and extremities. without nourifhment and. ‘fupport, 
‘The abfurdity will appear in its full force, when 
we confider, that one fixth part of the natives of 
this whole extenfive kingdom, is.crowded' within 
the bills of mortality. . What wonder:that our vil 
lages are depopulated, and our farms in want of 
day-labourers? The abolition of {mall farms, is 
but one canfe of the decreafe of population. In- 
deed, the incredible increafe of horfes and black 
cattle, to anfwer the purpofes of luxury, requires 
a prodigious quantity of hay and grafs, which are 
raifed and managed without much labour; but a 
‘number of hands will always be wanted for the 
different branches of agriculture, whether the 
“farms be large or fmall. The tide ‘of luxury has 
{wept all the inhabitants from the open .country— 
The pooreft ’{quire, as well as the richeft peer, 
mutt have his houfe in-town, and make.a figure 


‘with an extraordinary number of domeftics, The — 


‘plough-boys, cow-herds, and:lower hinds, are de- 
bauched. and feduced' by. the appearance and dif- 
courfe of thofe coxcombs in livery,. when they 
_ make their fummer excurfions.. They defert their 
dirt and drudgery, and fwarm up to London, in 
-hopes of getting into fervice, where they can live 
Juxurtoufly. and wear fine clothes, without being. 
obliged to work ; for idlencfs is natural to man— 
Great numbers of thefe, being:difappointed in their 
expectation, become oe and fharpers; and 


4 _ London 
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London being an immenfe wildernefs, in which 
there is neither watch nor ward of any fignifica- 
tion, nor any order or police, affords them lurking- 
places as well as prey. . , 

There are many caufes that contribute to the 
daily increafe of this enormous mafs; but they 
may be all refolved into the grand fource of luxury 
and corruption---About five and twenty years ago, 
very few, even of the moft opulent citizens of 


London, kept any equipage, or even any fervants — 


in livery. Their tables produced nothing but plain 
boiled and roafted, with a bottle of port and a 


' . tankard of beer. At prefent, every trader in any 


degree of credit, every broker and attorney, main- 
tains a couple of footmen, a coachman, and po/- 
tilion. He has his town-houfe, and his country- 
houfe, his coach, and his poftchaife. His wife and 
daughters appear in the richeft ftuffs, befpangled 
with diamonds. They frequent the court, the 
opera, the theatre, and the mafquerade. “They 


hold affemblies at their own houfces: they make 


fumptuous entertainments, and treat with the rich- 
eft wines of Bourdeaux, Burgundy, and Cham- 
pagne. The fubftantial tradefman, who wont to 
pafs his evenings at the ale-houfe for fourpence half 
penny, now {pends three fhillings at the tavern, 
_ while his wife keeps:card-tables at home; fhe muft 
likewife have fine clothes, her chaife, or pad, with 
country lodgings, and go three times a week to 
public diverfions. Every clerk, apprentice, and 
even waiter of tavern or coffee-houfe, maintains a 
gelding by himfelf, or in partnerfhip, and aflumes 


the air and apparel of a petit maitre---The gayeft | 


places of public entertainment are filled with fafhi- 
onable figures; which, upon enquiry, wil] be found 
to be journeymen taylors, ferving-men, and abi- 
gails, difguifed like their betters. | - 


In hort, there is no diftin€tion or fubordination 


Jefte--- The different departments of life are jum- 
| "bled 
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bled together--The hod-carrier, the low mechanic? 
the tapfter, the publican, the thop-keeper, the petti~ 
fogger, the citizen, and courtier, all tread upon thé 
hibes of one another: actuated by the demons of 
profligacy and. licentioufnefs, they are feen every 
where, ramoling, riding, rolling, rufhing, juftline, 
mixing, bouncing, cracking, and crafhing in one 
vile ferment of ftupidity and corruption---All is tu- 
mult and hurry ; one would imagine they were im- 
pelled by fome diforder of the brain, that will not 
fuffer them to be at reft. The foot-paffengers run 
along as if they were purfued by bailiffs. The porters . 
and chairmen trot with their burdens. People, 
who keep their own equipages, drive through the 
ftreets at full fpeed. Even citizens, phyficians, and 
-apothecartes, glide in their chariots like lightning. 
The hackney-coachmen make their horfes fmoke, 
and the pavement fhakes under them; and I have 
‘actually feen a waggon pafs through Piccadilly at 
-the hand-gallop. In a word, the whole nation 
-feems to be running out of their wits. : 
The diverfions of the times are not ill fuited to 
“the genius of this incongruous monfter, called che 
public. Give it noife, confufion, giare, and glit- 
ter; it has no idea of elegance and propriety----— 
What are the amufements at Ranelagh? One haif 
of the company are following one another’s tails, 
in an eternal circle; like fo many blind-afles in an 
olive-mill; where they can neither difcourfe, dif- 
tinguifh, nor be diftinguifhed; while the other half 
are drinking -hot water, under the denomination of 
tea, till nine or ten o'clock at night, to keep them | 
awake for the reft of the evening. As for the or- 
cheftra, the vocal mufick efpecially, it is well for 
the performers that they cannot be heard diftindily. 
Vauxhall is a compofition of baubles, overcharged — 
with paltry ornaments, ill conceived, and paoriy 
executed ; without any urity of defign, or pro= 
3 F 5 -  opriety 
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priety of difpofition. It is an unnatural affembly 
of objects, fantaftically illuminated in broken maf- 
fes; feemingly contrived to dazzle the eyes and di- 
vert the imagination of the vulgar----Here a woo- 
den lion, there a ftone ftatue; in one place, a 
range of things like coffee-houfe boxes, covered a= 
top; in another, a parcel of ale-houfe benches ; 
ina third, a puppet fhew reprefentation of a tin 
cafcade; in a fourth, a gloomy cave of a circular 
form, like a fepulchral vault half lighted; ina 
—fitth, a feanty flip of grafs-plat, that would not 
aftord pafture fufficient for an afs’s colt. The 
walks, which nature feems to have intended for 
folitude, fhade, and filence, are filled with crowds 
of noify people, fucking up the no@urnal rheums 
of an aguifh climate; and through thefe gay fcenes, 
a few lamps glimmer like fo many farthing candles. 
When I fee a number of well-dreffed people, of. 
both fexes, fitting on the covered benches, expof- 
ed to the eyes of the mob; and, which is worfe, 
to the cold, raw, night-air, devouring fliced beef, 
and {willing port, and punch, and cider, I can’t 
help compaffionating their temerity, while I def- 
pife their want of tafte and decorum; but, when 
they courfe along thofe damp and gloomy. walks, or 
crowd together upon the wet gravel, without any 
other cover than the cope of Heaven, liftening to 
a fong, which one half of them cannot poflibly 
hear, how can I help fuppofing they are actually 
poffeffed by a fpirit, more abfurd and pernicious 
than any thing we meet with in the precincts of 
Bedlam? In all probability, the proprietors’ of 
this, and other public gardens of inferior note, in 
‘the {kirts of the metropolis, are, in fome fhape, 
connected with the faculty of phyfic, and the com- 
pany of undertakers; for, confidering that eager- 
nefs in the purfuit of what is called pleafure, 
which now predominates through every rank and 
deromination of life, Iam perfuaded, thac more 
| -gouts, 
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gauts, rheumatifms, catarrhs, and confumptions 
are caught in thefe noéturnal paftimes, Jub dio, 
than from all the rifques and accidents to which a 
life of toil.and danger is expofed. — 
Thefe, and other obfervations, which I have 
made in this excurfion, will fhortén my ftay at 
London, and fend me back with:a double relith to 
my folitude and mountains ; but I fhall return by 
a different route from that which brought me to 
town. I have feen fome old friends, who con~_ 
{tantly refided in this virtuous metropolis, but they 
are fo changed in) manners and difpofition, that 
we hardly know or ‘care for one another---~-ln our 
journey from Bath, my fifter Tabby provoked me 
into.a tranfport of paflion; during which, like a 
man who.has drank himfelf pot-valiant, I talked 
to her in fuch a ftile of authority and refolution, as 
produced a moft bleffed effet. She and her dog 
have been remarkably quiet and orderly, ever fince 
this expoftulation. . How long this agreeable calm 
will laft, Heaven above. know:—~-I flatter myfelf 
the exercife of travelling has been of fervice to my 
health ;.a circumftance,. which encoufages me to 
proceed: in my projected expedition to the North., 
But I muft, in the mean time, for the benefit and _ 
amufement of my pupils, explore the depths of 
this chaos ; this mifhapen and monftrous capital, 
without head or tail, members or proportion. - § 
Vhomas was fo infolent to my fifter on the road, 
that I was obliged to.turn him off abruptly, betwixt 
Chippenham and Marlborough, where our coach 
was overturned. The fellow was always fullen 
and felfith; but, if he fhould return tothe country, 
you.may give him a character for honefty and fo- 
briety;-and, provided he behavés with proper rez 
fpe tothe family, let him have a couple of 
guineas inthe name of _syours always, 
London, May. 29. Matt. aa 
| ° 
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To Mifs Latir1a Wit 1s, at Gloucefter. 


MY DEAR LETTY, uc 

INEXPRESSIBLE was the pleafure I receiv 
ed from yours of the 25th, which was laft night 
put into my hands by Mrs. Brentwood, the milli- 
ner, from Gloucefter-.--I rejoice to hear that my 
worthy governefs is in good health, and, ftill more, 
that the no longer retains any difpleafure towards 
hes poor Liddy. Iam forry you have loft the fo- 
ciety of the agreeable mifs Vaughan ; but, I hope, 
you won’t have caufe much longer to regret. the 
departure of your fchool companions, as I make 
- no doubt but your parents will, in a little time, 
bring you into the world, where you are fo well 
qualified to,.make a diftinguifhed figure.. When 
that is the cafe, I flatter myfelf. yeu“and | -fhall 
meet again, and be happy together ;. and even im- 
prove the friendfhip which we contraGed in our 
tender years—-7] his at leaft I can promife---It.fhall 
not be for the want of my utmoft endeavours, if 
our intimacy does not continue for life. 

About five days ago we arrived in London, after 
an eafy journey from Bath; during which, how- 
ever, we were overturned,, ahd. met with. fome 
other little incidents, which had like to have occa- 
fioned a mifunderftanding betwixt my uncle and 
aunt; but now, thank God, they are happily re- 
conciled: we live in harmony together, and every 
day make parties to,.fee the wonders of this vatt 
metropolis, which, however, J cannot pretend. to 
defcribe; for | haye not as yet feen one hundredth 
part of its curiofities, and I am quite in a maze of 
admiration. of 
The 


HUMPHRY CLINKER. = 133 


' ‘The cities of London and Weftminfter are 
fpread out into an incredible extent. The ftreets, 
{quares, rows, lanes, and alleys, are innumerable. 
Palaces, public builings, and churches, rife in 
every quarter; and, among thefe laft, St. Paul’s 
appears with the moft aftonifhing preeminence. 
‘They fay it is not fo large as St. Peter’s at Rome; 
but, for my own part, I can have no idea of any 
earthly temple more grand and magnificent. 

But even thefe fuperb objects are not fo ftriking 
as the'crowds of people that fwarm in the ftreets. 
I at firft imagined, that fome great aflembly was 
jutt: difmiffed, and wanted to ftand afide till the 
multitude fhould pafs; but this human tide con- 
tinues to flow, without interruption or abatement, 
from morn till night. Then there is fuch an in- 
finity of gay equipages, coaches,. chariots, chaifes, 
and other carriages, Continually rolling and fhifte 
ing before: your eyes, that.one’s head grows giddy 
looking at them ; and the imagination is quite con 
founded with fplendour and variety. Nor is the 
profpect by water lefs grand and aftonifhing than 
that by land: you fee three ftupendous bridges, 
joining the oppofite banks of a broad, deep, and 
rapid river; fo vaft, fo ftately, fo elegant, that 
they ‘eem to be the work of giants: betwixt them, 
the whole furface of the. Chames ‘is covered, with 
{mall veffels, barges, boats, and.wherries, pafling 
to and fro; and below the three bridges, fuch a 
prodigiou; foreft of mafts,:for miles together, that 
you would think ail the fhips in the univerfe were 
here afflembled. .AJl that youread of wealth and 
grandeur, in the Arabian Night's Entertainment, 


and the Perfian Tales, concerning Bagdad, Diar- | 


bekir, Damaicus,. Mpahan, and Samarkand, is 
here realized. , ae 

Ranelagh looks ‘tke the inchanted palace of a 
genic, adorned with the moft exquitite performan- 
a ces 
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ces of painting, carving, and gilding, enlightened 
with athoufand golden lamps, that emulate the 
noon-day fun; crowded with the great, the richs 
the gay, the happy, and the fair ; p ittering with 
cloth of gold and filver, lace, embroidery, and 
precious ftones. While thefe exulting fons and 
daughters of felicity tread this round of pleafure, 
or regale in different parties, and feparate lodges, 
with fine imperial tea and other delicious refrefh- 
ments, their ears are entertained with the moft 
ravifhing delights of mufick, both inftrumental. and 
vocal. There I heard the famous Tenducci, a 
thing from Italy---It looks for all the word like a 
man, though they fay itis not. The voice, to be 
fure, is neither man’s nor woman’s ;. but it is more 
melodious than either; and it warbled fo divinely, 
that, while I liftened, I really thought myfelf in 
paradife. . : 

At nine o'clock, in a charming’ moon-light 
evening, we embarked at Ranelagh for Vauxhall, 
in a wherry, fo light and flender, that. we looked 
like fo many fairies failing ina nut-fhell. My un- 
cle, being apprehenfive of catching cold upon the 
water, went round in the coach, and my aunt 
would have accompanied him,..bue he would not 
fuffer me to go: by water if ‘fhe went by land; and. 
thercfore fhe favoured us with her.company, as fhe 
perceived 1 had a curtofity to make this agreeable 
voyage---+After all, the veflel was fufficiently load- 
ed; for, befides the watertnen, there was my bro- 
ther Jery, and ‘a friend of hisy one Mr. Barton, 
@ country gehtleman, of a good fortune, who had 
dined at our houfe—---:The -pleafure of this little 
excurfion was, however, damped, by my being 
fadly trighted at our landing; where there was a 
terribie confufion of wherries, and a crowd of 
people bawling, and fwearing, and ‘quarrelling : 
nay, a paxcel..of uzly-looking fellows came run- 
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wing into the water, and laid hold on our boat with 
great violence, to pull it. afhore; nor would they 
quit their hold till my -brother {truck one of them 
over the head with hiscane, But this flutter was 
fully recompenfed by the pleafures of Vauxhall; 
which I no fooner entered, than [ was dazzled 
and confounded with the variety of beauties that 
rufhed all at once upon my eye. Image to 
yourlelf, my dear Letty, a fpecious garden, part 
Jaid out in delightful walks, bounded with high 
hedges and trees, and paved with gravel; part ex- 
hibiting a wonderful affemblage of the moft pi@u- 
Tefque and ftriking’ objects, pavilions, lodges, 
groves, grottoes, lawns, temples, and ca{cades; 
porticoes, coionades, and rotundos; adorned with 
pillars, ftatues, and painting: the whole illumi- 
nated with an infinite number of lamps, difpofed 
in different figures. of funs, ftars, and conftella- 
tions ; the place crowded with the gayeft compa- 
ny, ranging thro’ thofe blifsful fhades, or fupping 
in different lodges on cold callations, enlivened with 
mirth, freedom, and good-humour, and animated 
by an excellent band of mufick. Among the ve- 


cal performers had the happinefs to hear the ce- 


lebrated Mrs. ——, whofe voice was fo laud. and 


fo fhrill,. that it made my head ake through exces 


of pleafure. . $4543 : 

_ In about half an hour after we arrived we were 
joined by my uncle, who did not feem to relifh the 
place. People of experience and infirmity, m: 

dear Letty, fee with very different eyes from thole 
that fuch as you and I make ufe of----Our evening’s 
entertainment was interrupted by an unlucky 
accident. In one of the remoteft walks we were 
.furprifed with a fudden fhower, that fet-the whole 
company a-running, and drove us in heaps, one 
upon another, into the rotunda; where my uncle, 
finding himfelf wet, began to be very peevith and 
— urgent 
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urgent to be gone. My brother went to look 
for the coach, and found it with much difficulty 5 
but a it could not hold us all, Mr. Barton ftayed 
behind. | lt was fome time before the carriage 
cou:d +e brought up to the gate, in the confufion, 
notwithflanding the utmotl endeavours of our new 
footman Humphry Clinker, who loft his fcratch 
periwiy, and got a broken head in the f{cuffe. The 
mcment we were feated, my aunt pulled off my 
uncle’s fhoes, and carefully wrapped his poor feet 
‘in her capuchin; then fhe gave him a mouth-full of 
‘cordial, which fhe always: keeps in her pocket, and 
‘his clothes were fhifted as foon as we arrived at 
lodgings; fo that, blefled be God, he efcapeda 
fevere cold, of which he was in great terror. 

As for Mr. Barton, I muft tell you in confidence, 
he wasa little particular; but, perhaps, I miftake 
his complaifance ; and I wifh I may, for his fake 
You know the condition of my poor heart; 
which, in fpite of hard ufage----And yet-I ought 
not to complain: nor will I, till farther informa- 
tion. 

Befides Ranelagh and Vauxhall, I have been at 
Mrs. Cornelys’s aiflembly, which, for the rooms, 
the company, the dreffes, and decorations, furpaf- 
fes all deicription ; but as I have no great turn for 
card-paying, J have not yet entered thoroughly 
into the fpirit of the place: indeedI am ftill fuch a 
couritry hoyden, that I could -hardly find patience 
to be put in « condition to appear, yet I was not 
above fix hour, under .the hands of the hair-dref- 
fer, who ftuffed my head with as much black wool 
as would have made a quilted petticoat ; and, after 
all, it-wa. the fmalieit head in the aflembly, except 
my aunt’s---She, to be fure, was fo particular with 
her rumpt gown and petticoat, her fcanty curls, 
her lappet-head, deep triple ruffles, and high itavs, 
that every body. looked at her with furprife ; fome 
a whifpered, 
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whifpered, and fome tittered; and Jady Gritkin, 
by whom we were introduced, flatly told her, fhe 
was twenty good years behind the fathion. 

Lady Grifkin is a perfon of fafhion, te whom 
we have the honour to be related. She keeps.a 
fmall rout at her own houfe, never exceeding ten 
or a dozen card-tables, but thefe are frequented by 
‘the beft company in town—She has been fo oblig« 
ing as to introduce my aunt and me to fome cf her 
particular friends of quality, who treat us with the 
moft familiar good humour: we have once dined. 
with her, and fhe takes the trouble to direct us in 
all our motions. Iam fo happy as to have gained 
her good-will to fuch a degree, that the fometimes 
adjufts my cap with her own hands; and fhe has 
given me a kind invitation to fay with her all the 
winter. ‘This, however, has been cruelly declined 
by my uncle, who feems to be (I know not how) 
prejudiced againft the good lady; for, whenever 
my aunt happens to fpeak in her commendation, [ 

obferve that he makes wry faces, though he fays | 
nothing.——Perhaps, indeed, thefe grimaces may 
be the effect of pain arifing from the gout and 
rheumatifm, with which he is fadly diltrefled— 
Tome, however, he is always good natured and. 
generous, even beyond my wilh. Since we came 
thither, he has made me a prefent of.a fuit of 
clothes, with trimmings and laces, which coft 
more money than | fhall mention; and Jery, at 
his defire, has given me my mother’s diamond 
drops, which are ordered to be fet a-new; fo that 
it won’t be his fault if I do not glitter among the 
ftars of the fourth or fifth magnitude. I with a 
weak head may not grow giddy in the midft of ail 
this gallantry and diffipation; though, as yet, I 
can fafely declare, | could gladly give up all thefe 
tumultuous pleafures, for country folitude, and a 
happy retreat with thofe we love; among whom, 
_ my 
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my dear Willis will always poMefs the firft place in 
the breaft of her ; 

~ ever affectionate, 
‘London, May 31. Lypta MELForRD. 


HhPeoeeoeeeeeeaeeoeeedse 


To Sir WATKIN Puruures, Bart. of Jefus Col- 
7 , lege, Oxon. 


DEAR PHILLIPS, 
I SEND you this letter, franked by our old 


friend Barton; who is as much altered as it was _ 


poffible for a man of his kidney to be—Inftead of 
the carelefs, indalent floven'‘we knew at Oxford, 
I found him a bufy talkative politician; a petit- 
maitre.in his drefs, and a.ceremonious courtier in 
his manners. He has not gall enough in his con- 
Rtitwtion to be enflamed with the rancour of party, 
fo as to deal in fcurrilous invectives; but, fince he 
obtained a place, he is become a-warm partizan of 
the miniftry, and fees every thing through fuch an 
exaggerating medium, asto me, who am happily 
of no party, is altogether incomprehenfible—— 
Without all doubt, the fumes of faGtion not oply 
difturb the faculty of reafon, but alfo pervert the 
organs of fenfe; and I would lay a hundred gui- 
neas to ten, that if Barton on one fide, and the 
moft confcientious patriot in the oppofition on. the 
other, were to draw,- upon honour, the piCture of 
the k— or m—, you and I, who are ftill unin- 
fected, and unbiaffed, would find both painters 
equally diftant from the truth. One thing, how- 
ever, muft be allowed for the honour of Barton, he 
never breaks out into illiberal abufe, far lefs en- 
deavours, by infamous calamnies, to blaft the 
moral character of any individual, on the other 
fide. | 

Ever 
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Ever fince we came hither, he has been remark- 
ably affiduous in his attention to our family; an 
attention, which, in a man of his indolence and 
avocations, I fhould have thought altogether odd, 
and even unnatural, had not I perceived that my 
fifter Liddy has made fome impreflion upon his 
heart. I can’t fay that I have any objetion to 
his trying his fortune in this purfuit : if an opu- 
lent eftate and a great ftock of good-nature are 
fufficient qualifications in a hufband, to render the 
marriage-ftate happy for life, fhe may be happy 
with Barton: but, I imagine, there is fomething 
elfe required, to engage and fecure the affection of 
a woman of fenfe and delicacy : fomething which 
nature has denied our friend—Liddy feems to be 
of the fame opinion. When he addrefles hime 
felf to her in difcourfe, the feems to liften. with. 
relu€&tance, and induftrioufly avoids al] ‘particular 
communication ; but in proportion to .her. coy> 
nefs, our aunt is coming. Mrs. Tabitha goes more 
than half way to meet his advances ; fhe miltakes, 
or affects to miftake, the meaning of his ceut- 
tefy, which is rather formal and fulfome; fhe ree 
turns his compliments with hyperbolical intereft, 
fhe perfecutes him with her civilities at table, fhe 
appeals to him for ever in converfation, fhe fighs, 
and flirts, and ogles. and, by. her hidcous affecta- 
tion and impertinence, drives.the poor courtier to 
the very extremity of his complaifance : in fhort, 
_ fhe feems to have undertaken the fiege of Barton's 
heart, and carries on her approaches in fuch a defe .. 
perate manner, that I don’t know whether He 
will not be obliged to capitulate. In the mean 
time, his averfion to this inamorata ftruggling.with 
his acquired affability, and his natural fear of giv- 
ing offence, throws him into a kind of diftrefs 
which is extremely ridiculous. 

- 'Two days ago, he perfuaded my uncle and me to 
accompany him .to St. James’s, where he gina’ 
- too 
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took to make us acquainted with the perfons of all 
the great men in the kingdom ; and, indeed, there 
was a great. aflemblage of diftinguifhed characters, 
for it was a high feftival at-court. Our conductor 
performed his promife with great punctuality. He 
pointed out almoft every individual of ‘both fexes, 
and generally introduced them to our motice, with 
a flourifh of panegyrick —— Seeing the King ap- 
proach, “ There comes (faid he) the moft amia-~ 
“‘ ble fovereign that ever. fwayed the fceptre of Eng- 
* Jand; the delicte humani generis ; Auguftus, in 
‘* patronizing merit ; Titus Vefpafian in generofi- 
“Sty; Trajan in beneficence ; and Marcus Aure- 
‘lias, in philofophy.” * A very honeft kind- 
*‘ hearted gentleman (added my uncle) ; he’s too 
“* sood for the times. A king of England fhould 
** have a fpice of the-devil in his compofition.” 
Barton, then turning to the duke of C—, proceed. 
ed,—** ‘You know the duke ;- that illuftrious hero, 
¢ who trod rebellion under his feet, and fecured us 
€¢ in pofleffion of every. thing we ought to hold dear, 
_ as Englifhmen and Chriftians. Mark what an 
‘eye, how penetrating, yet pacific! whatdignity 
‘Cin his mien ! what humanity in his afpect—— 
«© Even malice muft own, that he is one of the 
“ preateft officers in Chriftendom.” 1 think he 
** be (faid Mr. Bramble).; but who are thefe youn 
** gentlemen ‘that ftand befide him? ‘* Thofe! 
** (cried our friend) thofe are his royal nephews ; 
“¢ the princes of the blood. Sweet young princes! 
“* the facred pledges of the Proteftant line ; fo {pi- 
“© rited, fo fenfible, fo princely” ** Yes; very fen- 
‘¢ fible! very {pirited | (faid my uncle, interrupting 
‘*bim) but fee the queen ! ha, there’s the queen— 
‘© There’s the queen! let me fee—Let me fee—- 
«¢ Where are my glafles? ha! there’s meaning in 
‘*that eye—There’s fentiment—'T here’s expreffion 
“© Well, Mr. Barton, what figure do you call next?” 
oa The 
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The next perfon he pointed out, was the favou- 
rite yearl; who-ftood folitary by one of the win- 
dows—** Behold yon northern ftar, (faid he) horn 
S* of bis beams——” ‘* What ! the Caledonian lu-. 
‘* minary, that lately blazed fo bright in our hemi- 
“* fphere! methinks, at prefent, it glimmers through 
** a fog.; like Saturn without his ring, bleak and 
“dim, and diftant——Ha, there’s the other great 
“© phenomenon, the grand penfionary, that wea- 
** ther-cock of patriotifm that veers about in eve 
‘* point of the political compafs, and ftill feels the 
“© wind of popularity in his tail. He too, like a por- 
** tentous comet, has rifen again above the court ho- 
$¢ rizon ; but how long he will continue to afcend, — 
*6 it is not eafy to foretel, confidering his great ec- 
‘¢ centricity—— Who are thofe two fatellites that at- 
* tend his motions ?” When Barton told him their 
names, ‘ To their characters (faid Mr. Bram- 
“* ble) Iam no ftranger. One of them, without 
‘¢ a drop of red blood in his veins, has a cold, in- 
“‘toxicating vapour in his head; and. rancour 
“enough in his heart to inoculate and affect a 
“‘ whole nation. The other is (I hear) intended 
** for a fhare in the ad——n, and the penfionary 
*< vouches for his being duly qualified—The only 
*inftance I ever heard of his fagacity, was his de- 
‘* ferting his former patron, when he found him 
*¢ declining in power, and in difgrace with the 
*¢ people. Without principle, talent, or intelli- 
‘* gence, he is ungracious as a hog, greedy as a 
‘‘ vulture, and thievifh as a jackdaw; but, it muft 
“be owned, he is no hypocrite. He pretends to 
‘¢ no virtue, and takes no pains to difguife his cha- 
“rater — His miniftry will be attended with 
** one advantage, no man will be difappointed by 
‘his breach of promife, as-no mortal ever truft- 
‘Sed ta his word. I wonder how lord — 
*¢ firft difcovered this happy genius, and for what 
 § purpofe: 
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‘© purpofe lord ---- has now adopted him: but 
*s one would think, that as amber has a power to 
<¢ attract dirt, and ftraws, and chaff, a minifter 
«sis endued with the fame kind of faculty, to 
¢ Lick up every knave and blockhead in bis way----” 
His elogium was interrupted by the arrival of 
the old duke of N—; who,. fqueezing into the 
circle with a bufy face of importance, thruft his 
head into every countenance, as if he had been 
in fearch of fomebody, to whom he wanted to 
impart fomething of great confequence—My 
uncle, who had been formerly known to him, 
bowed as he paffed; and the duke, feeing him- 
{elf faluted fo refpe€tfully by a well-dreffed per- 
fon, was not flow in returning the courtefy--- 
He even came up, and, taking him cordially by 
the hand, ‘¢ My dear friend, Mr. A----, (faid 
«© he) Iam rejoiced to fee you---How long have 
<* you been come from abroad ?---How did you 
<¢ leave our good friends, the Dutch? The king 
és of Pruffia don’t think of another war, ah?---. 
«© He’s a great king! a great conqueror! a very 
‘* great conqueror! Your Alexanders and Han-. 
<¢ nibals were nothing at all to him, Sir----Cor- 
<* porals! drummers! drofs! mere trafh----- 
<¢ Damned trafh, heh ?---” His grace being by 
this time out of breath, my uncle took the op- 
portunity to tell him he had not been out of 
England, that his name was Bramble, and that 
he had the honour to fit in the laft parliament 
but one of the late king, as reprefentative for 
the borough of Dymkymraig. ‘** Odfo! (cried 
**. the duke) I remember you perfe@ly well, my 
“ dear Mr. Bramble----You was always a good 
‘* and loyal fubje€t----a ftaunch friend to admi- 


«¢ niftration--- I made your brother an Irifh. 


‘¢ bifhop---” «* Pardon me, my lord (faid the 
s* *fguire) I once had a brother, but he was a 
** captain 


nw 
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captain in the army---” ‘* Hal (faid his’ 
grace) he was fo---He was, indeed! But who 
was the bifhop then? Bifhop Blackberry----- 
Sure it was bifhop Blackberry---Perhaps fome’ 
relation of yours---” ‘* Very likely, my lord 
(replied my uncle); the Blackberry is the fruit 
of the Bramble---But, I believe, the Bithop is 
not a berry of our bufh---’? ** No more he 
is---No more he is, ha, ha, ha! (exclaimed 
the duke) there you gave me a fcratch, good 
Mr. Bramble, ha, ha, hat---Well, I thall be 
glad to fee you at Lincoln’s-inn-fields--- You 
know the way---Times are altered. ‘Though. 
I have loft the power, I retain the inclination 
---Your very humble¢ fervant, good Mr. 
Blackberry---” So faying, he fhoved to ano- 


ther corner of the room. ‘* What a fine old 
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gentleman ! (cried Mr. Barton) what fpirits ! 
what a memory !---He never forgets an old 
friend.”? .** He does me too much honour, 
(obferved our ’fquire) to rank me among the 
number---Whilft I fat in parliament, I never 
voted with the mintftry but three times, when 
my confcience told me they were in the right: 
however, if he ftill keeps levee, I will carry 
my nephew thither, that he may fee, and learn 


to avoid the fcene; for, I think, an Englifh 


gentleman never appears to fuch difadvantage, 
as at the levee of a minifter---Of his prace I 
fhall fay nothing at prefent, but that for thirty 
years he was the conftant and.common butt of 
ridicule and execration. He was generally 
laughed at as an ape in politics, whofe office 
and influence ferved only to render his folly the 
more notorious ; and the oppofition curfed him, 
as the indefatigable drudge of a firft-mover, 
who was juftly ftiled and ftigmatized as the fa- 
ther of corruption: but this ridiculous ap | 
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«© this venal drudge, ne fooner loft the places he. 
“© was fo ill qualified to fill, and unfurled the ban- 
“© ners of faction, than’he was metamorphofed into 
“< a pattern of public virtue; the very people who 
‘¢ reviled him before, now extolled him to the 
«¢ fkies, as a wife, experienced ftatefman, chief 
“¢ pillar of the Proteftant fucceffion, and corner 
‘© ftone of Englifh liberty. I fhould be glad to 
“* know how Mr. Barton reconciles thefe contra- 
‘6 dictions, without obliging us to refign all title 
“© to the privilege of common fenfe.” ‘* My dear 
“¢ fir, (anfwered Barton) I don’t pretend to ey 
“© the extravagations of the multitude; who, 

“© fuppofe, were as wild in their former cenfure, as 
‘Sin their prefent praife: but I fhall be very ylad 
“© to attend you on Thurfday next to his grace’s 
«© levee; where, 1’m.afraid, we thall not be crowd- 
“Sed with company; for, you know, there’s a 
wide difference between his prefent office of pre- 
“© fident of the council, and his former poft of firft 
‘¢ lord commiffioner of the treafury.” - | 

This communicative friend having announced. 
all the remarkable characters of both fexes, that 
appeared at court, we refolved to adjourn, and re- 
tired.. At the foot of the ftair-cafe, there was a 
crowd of laqueys and chairmen, and in the midft 
of them ftood Humphry Clinker, exalted upon a 
ftool, with his hat in one hand, and a paper in the 
other, in the act of holding forth to the people--- 
Before we could inquire into the meaning of this 
exhibition, he perceived his mafter, thruft the pa- 
per into his pocket, defcended from his elevation, 
bolted through the crowd, and brought up the car- 
riage to the gate. 

My uncle faid nothing till we were feated, when, 
after having looked at me earneftly for fome time, 
he burft out a-laughing, and afked if 1 knew upon 
what fubject Clinker was holding forth to the mob 
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— If (faid he) the fellow is turned mountebank, 
“ 7. muft turn him out of my fervice, otherwife 
“« he’ll make Merry Andrews of us ali—’”’ I ob- 
ferved that, in ail probability, he had ftudied me- 
dicine under his mafter, who was a farrier.— © 
- Atdinner, the fquire afked him, if he had ever 
practifed phyfic? ‘* Yes, an pleafe your honour, (faid 
- © he) among brute beafts ; but 1 never meddle with 
‘* rational creatures.” ** I know not whether you 
‘© rank in that clafs the audience you was ha- 
“ ranguing in the court at St. James’s, but I fhould 
*° be glad to know what kind of powders -you w43 
© diitri-uting ; and whether you -had a -‘good 
© fale—” §*¢ Sale, fir! (cried Clinker) I hope I 
fhall never be bafe enough to fell for gold‘ and 
‘* filver, what freely comes of God’s grace. I dif- 
¢ tributed nothing, an like your honour, -but a 
“‘ word of advice to my fellows in fervitude and 
“ fin.” Advice concerning what?” ** Con- 
“¢ cerning profane {Wwearing, an pleafe your ho- 
“ nour; fo horrid and fhocking, that it made my 
‘¢ hair ftand onend.” ‘* Nay, if thou can’ft cure 
‘¢ them of that difeafe, I fhall think thee a. won- 
“© derful do€tor indeed—” ** Why not curethem, 
«© my good matter? the hearts of thofe poor people 
“ are not fo ftubborn as your honbur ‘feéins to 
“ think—Make them firft fenfible that-you‘have 
“ nothing in view but their good, ther they ‘will 
“«¢ jiften with patience, and eafily be convinced of 
‘© the fin and folly-of a practice that affords neither 
© profit nor pleafure—’ At this remark, our 
uncle changed colour, and looked round the com- 
pany, confcious that his own withers were not al- 
together unwrung. §* But, Clinker, (faid he) if 
‘© you fhould have eloquence enough to perfuade 
«¢ the vulgar, to refign thofe tropes and figures of 
<¢ rhetoric, there will be little or nothing left to 
‘¢ diftinguifh their converfation from that of their 
Vou. I, G ‘¢ betters.” 
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“¢ betters.” ‘* But then your honour knows, 
<¢ their converfation will be void of offence ; and, 
“¢ at the day of judgment, there will be no dif- 

*¢ tinction of perfons.”’ | 
Humphry going down fairs. to fetch up a bottle 
of wine, my uncle congratulated bis fifter upon 
having fuch a reformer in the family ; when Mrs. 
‘Tabitha declared, he was a fober civilized fellow ; 
very refpectful, and very induftrious ; and, fhe be- 
lieved, a good Chriftian into the bargain. One 
would think, Clinker muft really have fome very 
extraordinary talent, to ingratiate himfelf in this 
manner with a virago of her charaCter, fo fortified 
again{t him with prejudice and refentment; but the 
truth is, fince the adventure of Salt-hill, Mrs. 
Tabby feemis to be entirely changed. She has left 
off fcolding the fervants, an exercife which was 
grown habitual, and even feemed neceflary to her 
conftitution ; and is become fo indifferent to Chow- 
der, as to part with him in a‘prefent to lady Grif- 
kin, who propofes to bring the breed of him into 
fafhion. Her ladyfhip is the widow of fir Timothy 
Grifkia, a diftant relation of our family. She en- 
joys a jainture of five hundred pounds a-year, and 
makes fhift to {pend three times that fum. Her 
chara€ter before marriage was a little equivocal ; 
but at.prefent fhe lives in the bon ton, keeps card- 
tables, gives private fuppers to fele@ friends, and 
Is vifited by perfons of the firft fafhion—She has 
been remarkably civil to us a'l, and cultivates my 
uncle with the moft particular regard; but the 
more fhe ‘ftrokes him, the more his briftles feem 
to rife—To her compliments he makes very laco- 
nic and dry returns—T’other day, flie fent usa 
pottle of fine ftrawberries, which he: did not re- 
ceive without figns of difguft, muttering from the 
fineid, timeo Danaos et Dona ferentes. She has 
twice called for Liddy, of a forenoon, to take an 
airing 


H.UMPHRY CLINKER. 147 
airing in the coach; but Mrs. Tabby was always 
fo alert, (I fuppofe by his direction) that fhe never 
could have the niece without her aunt’s company. 
—I have endeavoured to found Square-toes on this 
fubje&t ; but he carefully avoids al] explanation. 

I have now, ‘dear, Phillips, filled a whole theet ; 
and if you have read it to an end, I dare fay, you 
are as tired as 


| your humble fervant, 
London, June 2. - J. MeLrorp. 


4 ; rages ri , Vi ‘ The 
_. To Dr. Lewis. 


“ YES, Doétor, I have feen the Britifh Mufeum; 
which is.a noble colle@ion, and even f{tupendous, 
if we confider it was made by a’ private man, a 
phyfician, who was obliged to make his own for= 
tune atthe fame:time: but great as the collection 
is, it would appear more ftriking if it was arrang- 
¢d in one fpacious.faloon, inftead of being divided 
into: different apartments, which it does not en- 
tirely All—I could with the feries of medals was 
connected, and the whole of the animal, vegetable, 
and mineral kingdoms completed, by adding to 
each, at tie public expence, thofe articles that are 
wanting. It would likewife be a great improves 
ment, with refpe& to the library, if the defici- 
encies were made up, by purchafing all the books of 
character that are not to be found already in the 
cpllection—They might be claffed in centuries, ac- 
cording to, the dates of their publication, and ca- 
talogucs printed of them and the manufcripts, for 
the tnfermation of thofe. that want to confult, or 
compile from fuch authorities. I could alfo wifh, 
for the honour of the nation, that there was a com- 
plete apparatus for a courfe of mathematics, mex 

Dc . G 2 chanics, 
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chanics, and experimental philofophy; and a good 
falary fettled upon an able profeffor, who fhould 
give regular lectures on thefe fubjeG@s, 
' But this is allidle fpeculation, which will never 
be reduced to pratice—Confidering the temper of 
the times, itis a wonder to fee any inftitution what- 
foever eftablifhed, for the benefit of the public. 
The fpirit of party is rifen toa kindof phrenzy, 
unknown to former ages, or rather degenerated to 
a total extinction of honefty and candour—— You 
know I have obferved, forfome time, that the pub- 
lic papers are become the infamous vehicles. of ‘the 
moft cruel and perfidious defamation: every ran- 
corous knave—every defperate incendiary, that can 
afford to fpend half a crown or three fhillings, may 
fkulk behind the prefs of a news-monger, and have 
a ftab at the firft character in the kingdom, with- 
out running the leaft hazard of ‘deteétion, or pus 
nifhment.’ 9 
' [have ‘made acquaintance with a Mr. Barton, 
whom Jery knew at Oxford; a good fort of a 
man, though moft ridiculoufly warped tn his poli- 
tical principles; but his partiality is the lefs offen- 
five, as it never appears in the {tile of fcuirility and 
abufe. He is a‘member of parliament, and a re- 
fainer to the court; and his’ whole converfation 
turns ‘upon the virtues and perfections of the minif-' 
ters, who are his patrons, ‘T’other day, when he 
’ was bedaubing one of thofe worthies, with the 
moft fulfome praife, f told him I ‘had feen the fame 
nobleman chara@terifed very differently, in one of 
the daily-papers; indeed,’ fo ftigmatized, that if 
one half-of what was faid of him was‘ tre, We 
mutt be not only unfit to rule, but “even unfit to 
live: that thofe impeachments had‘ been repeated 
again and again, with the addition of frefh mat- 
ter; and that as he had taken no {teps towards his 
own vindication, I began to think there was fome 
ee = founda- 
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foundation: for the charge. ‘* And pray, fir, (faid 
«« Mr. Barton) what fteps would you have him 
«© take?—Suppofe he fhould profecute the pub- 
‘¢ lifher, who fcreens the anonymous accufer, and 
‘* bring him to the pillory for a libel; this is fo 
“© far from being counted a punifhment, ix terro- 


 & rem, that it will probably make his fortune, 


‘© The multitude immediately. take him into their 
‘© protection, .as.a martyr to the caufe of defama- 
“© tion, which they have always efpoufed— They, 
‘< pay his fine, they contribute to the increafe of | 
‘“< his ftock, his fhop is crowded with cuftomers, 


© and the fale of his paper. sifes in’ proportion to, 


‘© the fcandal it contains., All this tame the. profe- 
‘© cutor is inveighed againft as a tyrant and op- 
‘* preflor, for having chofen to proceed by the way. 
‘¢ of information, which is deemed a grievance ; 
“ but if he lays an aCtion for damages, he muft 
“ prove the damage, and I Jeave you to judge, 
‘< whether a gentleman’s character may not be, 


* brought into contempt, and all his views in life 


“© blafted by calumny, without his being able to | 
“¢ fpecify. the particulars of the damage he has 


_ © fuftained. . 


_ “ This fpirit of defamation is a kind of herefy, 
“¢ that thrives under perfecution. The liberty of 
‘© the prefs.is a term of great efficacy; and, like 
‘¢ that of the Proteftant religion, has often ferved. 
s¢ the purpofes. of fedition——A minitter, there- 
* fore, mutt. arm himfelf -with patience, and 
‘‘ bear thofe attacks without repining 
‘© Whatever mifchief they may do in other 
“¢ refpects, they certainly contribute in one particu- 
‘* Jar, to the advantage of government; for thofe 
<< defamatory articles have multiplied papers in fuch 
‘¢ a manner, and augmented their fale to fuch a 
“< degree, that the duty upon ftlamps and advertife- 
*¢ ments has made a very confiderable addition to 
‘6 the revenue.” Certain it is, a gentleman’s 

honour 
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honour is a very delicate fubje& to be handled by 
a jury, compofed of men, who cannot be fuppof- 
ed remarkable either for fentiment or impartiality 
—In fuch a cafe, indeed, the defendant is tried, 
not only by his peers, but alfo by his party; and I 
really think, that, of all patriots, he is the moft re- 
folute who expofes himfelf to fuch detration, for 
the fake of. his country—If, from the ignorance or 
partiality of juries, 2 gentleman can have no ‘re- 
drefs from Jaw, for being defamed in a pamphlet 
or news-paper, I know but one other method of 
proceeding againft the publifher, which is attend- 
ed with fome rifque, but has been ‘praCtifed fucceff-" 


fully, more than once, in‘my remembrance—A’ : 


regiment of horfé was reprefented, in one of the 


news-papers, as having mifbehaved at Dettingen ; 


a captain of that regiment broke the publifher’s 
bones, telling him, at the fame time, if he went 


to law, he fhould certainly have the like falutation’ 


from every officer of the corps. Governor 


took the fame fatisfaQion on the ribs of an author,’ 
who traduced him by name in a periodical paper.’ 
——] know a low fellow of the fame ¢lais, who,’ 
being turned out of Venice for his impudence and’ 


fcurrility, retired to Lugano, a town of the Gri- 
fons, (a free people, God wet) where he found a 
printing prefs, from whence he fquirted his filth 


at fome refpetable charadters in the republic,’ 


which he had béen obliged to abandon.. Some of 


thefe, finding him out of the réach of legal chaf-' 
tifement, employed certain ufeful inftruments, fuch’ 
as may be found in all- countries, to give him’ 
the baftinado; which, being repeated more than 


once, effectually ftopt the current of his abufe. 


As for the liberty of the prefs, like every other 


privilege, it muft be reftrained within certain 


bounds ; for if it is carried to a breach of law, re-° 
ligion, and charity, it becomes one of the greateft 
’ 7 | evils 
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evils that ever annoyed the community. If the 
foweft ruffian may ftab your good-name with im- 
punity in England, will you be fo uncandid as to 
exclaim againft Italy for the pratice of common 
affaffination * ‘To what purpofe is our property 
fecured, if our mora} charaéter is left defencelefs? 
People thus baited, grow defperate; and the de- 
{pair of being able to preferve one’s character, 
untainted by fuch vermin, produces a total ne- 
gle& of fame; fo that one of the chief incite- 
ments to the practice of virtue is effedtually de- 
ftroyed. Bo — 
- Mr. Barton's laft confideration, refpecting the 
ftamp-duty; is equally wife and laudable with ano- 
ther maxim which has-been long adopted by our 
financiers, namely, to connive at drunkennefs, 
riot, and diffipation, becaufe they inhance the re-_ 
ceipt of the excife; not refle&ing, that in pro- 
viding this temporary convenience, they are de- 
ftroying the morals, health, and induftry of the 
people——Notwithftanding my contempt for 
thofe who flatter a minifter, I think there is fome- 
thing ftill more defpicable in flattering a mob. - 
When I fee a man of birth, education, and for- 
tune, put himfelf on a level with the dregs of the 
people, mingle with low mechanics, feed with 
them at the fame board, and drink with them in 
the fame cup, flatter their prejudices, harangue in 
praife of their virtues, expofe themfelves to the 
belchings of their beer, the fumes of their tobac- 
co, the groffnefs of their familiarity, and the im- 
pertinence of their converfation, I cannot .help 
defpifing him, as a man guilty of the vileft profti- 
tution, in order to effeét a. purpofe equally felfifh 

and illiberal. : | 2 
I fhould renounce politics the more willingly, 
if I could find other topics of converfation, dif- 
cuffed with more modefty and .candour ;. but the 
G4. ’ daemon 


ee 
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demon of party feems to have ufurped every de- — 


_ partment of life. Even the world of literature 
and tafte is divided into the moft virulent fa@ions, 
which revile, decry, and traduce the works of one 
another. Yefterday, I-went to return an after- 
noon’s vifit to a gentleman of my acquaintance, 
at whofe houfe I found one of the authors of the 
prefent age, who has written with fome fuccefs— 
As I had read one or two of his performances, 
which gave me pleafure, I was glad of this oppor- 
tunity to know his perfon; but his difcourfe and 
deportment deftroyed all the impreffions which 
his writings had made in his favour. He took 


upon him to decide dogmatically upon every fub- _ 


je&, without deigning to thew the leaft caufe for 
his differing from the general opinions of man- 
kind, as if it had been our duty to acquiefce in 
the ipfe dixit of this new Pythagoras. He rejudg- 
ed the charaéters of all the principal authors, who 
had died within a century of the prefent time ; 
and, in this revifion, paid no fort of regard to the 
reputation they bad required —Milton was harfh 
and profaic ; Dryden, languid and verbofe; But- 
ler and Swift, without humour ; Congreve, with- 
out wit; and Pope deftitute of any fort of poeti- 
cal merit—As for his cotemporaries, he could not 
bear to hear one of them mentianed with any de+ 
gree of applaufe+They were all dunces, pedants; 
plagiaries, quacks, and impoftors.; .and you could 
not name a fingle performance, but what was 


tame, flupid, and infipid. It muft be owned, that — 


this writer had nothing to charge his confcience 
with, on the fide of flattery ; for, I underftand, 
he was never known to praife one line that was 
written, even by thofe with whom he lived on 
terms of: good fellowfhip. This arrogance and 
prefumption,.in depreciating authors, for whofe 
reputation the company may be interefted, is fuch 
“ . an 


—_ ——- 2 
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an infult upon the underftanding, as I could not 
bear without wincing. 

I defired to know his reafons for decrying fome 
works, which had afforded me uncommon plea- 
fure ; and, as demonftration did not feem to be 
his talent, I diffented from his opinion with great 
freedom. Having been {poiled by the deference 
and humility of his hearers, he did not bear con- ~ 
tradi€tion with much tempers and the difpute 
might have grown warm, had it not been inter- 
rupted by the entrance of a rival bard, at whofe 
appearance he always quits the place——They 
are of different cabals, and have been at open 
war thefe twenty years—If the. other was dog- 
matical, this genius was declamatory : he did not 
difcourfe, but harangue ; and his orations were e- 
qually tedious and turgid. He too pronounces ex 
‘cathedra upon the charaGters of his cotempories 5 
and though he fcruples not to deal out praife, even 
lavifKly, to:the loweft reptile in-Grub-ftreet who 
will either flatter him ‘in ‘private, or mount the 
public roftrum 4s his panegyrift, he damns all the 
other writers of the age, with the utmoft infc- 
lence and rancovr—One js a blunderbufs, as be- 
ing a native of: Ireland; another, a half-ftarved 
loufe of literature, from the banks of the Tweed ; 
‘a third, bh’afs, becaufe. he énjoys a ‘penfion fm 
‘the government} a fourth, the very angel of dul- 
nefs ;: becautfe He’ fueceeded.in 4 fpecies of writing 
in which this Ariftarchus had tailed; a fifth, who 
‘prefumed to make ftri€tures upon one of 1 is per- 
‘formances, he holds as a bug in criticifm, whofe 
‘ftench is more offenfive than-his fting—In fhort, 
“except himnfelf and his myrmidons, there is not a 
‘man of genus or leatning in the three kingdoms, - 
As* for ‘the’ fuecefs 6f-thofe, who have written 
‘without the pale of this confederacy, he imputes 
it entirely to want of tafte inthe public; not 
confidering, that to the approbation of that very 

Gog tafteleis 
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taftelefs public, he himfelf owes all the confe- 
quence he has in life. 

Thofe originals are not fit for converfation. If 
they would maintain the advantage they have 
gained by their writing, they fhould never appear 
but upon paper—For my part, I am fhocked to 
find a man have fublime ideas in his head, and 
nothing but illiberal fentiments in his heart—The 
human foul will be generally found moft defective 
in the article of candour—I am inclined to think, 
no mind was ever wholly exempt from envy; 
which, perhaps, may have been implanted, as an 
inftinG effential to our nature. I am afraid we 
fometimes palliate this vice, under the fpecious 
name of emulation. I have known a perfon re- 
markably generous, humane, moderate, and ap- 
parently felf-denying, who could not hear even a 
friend commended, without betraying marks of 
uneafinefs ; as if that-commendation had implied 
an odious comparifon to his prejudice, and every 
wreath of praife added to the other’s charaGer, 
was a garland plucked from his own temples. 
‘This is a malignant fpecies of jealoufy, of which 


I ftand acquitted in my own confcience—Whe- | 


ther it is a vice, or an infirmity, I leave you to 
inquire. | be ee Hy 
There is another point, which I would much 
rather fee.determained ;: whether. the world was 
always as contemptible, as it. appears to me at 
prefent?—If the morals of mankind have not 
contraGted an extraordinary degree of depravity, 
within thefe thirty years, then mutt I be infe&ed 
with the common vice of old men, difficilis, queru- 
dus, laudator temporis acli ; or, which is more pro- 
bable, the impetuous purfuitg and avocations of 
youth have formerly hindesed me fram obferving 
thofe rotten parts of human nature, which now 
appear fo offenfively to my obfervation, | 
. bee ook We 


ne 
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We have been at court, and change, and every 


~ where; and every where we find food for fpleen, 
_and fubje@ for ridicule—My new fervant, Hum- 


phry Clinker, turns out a great original; and ‘Tab- 
by 1s a changed creature—She has parted with 
Chowder ; and does nothing but {mile, like Malvo- 
lio inthe play—P'll te hanged if fhe is not a€ting a 
part which is not natural to her difpofition, for 
{ome purpofe which I have not yet difcovered. 
With refpe& to the charaéters of mankind, my 
curiofity is quite fatisfied: I have done with the 
fcience of men, and muft now endeavour to amufe 
myfelf with the novelty of things. I am, at pre-- 
fent, by a violent effort of the mind, forced from . 
my natural bias; but this power ceafing to. a, I 
fhall return to my folitude with redoubled velo- 
city. Every thing I fee, and hear, and feel, in 
this great refervoir of folly, knavery, and fophifti- 
cation, contributes to inhance the value of a 
country life, in the fentiments of 
yours always, 
London, June 2. , Marr. BRAMBLE. 
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To. es Mary Jones, at Brambleton-hall. 


t 


4 DEAR MARY. JONES, | _ 
LADY Gritkin’s botler, , Mr. Crumb, avis 


‘got ’fquire Barton to frank me a kiver, I would’ 


not negle&. to let you know how it is with me, 
and the reft of. the family. 

I could not rite ;by- John T homas, for becaufe 
he went away ina huff, ,at_ a:minute’s warning, 


‘He and Chowder could not agree, and fo they Htt 
_upon the yaad, and Chowder, bitt his thumb, -and : 
he fwore he woulddo hima mifchief, and he fpoke 


faucy to miftrefs, whereby. the {quire turn’d him off 
in — ; and by. Ged’s providence we pitked 


up 


{ 
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up another footman, called Umphry Klinker; a 
good fole as ever broke bread; which fhews that 
a {calded cat’ may prove. a good moufer, and a 
-hound be ftaunch, thof he has got narro hare on 
thts buttocks ; but the proudeft nofe may be bro’t 
-to the grine-ftone, by ficknefs and misfortunes. 

: © Molly! what thall I fay of London? All the 
‘tawns that ever I beheld in my born-days, are no 
more than Welfh barrows and crumlecks to this 
-wonderful fitty! Even Bath itfelf is but a fillitch, 
in the naam of God—One would think there’s no 
-endof the ftreets, but the land’s end. Then there’s 
-fuch a power of people, going hurry fkurry ! Such 
a racket of coxes! Such anoife, and hali-balloo! 
so many ftrange fites to be feen! O gracious! my 
poor Welfh brain has been fpinning like a top 
‘ever fince I came hither! And I have feen the 
-Park, and the paleafs’ of Saint Gimfes, and the 
iking’s and the queen’s magifterial purfing, and the 
fweet young princes, and the hillyfents, and pye- 
bald afs; and all the reft of the royal family. 

.¢ Ghaft week .I went with miftrefs to the Tower, 
to fee the crowns and wild beaftis; and there was 
a monftracious lion, with teeth half a quarter 
long; and a gentleman bid me not go near him, 
if I wafn’t a maid; being-as. how he would roar, 
and tear, and play the dickens—Now I had no 
mind to go near him; for I cannot abide fuch dan- 
“gerous hotieymils, not-l—but, miftrefs would go; 
-and the beaft kept’ fwch a roaring and bouncing, 
that I tho’t he would have broke his cage and de- 


voured us all; and the gentleman tittered forfooth; | 


-but I'll go to déath-upon it, ‘I-will, that my lady 
is as: good a firchin,-as the child unborn: ‘and, 
itherefore, either the gentleman ‘told a-fib; or the 
lion oft'to be fet in the ftocks for-bedring falfe wit- 
‘nefs again'his neighbour; for the commandment 
fayeth, Thou fbalt not bear falfe witnefs again thy 
neighbour. = ms re ae 

= I was 


a 
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. I was afterwards of a party at Sadler’s wells, 
where I faw fuch tumbling and dancing upon ropes 
and wires, that I was frightened, and ready to go 
intoa fit~—I tho’t it was allinchantment ; and, be- 
lieving myfelf bewitched, began for to cry—You 
knows as how the witches in Wales fly upon 
broom-fticks; but here was.flying without any 
broem-ftick,; or thing in the varfal world, and 
firing of piftols in the air, and blowing of trum- 
pets, and fwinging, and rolling ef wheel-barrows 
upon a wire, (God blefs us!) no thicker than a 
fewing-thread ; that, to- be fure, they muft deal 
with the devil!—A fine gentleman, with a pig’s- 
tail, and a golden ford by his fide, came to com- 
fit me, and offered for to treat me with a pint of 
wind’; but I would not ftay; and fo, in going 
through the dark paflage, he began to fhew his 
~ ¢loven futt, and went for to be rude; my fellow- 
farvant, Umphry Klinker, bid him be fivil, and 
he gave the young man a dowfe in the chops; 
but, I fackens, Mr. Klinker wa’n’t long in his 
debt—With a good oaken fapling he dufted his 
doublet, for all his golden cheefe-toafter ; and, 
fipping me under his arm, carried me huom, I 
nofe not how, being I was in fuch a fluftration— 
But, thank God! I’m now vaned from all fuch 
vanities; for what are all thofe rarities and vaga- 
ries to the glory that fhall be revealed hereafter? 
O Molly! let not your poor heart be puffed up 
with vanity. - ee, ee 
I had almoft forgot to tell you, that I. have had 
my hair cut and pippered, and finged, and bolftér- 
ed, and buckled, in the neweft fafhion, by a French 
freezer—Parley vow Francey—Vee.madmgnfell—l 
now carries my head higher than.arrow. private 
gentlewoman of Vales. Laft night, soming huom 
from the meeting, I was taken by lamp-light for 
an iminent poulterer’s daughter, a great rey 
| ee Oe en Se ie 


158 Tue EXPEDITION or 


—But as [ was faying, this is-all vanity and vexa- 
tion of fpirit—— The pleafures of London are no 
better than fower. whey and ftale cyder, when 
compared to the joys of the new Gerufalem. 

Dear Mary Jones! An pleafe God when I re- 
turn, I'll bring you a new cap, with a turkey- 
fhell coom, and a pye-houfe fermon, that was 
preached in the Tabernacle; and I pray of all 
love, you will mind your vriting and your fpil- 
ling ; for, ae your pardon, Molly, it made 
me fuet to difleyffer your laft fcrabble, which was 
delivered by the hind at Bath—O, voman ! vo- 
man ! if thou had’ft but the leaft confumption of 
what pleafure we {cullers have, when we can cun- 
fter the crabbidft buck off hand, and fpell the 
ethnitch vords without lucking at the primmer. 
As for Mr. Klinker, he is qualified to be clerk 
to a parifh—But 1’)] fay no more—Remember me 
to Saul—-poor fole ! it goes to my hart to think 
fhe don’t yet know her letters—But all in God’s 
good time—It fhall go hard, but I will bring her 
the ABC in gingerbread; and that, you nole, 
will be learning to her tafte. | 

Miftrefs fays, we are going a long gurney to, 
the North ; but go where we will, | thall ever be, 

| Dear Mary Jones, 

 . yours with true infeCtion, 

London, June 3. Win, JENnKINs, 


| LSP 


To Sir WaTKIN Puirurps, of Jefus college, 
— Oxon. : 


+ DEAR WAT) 
’ IMENTIONED in my laft, my uncle’s de- 
' fign of going to the duke off N——’s levee; which 

defign has been executed accordingly. His grace 
has been fo long accuftomred to this-kind of ho- 
; mage, 
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mage, that though the place he now fills does 
not imply the tenth part of the influence, ‘which 
he exerted in his former office, he has given his 
friends to underftand, that they cannot oblige him 
in any thing more, than in contributing to fup- 
port the fhadow of that. power, which he no 
longer retains in fubftance ; and therefore he has - 
ftill public days, on which they appear at his levee.. - 
My uncle and I went thither with Mr. Barton, 
who, being one of the duke’s adherents, undertook 
to be cae intfoducer= The room was pretty well 
filled with people, in a great variety of drefs ; but 
there was no more than one gown and caflock, tho’ 
I was told his grace had, while he-was minifter, pre- 
ferred almoft every -individual that. now: filled the 
bench of bifhops in. the houfe of lords ; but, in all 
probability, the gratitude of the clergy is like their 
charity, which fhuns the light —[M_r. Barton was 
Immediately accofted by a perfon, .well ftricken in 
years, tall, and raw-boned, with a hook-noafe, and 
an arch leer, that indicated, at leaft, as much cun+ 
ning .as fagacity. .Our conductor faluted him, by 
the name of captain C——, : and afterwards. in+ 


. . formed us he-was. a man of fhrewd. parts, whom 


the government ‘occafionally employed in fecret 
fervices—But I have had the hiftory of him more 
at large, from another quarter —-——He had been, 
many years ago, concerned in fraudulent practices; 
as a merchant, in France ; and being convicted of 
fome of them, was fent to the pallies, from whence 
he was delivered by the intereft of the late duke 
of. Ormond, to whom he had recommended him- 
felf in letter, as his name-fake and relation—He 
was in the fequel, employed by our miniftry as a 
{py ; and in the war-of 1740, traverfed all Spain, 
as well as France,’ in:the difguife of a capuchin, | 
at the extreme. hazard ;of his life, in. as much as 
the court of Madrid had aCtually got {cent of him, 
and given orders to apprehend him at St.,Sebaft» 
4 ae an’s, 
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an’s, from whence he had fortunately retired but a 
few hours before the order arrived. “I bisi and 


other hair-breadth ’fcapes he pleaded: fo effeCtu-« 


ally as a merit with the Englith miniftry, that they 


allowed him a comfortable penfion, which he now 


enjoys in his old age — He has ftill actéfs to all 


‘the minifters, and is faid to be confulted by them 


on many fubjeéts, as a man-of uncommon un- 
derftanding and great experience—He is, in fact, 
a fellow of fome parts, and: invincible affurance ; 
and, inhis difcourfe, he affumes fuch an air of 
felf-fufficiency, as may: very well impofe upon 
fome of the: fhallow politicians, who ‘now labour 
at the helm’ of. adminiftration. - But, if the is not 
belied, this.is not the only impofture of which he 
is.. puilty—-T hey fay, he ‘is at bottom not only a 
Roman-catholic, . but really ‘a prieft; and while 
he pretends to difclofe to our ftate-pilots all the 
fprings that move'the cabinet of Verfailles, he is 
actually ‘picking up intelligence for the fervice of 
the French minifter-——-Be that as it may, captain 
Centered into 'converfation .with'us in. the 
moft familiar‘manner, -and treated the duke’s cha 
sacter: without’ any ceremony— This wife-acré 


‘‘ (faid-he) is ftill a-bed; andI think, the beft 


**. thing he can do, is to fleep. on till Chriftmas ; for, 
‘“when-he gets up, he does nothing but. expofe 
“* bis own. folly.—dince Granville was turned out, 
$¢ there has been no minifter. in this nation‘ worth 


‘the meal. that whitened his periwig—They are 


$* fo ignorant, they fcarce know a crab from a 
‘S cauliflower: and then they. are fuch.dunces, that 
$ there’s no making them comprehend the plaineft 
§ propofition—In the. beginning af the-war, this 
$* poor ‘half-witted creature told mie, in a great 


£* fright, that thirty thoufand French had marched ° 


$* from Acadie to Cape Breton’ W hete did they 
“¢ find tranfports? (faid I) $* Tranfports! (cried 
** he) Itell you, they marched by land” By 
Loe “ land 
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“© land to the ifland of Cape Breton? ‘* What! 
‘* is Cape Breton an ifland?” Certainly. ‘* Ha} 
* are you fure of that?” When I pointed it out 
<* in the map, he examined it earneftly with his 
€* {pectacles ; then, taking me in his arms, “* My 
© dear C—! (cried he) you always bring us good 
** news—Egad! I’ll go directly, and tell the king 
¢¢ that Cape Breton is an ifland—” : 
- He feemed difpofed to entertain us with more 
anecdotes of this nature, at the expence of;his 
grace, when he-was interrupted by the arrival of 
the Algerine ambaflador; a venerable Turk, with 
a long white beard, attended by his dragoman,. or 
interpreter, and another officer of his houfehald 
‘who had got no ftockings to his legs—Captain C— 
immediately fpoke with an air of authority to a fers 
vant in waiting, bidding him go and tell the duke to 
rife, as there was a great deal of company come, 
and, among otliers, the ambaflador from Algiers 
~~—Then,. turning to us, ‘* This poor Turk, (faid 
*° he) notwithftanding his grey beard, is a green- 
“© horn—He has been feveral years refident in Lon 
“< don, and ftiJl is ignorant of our political revo- 
«© lutions. This vifit is intended for the prime 
_  minifter of England; but you'll fee how this 
** wife duke will receive it as a mark of attachment 
“* to his:;own perfon—” Certain it is, the duke 
feemed eager to acknowledge the compliment—A 
- door opening, he fuddenly bolted out, with a fhav~ 
ing cloth under his chin, his fate frothed..up to 
the eyes with foap lather; and, running up to the 
ambaffador, grinned hideous in his face—‘* My 
s* dear Mahomet! (faid he) God love your long 
“¢ beard, I hope the dey will make you a horfe- 
‘© tail at the next promotion, ha, ha, ha!—Have 
<* but a moment’s patience, and Pl fend to you 
« in atwinkling—” So faying he retreated. into 
his den, leaving the Turk in fome confufion. 


_After a fhort paufe, however, he faid pes 
| iis 
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his interpreter, the meaning of which | had great 
curiofity to know, as he turned: up his eyes while 
he fpoke, expreffing aftonifhment, mixed with de- 
votion— We were gratified by means of the com- 
municative captain C——, who converfed with the 
dragoman, asan old acquaintance. Ibrahim, the am- 
baflador, who. had miftaken his grace for the mi- 
nifter’s fool, was no fooner undeceived by the in- 
terpreter, than he exclaimed to this effeQ—* Holy 
*¢ prophet! I don’t wonder that this nation prof 
© pers, feeing it is governed by the e¢ounfel of 
S¢ ideots; a feries of men, whom all good muflyl- 
“< men revere as the organs of immediate infpirae 
*° tion!’ brahim was favoured with a particalar 
audience of fhort duration. after which the duke 
conduted him to the door, and then returned to 
diffute his gracious looks. among the crowd of his 
worfhippers. , : 2 ee 

As Mr. Barton advanced to prefent me to his 
grace, it was my fortune to attract his notice, be- 
ore I was announced—He forthwith met me more 
than half wag, and, feizing me by the hand,. ** My 
“ dear fir Vrancis! (cried he) this is fo kind—F 
** vow to Gad! Fam fo obliged—Such attention 
** to a poor broken minifter—Well—Pray when 
«¢ does your excellency fet fail ?—For God’s fake 
‘¢ have a care of your health, and eat ftewed 
“¢ prunes in the paflaze—Next to your own pre= 
© cious health, pray, my dear excellency, take 
‘¢ care of the Five Nations—QOur good friends the 
« Five Nations-—---The Toryrories, the Maccol- 
‘© macks, the Out-o’the-ways, the Crickets, and 
“¢ the Kickfhaws----Let ’em have plenty of blare 
<< kets, and ftinkubus, and wampum ;. and your 
* excellency won't fail to {cour the kettle, and 
s¢ boil the chain, and bury the tree, and plant 
“© the hatchet—Ha, ha, ha!’” When he had ut 
tered this rhapfody, with his ufual precipitation, 
Mr, Barton gave him to underftand, that I was 


neither 
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neither Sir Francis, nor St. Francis, but fimply 
Mr. Melford, nephew to Mr. Bramble ; who, ftep- 
ping forward, made his bow at the fame time. 
— © Odfo! no more it is Sir Francis—(faid this wife 
‘* ftatefman) Mr. Melford, I’m glad to fee you~ 
‘* T fent you an iy sate to fortify your dock.--Mr. 
‘* Bramble--your fervant, Mr. Bramble—How d’ye, 
“© good Mr. Bramble? Your nephew is a pretty 
*€ young fellow—Faith and troth, a very pretty fel- 
**- low !--His father is my old friend—How does he 
§° hold it? Still troubled with that damned diforder, 
“¢ ha?” No, my lord, (replied my uncle) all his 
‘© troubles are over- He has been dead thefe fifteen 
«© years.” ‘* Dead! how--Yes, faith! now I remem 
‘¢ ber: he is dead, fure enough—Well, and how— 
¢° does the young gentleman ftand for Haverford 
<< Weft? or--a—what d’ye-My dear Mr. Milford« 
<* haven, I'll do you all the fervice in my power—I 
‘© hope I have fome credit Jeft—” . My uncle then 
gave hiqr to underftand, that 1 was ftill-a minor ; 
and that we had no intention to trouble him at pre- 
fent for any favour whatfoever-~** I came hither with 
“ ‘my nephew (added he) to pay our refpects to 
“* your grace ; and I may venture to fay, that his 
views and mine are at leaft as difinterefted as 
thofe of any ‘individual in this afflembly.” ‘* My 
“¢ dear -Mr. Brambleberry! you do me infinite 
‘« honour—I fhall always rejoice to fee you and 
¢€ your hopeful nephew, Mr. Milfordhaven—Mi 
‘© credit, fuch as it is) you may,command—lI with 
*¢ we had more friends of your kidney—” 
Then, turning to captainC—, ‘ Ha, C—! 
«© (faid he) what news, C-——? How does the 
“© world wag? ha!’ ** The world wags much 
“* after the old fafhion, my Jord (anfwered the 
<¢ captain): the politicians of London and Weft- 
<< minifter have begun again to wag their tongues 
‘¢ againft your grace; and your fhort-lived popu- 
“* Jarity wags like a feather, which the next puff of 
! “° ante 
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‘* antiminifterial calumny will blow away—!” “A 
** pack of rafcals (cried. the duke)—Tories, Jaco- 
‘© bites, rebels ; one half of them would wag their 
‘S* heels at Tyburn, if they had their deferts—’’ 
So faying, he wheeled about ; and, going round 
the levee; fpoke to every individual,, with the moft 
courteous familiarity ; but he {carce_ever opened 
his mouth without making-fome blunder, ‘in rela 
tion to the perfon or bulinefs of the party with 
whom he converfed ; fo that he really looked like 
a comedian, hired to burlefque the character of a 
minifter—At length, a perfon of; a very prepoffef- 
fing appearance coming in,. his grace ran up, andy 
bugging him inhis arms,.with the appellation of 
$6 My dear Ch—~—s!”. Jed him forthwith into the 
koner apartment, or, Sanctum Sanctorum of this 
political temple. ‘* That (faid captain C——) is 
* my friend C— T——, almoft the only.man of 
“* parts who ha8 any concer in the prefent ad- 
‘* miniftration—Indeed, he would have no concern 
** at all.in the matter, if. the miniftry did not find 
** it abfolutely neceflary to make we of his taleata 
‘S upon fome particular occafions—As for the com~ 
mon bufinefs of the nation, it is carried on in 2 
** conftant routine by the clerks of the different 
offices, otherwife the .wheels of government 
** would be wholly ftopt amidf& the:abrupt fuccef~ 
“ fion of minifters, every one mord.ignorant than’ 


nw 


** his predeceflor—I am thinking -what a fine hovel 


‘¢ we fhould be in, if all the clerks of the treafury, 
*¢ of the fecretaries, the war-office, and the adimi~ 
*¢ ralty, fhould take it in their heads to throw up 
their places in imitation of the great penfioner. 
~—~But, to return to C— T——-,; he certainly 
“ knows more than all the miniftry and all the op~ 
‘© pofition, .if their heads were laid together, and 
‘© talks like an angel on a vaft variety of fubjectas 
«© —He would really be a great man, if he bad: 
“© any confiitency or ftability of chara@ter—Then 

6¢ it 
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‘ it muft be owned, he wants courage, otherwife 
‘* he would never allow himfelf to be cowed by | 
‘* the great political bully, for whofe underftand-— 

* ing he has juftly 4 very great contempt. I 
“* have feen him as much: afraid of that overbear- 
«* ing He€tor, as evér fchool-boy was of his pe- 
“© dagopue ; and yet this: Hector, I fhrewdly fuf- 
‘© pect, is no more .han a craven at bottom—Be- 
“© fides this defect, C——— has another, which he 
$© is at too little pains to hide—There’s no faith 
‘© to be given to his affertions; and no truft to be 
“ put in his promifes—However, to give the devil 
© his ‘due, he’s very good-natured ; and even 
‘© friendly, when clofe urged in the way of folici- 
‘© tation—As for principle, that’s out of the quef- 
6¢ tion—In a word, he is 2 wit and an orator, ex- 
“¢ tremely entertaining, and he fhines very’ often 
** at the expence even of thofe minifters'to whom — 
“‘ he is'a retainer—This is a mark of great im- 
“¢ prudénce, by which he has made them ail his 
«© enemies, whatever face they may put upon the 
&< matter; and fooner or later he’ll have caufe to 
“< with he had been ableto keep his own counfel 
sc —I have feveral times cautioned him on this 
“* fubject ;' but ’tis all predching to the defart—His 
‘© vanity'runs away with his difcretion—” Tf could 
not help thinking the captain himfelf might have 
been'the better for fome' hints of the fame’ nature. 
His pariegyric, excluding principle and veracity, 
puts me in mind of a-conteft I once over-heard, in 
the way of altercation, betwixt two apple-women 
in Spring-gardén+-Onie’of thofe viragos having hint+ 
ed fomething to the’prejudice of the other’s moral 
charadler, her anfagomift, féetting her hands in her 
fides,. replied—** “Speak owt, hufly—I fcorn your 
‘© malice—I own I’m both a whore anda thief; _ 
“<~ and what more have you: to fay ?——Damnyou, 
‘6 what more have you to-fay? bating that, 


%& which all the world knows, I challenge ee 
a6 ay 
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“< fay black is the white of my eye—” Wedid 
not wait for Mr. T——’s coming forth; but after 
captain C_—— had charaterifed all the originals in 
waiting, we adjourned to a coffee-houfe, where we 
had buttered muffins and. tea to breakfaft, the. faid 
captain ftill favouring us with his company—Nay; 
‘my uncle was fo diverted with his anecdotes, that 
he afked him to dinner, and treated him with a fine 
turbot, to which he did ample juftice—That fame 
evening I fpent at the tavern with fome friends, 
one of whom let.me into C—’s character, which 
Mr. Bramble no fooner underftood, than he ex- 
prefled fome concern for the. connection, he ,had 
made, and refolved to difengage himfelf from it 
without ceremony. — 
We aré become members of the Society for the 
Encouragement of the Arts, and have affifted at 
fome of their deliberations, which were conducted 
with equal fpirit and fagacity--My uncle is. ex 
tremely fond of the inftitution, .which wil cers 
tainly be productive of great advantages to the 
public, if, from its democratical form, it does not 
degenerate into cabal and corruption—You are. al- 
ready acquainted with his averfion to the influence 
of the multitude, which,..be affirms, .is. incompa- 
tible with excellence, and fubvesfive of order— 
Indeed his deteftation of the mob has been height- 
ened by fear, ever fince he fainted in the room at 
Bath; and this apprehenfion has prevented him 
from going to the Little Theatre in the Hay-mar- 
_ ket, and other places of entertainment, to which, 
however, | have had the honourta.attend the ladies. 
It grates old Square-Toes tg. refleét, that it is 
not in his power to.enjoy even the. moft elegant di- 
verfions of the. capital, without . the participation 
of the vulgar ; for they now thruft themfelves into 
all aflemblies, from -a‘ridotto at St. James’s, toa 
hop at Rotherhithe, | 
an | ay * 7 oe os have 
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T have lately feen our old acquaintance Dick Ivy, 
who we imagined had died of dram-drinking ; 
but he is lately emerged from the Fleet, by means 
of a pamphlet which he wrote and _publifhed 
againft the government with fome fuccefs. Whe 
fale of this performance enabled him to appear in 
clean linen, and he is now going about foliciting 
fubfcriptions for his Poems; but his breeches are 
Not yet in the moft decent order, : 

Dick certainly deferves fome countenance for his 
intrepidity and perfeverance—lIt is not in the power 


of difappointment, nor even of damnation, to drive . 


him to defpair— After fome unfuccefsful effays in 
the way of poetry, he commenced brandy-mer- 
chant, and I believe his whole ftock ran out through 
his own bowels; then he conforted with a milk- 
woman, who kept a cellar in Petty France: but he 
could not make his quarters good ; he was diflodg- 
ed and driven up ftairs into the kennel by a corpo- 
ralin the fecond regiment of foot-guards—He was 
afterwards the laureat of Blackfriers, from whence 
there was.a natural tranfition to the Fleet-—As he 
had formerly mifcarried in panegyric, he now turn- 
ed his thoughts to fatire, and really feems to have 


fome talent for abufe. If he can hold out till the . 


meeting of the parliament, and be prepared for 
another charge, in al! probability Dick will mount 


_ the pillory, or obtain a penfion, in either of which 
events his fortune will be made—Mean while he 


has acquired fome degree of confideration with the 
refpe€table writers of the age; and asI have fub- 
fcribed for his works, he did me the favour t’other 
night to introduce me to a fociety of thofe geni- 
ufes; but I found them exceeding . formal and re- 
ferved—They feemed afraid and jealous of one 
another, and fat in a ftate of mutual repulfion, like 
fo many particles of vapour, each furrounded by 
its own electrified atmofphere. . Dick, who has 
more vivacity than judgment, tried more tha: 

once 
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once to enliven the converfation; fometimes making 
an effor: at wit, fometimes jets off a pun, and 
fometimes difcharging a conundrum; nay, a€ 
length he ftarted a difpute upon the hackneyed 
comparifon betwixt blank verfe and rhyme, and 
the profeffors opened with great clamour ; but, in- 
Read of keeping to the fubject, they launched out 
into tedious diflertations on the poetry of the an- 
cients; and one of them, who had been a {chool« 
matter, difplayed his whole knowledge of profody, 
gleaned from Difputer and Ruddiman. © At laft, I 
ventured to fay, I did not fee how the fubject in 
queftion could be at all elucidated by the practice 
of the ancients, who certainly had neither blank 
verfe nor rhyme in their poems, which were meafur- 
ed by feet, whereas ours are reckoned by the num- 
ber of fyllables—'This remark feemed to give um- 
brage to the. pedant, who forthwith involved him- 
felf in a cloud of Greek and Latin’ quotations, 
which nobody attempted to-difpel—A confufed hum 
of infipid obfervations and comments enfued ; and, 
upon the whole, I never pafled a duller evening in 
my life—Yet, without all doubt, fome of them 
were men of learning, wit, and ingenuity. Asthey 
‘are afraid of making free with one another, they 
fhould bring each his butt, or whet-ftone, along 
with him, for the entertainment of the company. 
—My uncle fays, he never'defires to meet with 
“More than one wit at atime—One wit, like a 
-nuckkle of ham in foup, gives a zeft and flavour to 
the difh; but more than one ferves only to fpoil the 
pottage —And now I’m afraid I have given you an 
inconfcionable mefs, without‘ any flavour at all ;_ 
for which, I fuppofe, you will beftow your bene- 

di@ions upon. =~ 
| your friend 

" | | and fervant, 

London, June's. = ssdYW. MEwrFor. 
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To Dr. LEWIS, 
DEAR LEWIS, 


YOUR fable of the monkey and the pig, is what 
the Italians call ben trovata: but I fhall not repeat 
it to my apothecary, who is a proud Scotchman, 
very thin fkinned, and, for aught I know, may 
have his degree in his pocket—A right Scotchman 
has always two ftrings to his bow, and is in u¢rumque 
paratus—Certain it is, I have not ’fcaped a fcour- 
ing; but, [ believe, by means of that fcouring, I 
have ’fcaped fomething worfe, perhaps a tedious 
fit of the gout or rheumatifm; for my appetie 
began to flagg, and I had certain croakings in the 


bowels, which boded me no good—Nay, I am 


not yet quite free of thefe remembrances, which 
warn me to be gone from this centre of infedti- 
on 


What temptation can a man of my turn and 
temperament. have, to live ina place where every 
corner tcems with frefh objects of deteftation and 
difguit? What kind of tafteand organs muft thofe 
people have, who really prefer the adulterate en- 
joyments of the town to the genuine pleafures of 
a country retreat? Moft people, I know, are ori- 
ginally feduced by vanity, ambition, and childith 
curiofity; which cannot be gratified, but in the 
bu/fy haunts of men: but, in the courfe of this 
gratification, their very organs of fenfe are per-— 
verted, and they become habitually loft to every 
trelith of what is genuine and exg¢ellent in its own. 
nature, - 

Shall I ftate the difference between my town. 
grievances, and my country comforts? At Bram- 
bleton-hail, I have elbow-room within. doors, and 
breathe a clear, elastic, falutary air I enjoy 

Vou. I. H refrefhing 
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refrefhing fleep, which is never difturbed by hor- 
rid noife, nor interrupted, -but ina morning, by 
the fweet twitter of the martlet at my window—TI 
drink the virgin lymph, pure and-cryftalline as it 
gufhes from the rock, or the fparkling beverage, 
home-brewed from malt -of my own making; or 
T indulge with cider, which my -own orchard 
affords; or with claret of the beft growth, import- 
ed for my own ufe, by a cerrefpondent on whofe 
integrity I can depend; my bread is fweet and 
nourifhing, made from my own wheat, ground in 
my own mill, and baked in my own oven; ‘my 
table is, in a great meafure, -furnifhed from ‘my 
own ground; my five-year old mutton, fed on the 
fragrant herbage of the mountains, that might vie 
with venifon in juice and flavour; my delicious 
veal, fattened with nothing but the mother’s milk, 
that fills the difh with gravy ; my poultry from 
the barn-door, that never knew confinement, but 
when they were atrooft; my rabbits panting from 
the warren; my game frefh from the moors ; my 
trout and falmon ftruggling from the ftream; 
oyfters from their native banks; and ‘herrings, 
with other fea-fith, I can eat in four hours after 
they are taken—My fallads, roots, and pot-herbs, 
my own garden yields in plenty and perfe@ion ; 
the produce of the natural foil, prepared by mo- 
derate cultivation. The fame foil affords all the 
different fruits which England may call her own, 
fothat my defert is every day frefh-gathered from 
the tree; my dairy flows with nedtarious tides of 
milk and cream, from whence we derive abun- 
dance of excellent butter, curds, and cheefe; and 


the refufe fattens my pigs, that are deftined for 


hams and bacon—I go to bed betimes, and rife 
with the fun—I make fhift to pafs the hours with- 
out wearinefs or regret, and am not de(ftitute of 
amufements withir doors, when the weather will 

not 
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not permit me to go abroad—lI read, and chat, 
and play at billiards, cards, or back-gammon— 
Without doors, I fuperintend my farm, and exe- 
cute plans of improvement, the effets of which 
I enjoy with unfpeakable delight—Nor do I take 
lefs pleafure in feeing my tenants thrive under my 
aufpices, and the poor live comfortably by the 
employment which I provide—You know I have 
one or two fenfible friends, to whom I can open 
all my heart; a bleffing which, perhaps, I might 
have foughtin vain among the crowded {cenes of 
life: there are a few others of more humble parts, 
whom I efteem for their integrity; and their con- 
verfation I find inoffenfive, though not very enter- 
taining. Finally, I live in the midft of honeft 
men, and trufty dependants, who, I flatter my- 
Yelf, have adifinterefted attachment to my perfon 
—You, yourfelf, my dear Do&or, can vouch for 
the truth of thefe affertions, 

Now, mark the contraft at London—I am pent 
ap in frowzy lodgings, where there is not room 
enowgh to {wing a cat; and I breathe the fteams 
of endlefs putretaction; and thefe would, un- 
doubtedly, produce a peftilence, if they were not 
qualified by the grofs acid of fea-coal, which ts it- 
felf a pernicious nuifance to lungs of any delicacy 
of texture: but even this boafted corrector cannot 
prevent thofe languid, fallow looks, that diftin- 
guith the inhabitants of London from thofe ruddy 
fwains that lead a countfy-life I go to hed after 
mid-night, jaded and rettleis from the diffipations 
of the day—TI ftart every hour from my flecp, at 
the horrid nei'e of the watchmen ‘bawling the 
‘hour through every ftreet,. and thundering at every 
door; a fet of uiclets fellows, who ferve no other . 
purpofe but that of difturbing the repofe of the 
inhabitants; and by five o’clock I ftart aut of bed, 
in confequence ‘of the ftll more dreadiul alarm 
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made by the country carts, and noify ruftics bel- 
lowing green peafe under my window. If I wonld 
drink water, I muft quaff the maukith contents of 
an open aquedu@t, expofed to all manner of de- 
filement; or {wallow that which comes from the 
river Thames, impregnated with all the filth of 
London and Weittminfter-—Human excrement is 
the leaft offenfive part of the concrete, which is 
compofed. of all the drugs, minerals, and poifons, 
ufed in mechanics and manufa@ture, enriched with 
the putrefying carcafes of beafts and men; and 
- mixed with the fcourings of all the wafh-tubs, 
kennels, and common feéwers, within the bills of 
mortality, , 

‘This is the agreeable potation, extolled by the 
Londoners, as the fineft water in the univerfe— 
As to the intoxicating potion, fold for wine, it is 
a vile, unpalatable, and pernicious fophiftication, 
balderdafhed with cider, corn-fpirit, and the juice 
of floes. In an: a@ion at law, laid againft 
a carman for having ftaved a cafk of port, it ap- 
peared from the evidence of the cooper, that 
there were not above five gallons of real wine in 
the whole pipe, which held above a hundred, and 
even that had been brewed and adulterated by the 
merchant at Oporto, The bread I eat in London, 
is a deleterious pafte, mixed up with chalk, alum, 
and bone-afhes; ,infipid to the tafte, and deftruc- 
tive to the conftitution. The good people are not 
ignorant of this adulteration; but they prefer it 
to wholefome bread, becaufe it is whiter than the 
meal of corn: thus they facrifice their tafte and 
their health, and tne lives of their tender infants, 
toa moft abfurd gratification ofa mif-judging eye ; 
and the miller, or the baker, is obliged to poifon 
them and their families, in order to live by his 
profeffion, ‘The fame monftrous depravity appears 
in their veal, which is bleached by repeated bleed- 
7 ings, 
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ings, and other viliznous arts, till there is not a 
drop of juice left in the body, and the poor 
animal is paralytic before it dies; fo void of all 
tafte, nourifhment, and favour, that a man might 
dine as comfortably on a white fricafee of kid-fkin 
gloves, or chip hats from Leghorn. 

As they have difcharged the natural colour from 
their bread, their butchers-meat, and poultry, their 
cutlets, ragouts, fricaffees, and fauces of all kinds 5 
fo they infift upon having the complexion of their 
pot-herbs mended, even at the hazard of their 
lives. Perhaps, you will hardly believe they can 
be fo mad as to boil their greens with brafs half- 
pence, in order to improve their colour; and yet 
nothing is more true—Indeed, without this im- 
provement in the colour, they have no perfonal 
merit, They are produced in an artificial foil, 
and tafte of nothing but the dunghills, from 
whence they fpring. My cabbage, cauliflower, and 
*fparagus in the country, are as much fuperior in 
flavour to thofe that are fold in Covent-garden, as 
my heath-mutton is to that of St. James’s-market 5 
which, in fa&, is neither lamb nor mutton, but 
fomething betwixt the two, gorged in the rank 
fens of Lincoln and Effex, pale, coarfe, and frow- 
zy—As for the pork, it is an abominable carnivo- 
rous animal, fed with horfeflefh and diftillers 
grains; and. the poultry is all rotten, in confe- 
quence of a fever, occafioned by the’ infamous 
practice of fewing up the gut, that they may be 
the fooner fattened in coops, in confequence of 
this cruel retention. 

Of the fifh, I need fay nothing in this hot wea- 
ther, but that it comes fixty, feventy, fourfcore, 
and a hundred miles by land-carriage ; a circum- 
{tance fufficient, without ‘any comment, to turn a 
Dutchman’s ftomach, even if his nofe was not 
faluted in every alley with the fweet flavour of 
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feafon for oyfters; .neverthelefs, it may not be 
amifs to mention, that the right Colchefter are 
kept in flime-pits, occafionally overflowed by the 
fea; and that the green colour, fo much admired 
by the voluptuaries ‘of this metropolis, is occa- 
fioned by the vitriolic fcum, which rifes on the 
furface of the ftagnant and ftinking water—Our 
rabbits are bred and fed in the poulterer’s cellar, 
where they. -have neither air nor exercife, confe- 
quently they muft be firm in ftefh, and delicious 
in flavour; and there is no game to be had for 
love or money. | 

It muft be owned, that Covent-Garden affords 
forme good fruit; which, however, is always en- 
grofled by a few individuals of over-grown for- 
tune, at an exorbitant price; fo that little elfe 
than the refufe of the market falls to the fhare 
of the community; and that is diftributed by 
fuch filthy hands, as I cannot look at without 
loathing. It was but yefterday that I faw a dirty 
barrow-bunter in the ftreet, cleaning her dufty 
fruit with her own fpittle; and, who knows but 
fome fine lady of St. James’s parifh might admut 
into her delicate mouth thofe very cherries, which 
had been rolled and moiftened between the filthy, 
and, perhaps, ulcerated chops of a St. Giles’s 
huckfter—I need not dwell upon the. pallid, con- 
taminated mafh, which they call ftrawberries 3 
foiled and toffed by greafy paws through twenty 
bafkets crufled with dirt; and then prefented 
with the worft milk, thickened with the worft 


flour, into a bad likenefs of cream: but the milk. 


itfelf fhould not pafs unanalyled, the produce of 
faded cabbage-leaves and four drat, lowered with 
hot water, frothed with bruifed {natls, carri- 
ed through the ftrects in open patls, expofed to 
foul rinfings, difcharged from dours and windows, 

me {pitile, 
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fpittle, {not, and tobacco-quids from foot-paffen- 
gers, over-flowjngs from. mud-carts, {patterings 
from coach- wheels, dirt and trath chucked inte . 
it by roguifh boys for the joke’s-fake, the fpew- 
ings of infants, who have flabbered in the tin- 
meature, which: is thrown back in that condition 
among the milk, for the benefit of the next 
euftomer; and, ‘finally, the vermin. that drops 
from the rags of the nafty drab that vends this 
precious mixture, under the refpectable denomi- 
nation of milk-mnaid: 

I fhall conclude this eatalogue of London dain- 
ties, with that. table-beer, guiltlefs of hops and 
malt, vapid and naufeous; much fitter to facili- 
tate the operation of a vomit, than to quench 
thirft and promote digeftion; the tallowy rancid 
mafs,. called butter, manufactured with candle- 
‘greafe and kitchen-ftuff ; and their frefh eggs, im- - 
ported. from France and Scotland.—Now, all thcfe 
enormities might be remedied with a very little 
attention‘to the article of poltce,.or civil regula- 
tion;. but the wife patriots of London-have taken 
Ht into:their heads,. that all regulation is inconfitt- 
ent with: liberty; and that every man ought to 
live in his own way, without reftraint—Nay, as 
there ts: not fenfe enough left among them,.to be 
difcompofed by the nuifances I have mentioned, 
they may, for aught I care,. wallow in the mire 
ef their own pollution. 

A companionable man will, undoubtedly, put 
up with many tneonveniences for the fake of en-- 
yoying agreeable fociety. A facetious friend ef mine 
ufed to fay, the wine could not be bad, where 
the company was agreeable; a maxim which, 
however, ought to be taken cum grane falis: but 
what is the fociety of London, that 1 thould be 
tempted, for its fake, to mortify my fenfes, and 
compound with fuch uncleannefs.as my foul ab- 
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hors? All the people I fee, are too much en- 
groffed by fchemes of intereft or ambition, to 
have any room left for fentiment or friendfhip— 
Even in fome of my old acquaintance, thofe 
{chemes and purfuits have obliterated all traces of 
our former connexion—Converfation is reduced to 
party-difputes, and illiberal altercation Social 
commerce, to formal vifits and card-playing—If 
you pick up a diverting original by accident, it 
may be dangerous to amufe yourfelf with his 
oddities—He is generally a tartar at bottom; a 
fharper, a fpy, or a‘ lunatic. Every perfon you 
deal with endeavours to over-reach you in the way 
of bufinefs; you are preyed upon by idle mendi- 
cants, who beg in the phrafe of borrowing, and 
live upon the fpoils of the ftranger—Your tradef- 
men are without confctence, your friends without 
affe€tion, and your dependants without fidelity.x— 
My letter would fwell into a treatife, were I to 
particularize every caufe of offence that fills up 
the meafure of my averfion-to this, and every 
other crowded city—Thank Heaven! I am not fo 
far fucked into the vortex, but that I can difen- 
gage myfelf without any great effort of philofophy 
—From this wild uproar of knavery, folly, and 
impertinence, I fhall fly with double rel:fh to the 
ferenity of retirement, the cordial effufions of 
unreferyed friendfhip, the hofpitality and protect- 
on of the rural gods; in a word, the jucunda oblt- 
via vite, which Horace himfelf had not tafte 
enough toenjoy— | — 7 
Ihave agreed for a good travelling-coach and 
four, at a guinea a day, for three months certain 3 
and next week we intend to begin our journey to 
the North, hoping ftill to be with you by the 
latter end of Odtober—lI fhall continue to write 
from every ftage where we make any confiderable 
halt, as often as any thing occurs, which I think 
, can 
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can afford you the leaft amufement. In the mean 
time, I muft beg you will fuperintend the econo- 
my of Barns, with refpect to my hay and corn 
harvefts ; affured that my ground produces nothing 
but what you may freely. call your own—Qn any 
other terms I fhould be afhamed to fubferibe my- 
felf 
your unvariable friend, 

Loadon, June 8. Matt. BRAMBLE. 


To Sir Warkin Puitutrps, Bart. of Jefus col 
lege, Oxon. 


DEAR PHILLIPS, 


IN my laft, I mentioned my having fpent an 
evening with a fociety of authors, who feemed te 
be jealous and afraid of one another. My uncle 
was not.at all furprifed to hear me fay I was difs 
appointed in thetr converfation. ‘ A man may 
‘¢ be very entertaining and inftruGive upon paper, 
(faid he) and exceedingly dull in common dif- 
** courfe. Ihave obferved, that thofe who fhine 
$* moft in private company, are but fecondary ftars 
“* in the conftellation of genius—A {mall ftock of 
‘* ideas is more eafily managed, and fooner dif- 
** played, than a great quantity crowded together. 


a 
wn 


_ There is very feldom any thing extraordinary 


** in the appearance and addrefs of a good writers 
«© whereas a dull author generally diftinguithes 
«© himfelf by fome oddity or extravagance. For 
«© this reafon, I fancy, that an affembly of Grubs 

** muft be very diverting.” | 
My curiofity being excited by this hint, 1 con- | 
Multed my friend Dick Ivy, who undertook to gra- 
tify it the very next day, -which was Sunday laft.— 
H 5 He 
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He carried me to dine with S » whom you and 
I have long known by his writings.—He lives in 
the fkirts of the town, and every Sunday his houfe 
is open to all unfortunate brothers of the quill, 
whom he treats with beef, pudding, and potatoes, 
port, punch, and Calvert’s entire butt beer. 
He has fixed upon the firft day of the week for 
the exercife of hie hofpitality, becaufe fome of his 
guefts could not enjoy it on any other, for reafons 
that [ need not explain. I was civilly received in a 
plain, yet decent habitation, which opened back- 
wards into a very pleafant garden, kept in excel- 
lent order; and, indeed, I faw none of the out- . 
ward figns of authorfhip, either in the houfe or 
the landlord, who is one of thofe few writers of 
the age that ftand upon their own foundation, 
without patronage, and above dependence. If 
there was nothing charaCteriftic in the entertainer, 
the company made ample amends for his want of 
fingularity. 

At two in the afternoon, I found myfelf one of 
ten mefs-mates feated at table; and, I queftion, 
if the whole kingdom could produce fuch another | 
affemblage of eriginals. . Among their peculiari- 
ties, I do not mention thofe of drefs, which may 
be purely accidental. What ftruck me were od 
dities originally produced by affe@tation, and after- 
wards confirmed by habit.. One of them: wore 
fpe€tacles at dinner, and another, his hat flapped ; 
though (as Ivy. told me) the firft was noted for 
having a feaman’s eye, when a bailiff was in the 
wind; and the other was never known to labour 
under. any weaknefs or defe& of vifion, except 
about five years ago, when he was complimented 
with a couple of black eyes by a player, with 
whom he -had: quarielled in his drink. A third 
wore a laced ftocking, and made ufe of crutches, 
because, once in his life, he had been Jaid up with 

7 | a broken 
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a broken leg, though no man could leap over a 
ftick with more agility. A fourth had contracted 
fuch an antipathy to the country, that he infifted: 
upon fitting with his back towards the window 
that looked into the garden, and when a difh of 
cauliflower was fet upon the table, he fnuffed up 
volatile falts to keep him from fainting; yet this 
delicate perfon was the fon of a cottager, born 
under a hedge, and had many years run wild among’ 
affeson acommon. A fifth affeted diftraQtion— 
When fpoke to, he always anfwered from the 
_ purpofe—fometimes he fuddenly ftarted up, and 
rapped out a dreadful oath—fometimes he burft™ 
out a-langhing—then he folded his arms,. and 
frghed—and then he hiffed like fifty ferpents. | 
At firft, I really thought he was mad, and, as 
he fat near me, began to be under fome apprehen- 
fions for my own fafety, when our landlord, per- 
ceiving me alarmed, affured me aloud that I had 
nothing to fear. “ The gentleman (faid he) is 
** trying to a& a part, for which he is by no 
‘© means qualified—if he had all the inclination’ 
«* in the world, it is not in his power to be mad. 
«“ His {pirits are too flat to be kindled into frenzy.” 
‘¢ »Tis no bad p-p-puff, how-ow-ever (obferved a 
** perfon in a tarnifhed laced coat) :' aff-ffected 
« m-madnefs w-will p-pafs for w-wit w-with nine- 
** ninet-teen out of t-twenty.”—** And affected 
“ fluttering for’ humour: replied our landlord, 
«* tho’, God knows, there is no affinity betwixt 
‘* them.” It feems, this wag, after having made 
fome abortive attempts in plain fpeaking, had re- 
courfe to this defe&t, by means of which he fre- 
quently extorted the laugh of the company, with- 
out the leaft expence of genius; and’ that imper- 
fetion, which he had at firft counterfeited, was 
now become fo habitual, that he could not lay it 
afide. = — 
: A. certain 
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A certain winking genius, who wore yellow 
gloves at dinner, had, on his firft introdu@ion, 
taken fuch offence at S , becaufe he looked 
and talked, and ate and drank like any other man, 
that he fpoke contemptuoufly of his underftanding 
ever aiter, and never would repeat his vifit, until 
he had exhibited the following proof of his caprice. 
Wat Wyvil, the poet, having made fome unfuc- 
cefsful advances towards an intimacy with S—,. 
at laft gave him to underftand, by a third perfon, 
that he had written a poem in his praife, anda 
fatire again{t his perfon; that if he would admit 
him to his houfe, the firft fhould be immediately 
fent to prefs; but that if he perfifted in declining 
his friendfhip, he would publith the fatire without 
delay. S replied, that he looked upon Wy- 
vil’s panegyrick, as in effe&, a fpecies of infamy, 
and would refent it accordingly with a good cud= 
gel; but if he publifhed the fatire, he might 
deferve his compaffion, and had nothing to fear 
from his revenge. Wyvil having confidered the 
alternative, refulved to mortify S-— by printing 
the panegyrick, for which he received a found drub- 
bing. Then he {wore the peaceagainft the aggreffor, 
who, in order to avoid a profecution at law, ad- 
mitted him to his good graces. Jt was the fingue 
Jarity in S ’s conduct on this oce:fion, that 
reconciled him to the yellow-gloved philofopher, 
who owned he had fome genius, and from that 
period cultivated his acquaintance. 

Curious to know upon what fubje€s tlie feveral 
talents of my fellow-guefts were employed, I ap- 
plied to my communicative friend Dick Ivy, whe 
gave me to underftand, that moft of them were, 
or had been, underftrappers, or journeymen, to 
" more creditable authors, for whom they tranflat- 

ed, collated, and compiled, in the bufinefs of | 
book-making ; and that all of them had, at differ- 
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ent times, laboured in the fervice of our landlord, 
though they had now fet up for themfelves in 
various departments of literature. Not only their 
talents, but alfo their nations and diale&s were fo 
various, that our converfatron refembled the con- 
fufion of tongues at Babel. 

We had the Irifh brogue, the Scotch accent, 
and foreign idiom, twanged off by the moft difcor- 
dant vociteration; for, as they all fpoke together, 
no man had any chance to be heard, unlefs he 
could bawl louder than his fellows. It muft be 
owned, however, there was nothing pedantic in 
their difcourfe; they carefully avoided all learn- 
ed difquifitions, and endeavoured to be face- 
tious; nor did their endeavours always mifcarry 
fome droll repartee paffed, and much laughter 
was excited; and if any individual loft his temper 
fo far as to tranfgrefs the bounds of decorum, he 
was effe€tually checked by the mafter of the feaft, 
who exerted a fort of paternal authority over this 
irritable tribe. | 
_ The moft learned philofopher of the whole 
colleGtion, who had been expelled the univerfity 
for atheifm, has made great progrefs in a refuta- 
tion of lord Bolingbroke’s metaphyfical works, 
which is faid to be equally ingenious and orthodox ; 
but, in the mean time, he has been prefented to 
the grand jury as a public nuifance, for having 
blafphemed in an ale-houfe on the Lord’s day. 
The Scotchman gives leQures on the pronunciation 
of the Englith language, which he is now pub- 
lifhing by tubfcription. | 

The Irifhman is a political writer, and goes by 
the name of my Lord Potatoe. He wrote a 
pamphlet in vindication of a minifter, hoping his 
zeal would be rewarded with fome place or pen-~ 
fion ; but finding himfelf negle&ed in that quarter, 
he whifpered about that the pamphlet was written 
by the minifter himfelf, and he publithed an anfwer » 

) to 
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to his own produtiion. In this he addreffed the 
author, under the title of your lardfbip, with fuch — 
folemnity, that the public fwallowed-the deceit, 
and bought up the whole impreffion. The wife 
politicians of the metropolis declared they were 
both mafterly performanees, and chuckled over the 
flimfey reveries of an ignorant garretteer, as the pro-~ 
found fpeculations of a veteran (tatefman, acquainted 
with all the fecrets of the cabinet. The impofture 
was dete€ted in the fequel, and our Hibernian 
pamphleteer retains no part of his affumed im- 
portance, but the bare title of my Jord, and the up- 
per part of ‘the table at the potatoe-ordinary in 
Shoe- lane. » | 
Oppofite to me fat a Piedmontefe, who had 
obliged the public with a humorous fatire, inti- 
tuled, The Balance of the Englifb Poets, a per- 
formance which evinced the great modefty and tafte 
of the author, and, in particular, his intimacies with 
the elegancies of the Englith language. The fage, 
wholaboured under the aygoPoCia, or borror of green 
fields, had juft finifhed a treatife on praQtical agri- 
culture, though in faé& he had never feen corn 
growing in his life, and was fo ignorant of grain, 
that our entertainer, in the face of the whole com- 
pany, made him own, that a plate of hominy was 
the beft rice pudding he had ever eat, 
The ftutterer had almoft finifhed his travels 
through Europe and part of Afia, without ever 
budging beyond the liberties of the King’s Bench, 
except in term time, with a tipftaff for his compa- 
nion; and as for little Tim Cropdale, the moft fa- 
cetious member of the whole fociety, he had hap- 
pily wound up the cataftrophe of a virgin tragedy, 
from the exhibition of which he promifed himfelf 
‘a large fund of profit and reputation. Tim had 
made fhift tolive many years by writing novels, at 
the rate of five pounds a volume; but that branch 
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of bufinefs is now engroffed by female authors, 
who publifh merely for the propagation of virtue, 
with fo much eafe, and fpirit, and delicacy, and 
knowledge of the human heart, and all in the fe- 
rene tranquillity of high life, that the reader is not 
only inchanted by their genius, but reformed by 
their morality. 

After dinner we adjourned into the garden, 
where, I obferved, Mr. S gave a fhort fe- 
parate audience to every individual in a {mall re- 
mote filbert walk, from whence moft of them 
dropped off one after another, without further ce- 
remony; but they were replaced by frefh recruits 
of the fame clan, who came to make an afternoon’s 
vifit ; and, among others, a fpruce bookfeller, called 
Birkin, who rede his own gelding, and made his 
appearance in a pair of new jemmy boots, with 
mafly {purs of plate. It was not without reafon 
that this midwife of the mufes ufed exercife a-horfe- 
back, for he was too fat to walk a-foot, and he un- 
derwent fome farcafms from Tim Cropdale, on his 
unweildy fize ard inaptitude for motion. Birkin, 
who took umbrage at this poor author’s petulance _ 
in prefuming to joke upon a man fo much richer 
than himfelt, told him, he was not fo unweildy but 
that he could move the marfhalfea court for a writ, 
and even overtake him with it, if he did not very 
fpeedily come and fettle accounts with him, refpe&- 
ing the expence of publifhing his laft Ode to the 
king of Pruffia, of which he had fold but three, 
and one of them was to Whitefield the Methodift. 
Tim affe@ed to receive this intimation with good 
humour, faying, he expe€ted in a poft or two, from 

.Potfdam, a poem of thanks from his Pruffian ma- 
jefty, who knew very well how to pay poets in 
¢their own coin; but, in the mean time, he pro- 
-pofed, that Mr. Birkin and he fhould run three times 
round the garden for a bowl of punch, to be drank 
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at Afhley’s in the evening, and he would run boots 
againft ftockings. The bookfeller, who valued 
himfelf upon his mettle, was perfuaded to accept _ 
the challenge, and he forthwith refigned his boots 
to Cropdale, who, when he had put them on, was 
no bad reprefentation of Captain Piftol in the 
lay. 

Every thing being adjufted, they ftarted toge- 
ther with great impetuofity, and, in the fecond 
round, Birkin had clearly the advantage, larding 
the lean earth as he i along, Cropdale had no 
mind to conteft the vitory further, but, ina twink- 
ling, difappeared through the back-door of the gar- 
den, which opened into a private lane, that had 
communication with the high road.—The fpe&a-~ 
tors immediately began to hallo, ** Stole -away!?? _ 
and Birkin fet off in purfuit of him with great 

eagernefs; but he had not advanced twenty yards 
in the lane, when a thorn running into his foot, 
fent him hopping back into the garden, roaring 
with pain, and fwearing with vexation, When he 
was delivered from this annoyance by the Scotch- 
man, who had been bred to furgery, he looked 
about him wildly, exclaiming, * Sure, the fellow 
«6 won’t be fuch a rogue as to run clear away. with 
«© my boots!’? Our landlord, having reconnoitred 
the fhoes he had left, which, indeed, hardly deferved — 
that name, Pray (faid he) Mr. Birkin, wa’n’t 
<< your boots made of calf-fkin?”’ * Calf-fkin or 
66 cow-fkin (replied the other) I'll find a flip of 
© fheep-tkin that will do his bufinefs.—I loft twenty 
«© pounds by his tarce, which you perfuaded me to 
«© buy.—I am out of pocket five pounds by his 
¢* damn’d ode; and now this pair of boots, bran 
«© new, coft me thirty fillings, as per receipt.—- 
«© But this affair of the boots is felony —tranfporta- 
«© tion. —T'll have the dog indi@ted at the Old Bai- 
“6 ley—I will, Mr. S———. I. will be revenged, 
: s* even 
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even though I fhould lofe my debt in confequence 
of his conviction.” 


Mr. S—— faid nothing at prefent, but accom- 


modated him with a pair of fhoes ; then ordered 
his fervant to rub him down, and comfort him with 
a glafs of rum: punch, which feemed, in a great 
meafure, to cool the rage of his indignation. 


€¢ 
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After all (faid our landlord) this is no more than 
a bumbug in the way of wit; though it deferves 
amore refpe€table epithet, when confidered as 
an effort of invention. ‘Tim being, I fuppofé, 
out of credit with the cordwainer, fell upon this 
ingenious expedient to fupply the want of fhoes, 
knowing that Mr. Birkin, who loves humour, 
would himfelf relifh the joke upon a little re- 
colle&tion. Cropdale literally lives-by his wit, 
which he has exercifed upon all his friends in 
their turns. He once borrowed my poney for 
five or fix days to go to Salifbury, and fold him 
in Smithfield at his return. This was a joke of 
fuch a ferious nature, that, in the firft tranfports 
of my paffion, I- had fome thoughts of profe- 
cuting him for horfe-ftealing; and even when 


-my refentment had in fome meafure fubfided, 


as he induftrioufly avoided me, I vowed, I 
would take fatisfa€tion on his ribs with the firft 
opportunity. One day, feeing him at fome 
diftance in the ftreet, coming towards me, I ber 
gan to prepare my cane for ation, and walked 
in the fhadow of a porter, that he might not 
perceive me foon enough to make his efcape ; 
but, in the very inftant I had lifted up the inftru- 
ment of correction, | found Tim Cropdale me- 
tamorpholed into a miferable blind wretch, feel- 
ing his way with a long ftick from poft to poft, 
and rolling about two bald unlighted orbs inftead 
of eyes. I was exceedingly fhocked at having 
fo narrowly efcaped the concern and ss 

, ss that 
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“* that would have attended fuch a mifapplication 
* of vengeance; but, next day, Tim prevailed on @ 
* friend of mine to come and folicit my forgive- 
“* nefs, and offer his note, payable in fix weeks, 
“« for the price of the poney.—This gentleman 
** gave me to underftand, that the blind man was 
** no other than Cropdale, who having feen me 
‘¢ advancing, and guefling my intent, had imme- 
** diately converted himfelf into the obje& afore 
‘6 faid.—-I was fo diverted at the ingenuity of the 
‘* evafion, that F agreed to pardon his offence, re+ 
** fufing his note, however, that I might keep a pro. 
‘* fecution.for felony hanging over his head, as a fe- 
** curity for his future good behaviour—But Tic. 
** mothy would by no means truft himfelf in my 
«* hands till the note was accepted—then he made 
*¢ his appearance at my door as-a blind beggar, and: 
‘* impofed in fuch a manner upon my man, wha: 
‘¢ had been his old acquaintance and pot-compa= 
«© nion, that the fellow threw the door in his face. 
*< and even threatened to give him the ba(ftmado.. 
« Hearing a noife in the hall, I went thither, and 
«‘ immediately recolleCling the figure I had pafled: 
‘¢ in the ftreet, accofted him by his-own name,. 
** to the unfpeakable aftonifhment of. the foet- 
¢¢ man,”? : 
Birkin deelared he loved a joke as well’ as anoe- 
ther; but afked if any of the company could tell 
. where Mr. Cropdale lodged, that he might fend 
him a propofal about reftitution,. before the boots 
fhould be made away with. ‘ I would willingly 
“«* give hima pair of new fhoes, (faid:he) and half 
‘* a guinea into the bargain,. for the boats. which 
“© fitted me like a glove, and I fhan’t be able to 
‘¢ get the fellows of them till the good weather 
‘* for riding ts over.” The ftuttering wit dea. 
clared, that the only fecret which Cropdale ever 
kept, was the place of his lodgings; but, he be- 
lieved,. 
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lieved, that during the heats of fummer, he com- 
monly took his repofe upon a bulk, or indulged 
himfelf in frefco with one of the kennel-nymphs, 
under the portico of St, Martin’s church. ‘* Pox 
<¢ on him (cried the bookfeller) he might as well 
“have taken my whip and fpurs—In that cafe, 
‘s he might have been tempted to fteal another 
ss horfe, and then he would have rid to the devil 
$¢ of courfe.” 

After coffee I took my leave of Mr. S ; eh 
proper acknowledgments of his civility, and was 
extremely well pleafcd with the entertaiment of 


_ the day, though not yet fatisfied with refpe& to 


the nature of this connexion betwixt a man of 
chara@er in the literary world, and a parcel of 
authorlings, who, in all probility, would never be 
able to acquire any degree of reputation by their 
labours, On this head I interrogated my con- 
uae, Dick Ivy, who anfwered me to this effed: 
‘ One would imagine S——- had. fome view te 
‘© his own intereft in giving countenance and af- 
** fiftance to thofe people, whom he knows to be 


_ & bad men, as well as bad writers; but, if he has 


*« any fuch view, he will find himfelf difappoint- 
‘¢ ed; for if he is fo vain as to imagine he can - 
«© make them fubfervient to his fchemes of profig 
<* or ambition, they are cunning enough to make 
‘s him their property in the mean time. There 
‘* isnot one of the company you have feen to-day 
“¢ (myfelf excepted) who does not owe him parti- 
** cular obligations.—One of them he bailed out 
** of a fpunging-houfe, and afterwards paid the 
«* debt—another he tranflated into his family, and 
“* cloathed, when he was turned out half naked 
‘¢ from jail in confequence of an a& for the relief 
*¢ of infolvent debtors—a third, who was reduced 
** toa woollen night-cap, and lived upon fheeps- 
a paves up three pair of ftairs backward in- 

‘© Butcher 
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** Butcher-row, he took into prefent pay and free 
** quarters, and enabled him to appear as a gentle- 
** man, without having the fear of fheriff’s offi- 
** cers before his eyes. "Thofe who are in diftrefs 
“* he fupplies with money when he has it, and 
‘ with his credit when he is out of cafh, When 
they want bufinefs, he either finds employment 
for them in his own fervice, or recommends 
** them to bookfellers to execute fome project he 
has formed for their fubfiftence. They are 
always welcome to his table, (which, though 
“¢ plain, is plentiful) and to his good offices as far 
as they will go; and when they fee occafion, 
*¢ they make ufe of his name with the moft petu- 
** Jant familiarity; nay, they do not even fcruple 
“* to arrogate to themfelves the merit of fome of 
*¢ his performances, arid have been known toa fell 
*¢ their own lucubrations as the produce of his 
** brain. The Scotchman you faw at dinner once 
*¢ perfonated him at an ale-houfein Weft-Smith- 
*¢ field, and, inthe charaGer of S » had his head 
«© broke by a cow-keeper, for having fpoke difre- 
<< fpe@fully of the Chriftian religion; but he took 
*¢ the law of him in his own perfon, and the affail- 
** ant was fain to give him ten pounds to withdraw 
‘© his ation.” 

I obferved, that all this appearance of liberality 
on the fide of Mr. S——— was eafily accounted 
for, on the fuppofition that they flattered him in 
private, and engaged his adverfaries in public; and 
yet I was aftonifhed, when I recolleéted that I 
often had feen this writer virulently abufed in pa- 
pers, poems, and pamphlets, and not a pen was 
drawn in his defence.—** But you will be more 
‘* aftonifhed (faid he) when I affure you, thofe. 
* very guefts whom you faw at his table to-day, 
s¢ were the authors of great part of that abufe; 
— § and he himfelf is well aware of their particular 
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‘* favours, for they are afl eager to dete&t and 
** betray one another.”-——** But this is doing the 
** devil’s work for nothing (cried I.) What fhould 
induce them to revile their benefactor without 
‘* provocation?” ‘ Envy (anfwered Dick) is the 
general incitement; but they are galled by an 
additional fcourge of provocation. S—— di- 
redts a literary journal, in which their produc- 
tions are neceffarily brought to trial; and though 
many of them have heen treated with fuch 
lenity and ‘favour as they little deferved, yet 
** the flighteft cenfure, fuch as, perhaps, could 
not be avoided with any pretenfions to candour 
“* and impartiality, has rankled in the hearts of 
thofe authors to fuch a degree, that they have 
taken immediate vengeance on the critic in 
anonymous libels, letters, and lampoons. In- 
deed, all the writers of the age, good, bad, 
and indifferent, from the moment he affumed 
this office, became his enemies, either profef- 
fed orin petto, except thofe of his friends who 
knew they had nothing to fear from his ftric- 
tures; and he muft be a wifer man than me, 
who can tell what advantage or fatisfa€tion he 
derives from having brought fuch a neft of 
s¢ hornets about his ears.”’ 

I owned, that was a point which might deferve 
confideration; but ftill I exprefled a defire to 
know his real motives for continuing his friendfhip 
to a fet of rafcals equally ungrateful and infigmifi- 
cant.—He faid, he did not pretend to aflign any 
reafonable motive; that, if the truth muft be 
told, the man was, in point of condu&, a moft 
incorrigible fool; that, though he pretended to 
have a knack at hitting off characters, he blunder- 
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which were generally beftowed on the moft unde- 
ferving of thofe who had recourfe to his aan 
that 
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that, indeed, this preference was not fo much | 
Owing to want of difcernment as to want of re- 
folution, for he had nor fortitude enough to refift 
the tmportunity even of the moft worthlefs; and, 
as he did not know the value of money, there was 
very little merit in parting with it fo eafily; that 
his pride was gratified in feeing himfelf courted 
by fuch a number of literary dependants; that, 
probably, he delighted in hearing them expofe and- 
traduce one another; afd, finally, from their in- 
formation, he became acquainted with all the 
tranfa€tions of Grub-ftreet, which he had fome 
thoughts of compiling, for the entertainment of 
the public. 

I could not help fufpe@ing, from Dick’s dif- 
courfe, that he had fome particular grudge againft 
» upon whofe condu& he had put the worft 
conftrudtion it would bear; and, by dint of crofs- 
examination, I found he was not at all fatisfied 
with the chara€ter which had been given in the 
Review of his laft performance, though it had 
been treated civilly, in confequence of the author’s 
application tothe critic. By all accounts, § 
is not without weaknefs and caprice; but he is 
certainly good-humoured and civilized ; nor do I 
find, that there is any thing over-bearing, cruel, 
or implacable in his difpofition. 

[have dwelt fo long upon authors, that you 
will perhaps tufpeét I intend to enroll mytelf 
among the fraternity; but, if I were a@ually 
qualified for the profeffion, it is at beft but a def- 
perate refource againft flarving, as it affords no 
provifion for old age and infirmity. Salmon, at 
the age of fourfcore, is now ina garret, compil- 
ing matter, ‘at a guinea “a fheet, for a modern 
hiftorian, who, in point of age, might be his 
rand child; and Pfalmonazar, after having 
drudged half a century in the literary mill, in all 

the 
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the fimplicity and abftinence of an Afiatic, fubfifts 
upon the charity of a few bookfellers, juft fuffici- 
ent to keep him from the parifh—I think Guy, 
who was himfelf a bookfeller, ought to have ap- 
propriated one wing or ward of his hofpital to the 
ufe of decayed authors; though, indeed, there is 
neither hofpital, college, nor work-houfe, within 
the bills of mortality, large enough to contain the 


- poor of this fociety, compofed, as it is, from the 


refufe of every other profeffion. 

I know not whether you will find any amufe- 
ment in this account of an odd race of mortals, 
whofe conftitution had, I own, greatly interefted 
ae curiofity of 


Yours, 
London, June to. J. MeLrorp. 


UD QUL DULL LIAL ILL 


To Mifs Latiria Wi tts, at Gloucefter. 


\ 


MY DEAR LETTY, 


THERE is fomething on my fpirits, which I 
fhould not venture to communicate by the poft, 
but having the opportumty of Mrs. Brentwood’s 
return, [ feize it eagerly, to difburthen my poor 
heart, which is oppreffed with fear and vexation. 
—O Letty! what a miferable fituation it is, to 
be without a friend to whom one can apply for 
counfel and confolation in diftrefs | I hinted in my 
laft, that one Mr. Barton had been very particu- 
lar in his civilities: I can no longer miftake his 
meaning—he has formally profefled himfelf my 
admirer; and, after a thoufand affiduities, per- 
ceiving I made but a cold return to his addreffes, 

he 
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he had recourfe to the mediation of lady Grifkin, 
who has acted the part of a very warm advocate 
in his behalf:—but, my dear Willis, her ladythip. 
over acts hcr part—fhe hot only expatiates on the 
ample fortune, the great connexions, and the un- 
blemifhed chara&er of Mr. Barton, but fhe takes 
the trouble to catechife me; and, two days ago, 
peremptorily told me, that a girl of my age could 
not poffibly refilt fo many confiderations, if her 
heart was not pre-engaged, 

This infinuation threw me into fuch a flutter, 
that fhe-could not but obferve my diforder; and, 
prefuming upon the difcovery, infifted upon my 
making her the confidante of my paffion, But, 
although I had not fuch command of myfelf as to 
conceal the emotion of my heart, Iam not fuch 
a child as to difclofe its fecrets to a perfon who 
would certainly ufe them to its prejudice. I told 
her, it was no wonder if I was out of counte- 
nance, at her introducing a fubject of converfation 
fo unfuitable to my years and inexperience; that 
I believed Mr. Barton was a very worthy gentle- 
man, and I was much obliged to him for his good 
opinion ; but the affections were involuntary, and 
mine, in particular, had as yet made no conceffions 
in his favour. She fhook her head with an air of 
diftruft that made metremble; and obferved, that 
if my affeQtions were free, they would fubmit to, 
the decifion of prudence, efpecially when enforced 
by the authority of thofe who had a right to dire& 
my conduct. This remark implied a defign to 
intereft my uncle or my aunt, perhaps my brother, 
in behalf of Mr. Barton’s paflion; and I am fadly 
afraid that my aunt is already gained over. Yefter- 


day in the forenoon, he had been walking with us. 


in the Park, and ftopping in our return at a toy= 
fhop, he prefented her with a very fine fnuff-box, 
and me with a gold etuis, which I refolutely re- 
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fufed, till fhe commanded me to accept it on pain 
of her difpleafure: neverthelefs, being ftill unfa- 
tisfied with refpe& to the propriety of receiving 
this toy, I fignified my doubts to my brother, 
who faid he would confult my uncle on the fub- 
ject, and feemed to think Mr. Barton had been 
rather premature in his prefents. 

What will be the refult of this confultation, 
Heaven knows; but I am afraid it will produce 
an explanation with Mr. Barton, who will, no 
doubt, avow his paffion, and folicit their confent 
to aconnexion which my foul abhors; for, my 
‘deareft Letty, it is not in my power to love Mr. 
Barton, even if my heart was untouched by any 


other tendernefs. Not that there ts any thing 


difagreeable about his perfon, but there is a total 
want of that namelefs charm which captivates 
and controuls the inchanted fpirit—at leaft, he 


‘appears to me to have this defe&; but if he had 


all the engagimg qualifications which a man car 
poffefs, they would be excited in vain againft that 
conftancy, which, I flatter myfelf, is the charac- 


', teriftic of my mature. No, ~my dear Willis, I 


may be involved in frefh troubles, and I believe I 
fhall, from the importunities of this gentleman 


and the violence of my relations; but my heart 
_ «ks incapable of change. 7 


You know, I put no faith in dreams; and yet 
I have been much difturbed by one that: vifited 
me laft night.—I thought I was in a church, 
where a certain perfon, whom you know, was on 
the point of being married to my aunt; that the 
clergyman was Mr. Barton, and that poor forlorn 
I ftood weeping tn a corner, half naked,: and with- 
out fhoes or ftockings—Now, I know: there-is 
nothing fo childifh as to be moved by thofe vain 
illufions; but, neverthelefs, in fpite of all my 


‘Teafon, this hath made-a ftreng impreffien upon 
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my mind, which begins to be -very gloomy. In- 
deed, I have another more fubftantial caufe of 
affiGion—I have fome religious fcruples, my dear 
friend, which lie heavy on my confcience.—I was 
perfuaded togo to the Tabernacle, where I heard 
a difcourfe that affeGted me deeply.—I have pray- 
ed fervently to be enlightened, but as yet 1 am not 
fenfible of thefe inward motions, thofe operations 
wf grace, which are the figns of a regenerated 
Spirit; and therefore I begin to be in terrible ap- 
prehenfions about the ftate of my poor foul. 
Some of our family have had very uncommon ac- 
ceffions, particularly my aunt and Mrs. “Jenkins, 
who fometimes {peak as if they were really infpir- 
ed; fo that Iam not like to want for either ex- 
hortation or example, to purify my thoughts, and 
recall them from the vanities of this world, which, 
indeed, I would willingly refign, if it was in my 
power; but to make this facrifice, I muft be en- 
abled by fuch afliftance from above as hath not yet 
been indulged. to | 


Your unfortunate friend, 


June 40. | 7 Lypra MELFORD. 


OKANO ORI 


To Sis WATKIN PHILLipPs, Bart. of 
= Jefus’College, Oxon. 


2/1 -DEAR, PHILLIP6, | 
POTESE eg OE PE te Gk he 2? 

.1‘FHE: moment I received your letter, 1 began 
Aoextcute your commiflion——With the affiftance 
of mine ‘halt at the Bull and Gate, I difcovered 
the place to which your fugitive valet had retreat- 
ed, and taxed him with his difhonefty. The 
! : | fellow 
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fellow was in manifeft confufion at fight of me, 


but he denied the charge with great confidence, 
till Ttold him, that if he would give up the watch, 
which was a family piece, he might keep the 
money and the clothes, and go to the devil his 
own way, at his leifure; but if he rejected this 
propofal, I would deliver him forthwith to the 
conftable, whom I had provided for that purpofe, 
and he would carry him before the juftice without 
further delay. After fome hefitation, he defired 
to fpeak with me in the next room, where he pro- 
duced the watch, with all its appendages, and I 
have delivered it to our landlord, to be fent you 
by the firft fafe conveyance Sd much for bu- 
finefs, 
I fhall grow vain, upon your faying you find 
entertainment in my Jetters; barren, as werd 
certainly are, of incident and importance, becaufe 
your amufement muft arife, not from the matter, 
but from the manner, which you know is all my 
own—Animated, therefore, by the ,approbation 
of a perfon, whofe nice tafte and confummate 
judgment I can no longer doubt, I will chearfully 
proceed with our memoirs—As it is determined we 
fhall fet out next week for Yorkfhire, I went to- 
day in the forenoon with my uncle to fee a car- 
riage, belonging to a coachmaker in our neighbour- 
hood— Turning down a narrow lane, behind Long- 
acre, we perceived a crowd of people ftanding at 
a door; which, it feems, opened into a kind of a 
methodift meeting, and were informed, that a 
footman was then holding forth to the congrega- 
tion within. - Curious to fee this phenomenon, we 
{queezed into the place with much difficulty ; and 
who fhould this preacher be, but the identical 


Humphry Clinker. He had finifhed his fermon, 


and given out a pfalm, the firft ftave of which he 
fung with peculiar graces—But if we were afto- 
2 | nifhed 
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nifhed to fee Clinker in the pulpit, we were alto- 
gether confounded at finding gall the females of 
our familiy among the audience—There was lady 
Grifkin, Mrs. Tabitha Bramble, Mrs. Winifred 
Jenkins, my fifter Liddy, and Mr. Barton, and_ all 
of them joined in the plalmody, with ftrong marks 
of devotion. 

T could hardly keep my gravity on this ludicrous 
occafion; ‘but-old Square-toes was differently af- 
fe&ed—The firft thing that ftruck him, was the 
prefumption of his lacquey, whom he commanded 
to come down, with fuch an air of authority as 
Humphry did not think proper to difregard. He 
defcended immediately, and all the people were in 
commotion, Barton looked exceedingly fheepifh, 
lady Grifkin flirted her fan, Mrs. Tabby groaned 
in fpirit, Liddy changed countenance, and Mrs. Jen- 
kins fobbed as if her heart was breaking —My uncle, 
with a fneer, afked pardon of the ladies, for having 
interrupted their devotion, faying, he had particu- 
lar bufinefs with the preacher, whom he ordered 
to call a hackney-coach. ‘This being immediately 
brought up to the end of the lane, he handed 
Liddy into it, and my aunt and I following him, 
‘we drove home, without taking any further notice 
of the reft of the company, who ftill remained in 
filent aftonifhment. 

Mr. Bramble, perceiving Liddy in great trepi- 
dation, aflumed a milder afpeét, bidding her be- 
under no concern, for he was not at all difpleafed 
at any thing the had done—‘* I have no obje@ion 
«© (faid he) to your being religioufly inclined; but 
s¢ I don’t think my fervant is a proper ghoftly 
‘¢ dire€lor, for a devotee of your fex and charac- 
© ter—if, in fa@, (as I rather believe) your aunt 
‘© is not the fole condu@refs, of this machine—’’ 
Mrs. Tabitha made no anfwer, but threw up the 
whites of her eyes, as if in the a& of aaa 
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Poor Liddy faid the had no right to the title of a 
devotee; that fhe thought there was no harm in — 
hearing a pious difcourfe, even if it came from a 
footman, efpecially as her aunt was prefent; but: 
thar if fhe had erred from ignorance, fhe hoped 
he would excufe it, as fhe could not bear the 
thoughts of living under his difpleafure. The old 
gentleman, preffing her hand with a tender {mile, 
faid fhe was a good girl, and that he did not be- 
lieve her capable of doing any -thing that could 
give him the Jeaft umbrage or difguft. 

When we arrived at our lodgings, he command- 
ed Mr. Clinker to attend him up. ftairs, and fpoke 
to him in thefe words-——* Since you are called 
<* upon by the fpirit to preach and to teach, it is 
‘* high time to lay afide the livery of an earthly 
*s matter; and, for my part, I am unworthy to 
‘¢ have an apoftle in my- fervice—’? ‘ I hope 
‘* (faid Humphry) I have not failed in my duty to 
* your honour—I fhould be a vile wretch if I 
*« did, confidering the mifery from which your 
** charity and compaffion relieved me—but having: 
*s an inward admonition of the fpirit—” Aw 
** admonition of the devil—(cried the "fquire, in 


© a paffion) What admonition, you blockhead ?— 


4s What right has fuch a fellow as you to fet up 
‘s for a reformer?” ** Begging your honour’s par- 
** don, (replied Clinker) may not the new light of 
«* God’s grace fhine upon the poor and the igno- 
«* rant in their humility, as well as upon the weal- 
** thy,.and the philofopher in all his pride of hu- 
*¢ man learning?’? ‘* What you imagine to be 
“« the new light of grace, (faid his maiter) I take 
** to be a deceitful vapour, glimmering through a 
<* crackin your upper ftory—In a word, Mr. Cline © 
«¢ ker, I will have no light in my family but what 
*< pays the king’s taxes, unlefs it be the light of 
“* seafon, which you don’t pretend to follow.” 
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“¢ Ah, fir! (cried Humphry) the light of reafon, 
is nO More in comparifon to the light I mean, 
than a farthing candle tothe fun at noon.— 
Very true, (faid my uncle) the one will ferve to. 
fhew you your way, and the other to dazzle 
and confound your weak bratn—Hark-ye, Clin- 
ker, you are either an hypocritical knave, or a 
wrong-headed enthufiaft; and, in either cafe, 


‘unfit for my fervice—If you are a quack in 


fanctity and devotion, you will find it an eafy | 
matter to impofe upon filly women,-and others 
of crazed underftanding, who. will contribute 
lavifhly for your fupport—if you are really fe- 
duced by the-reveries of a difturbed imagina- 
tion, the fooner you lofe your fenfes entirely, 
the better for yourfelf and the community. In 
that cafe, fome charitable perfon might provide 
you with a dark room and clean ftraw in Bed- 
lam, where it would not be im your power to’ 
infe& others with your fanaticifm ; whereas, if 
you have juft reflection enough left to maintain 
the chara@er of a2 chofen veffel in the meetings 
of the godly, you and your hearers will be 
mifled by a Will-i’the-wifp, from one error’ 
into another, till you are plunged into religious: 
frenzy ; and then, perhaps, you will hang your- 
felf in defpair—”’ ** Which the [.ord of his infi- 
nite mercy forbid! (exclaimed the affrighted 
Clinker) It is very poffible I may be under the 
temptation of the devil, who wants to wreck: 
me on the rocks of {piritual’ pride—Your ho- 
nour fays, I am either a knave or a madman ;- 
now, as [il affure your honour I am no knave,- 
it follows that [ muft be mad; therefore, I be- 
feech your honour, upon my knees, to take my’ 
cafe into confideration, that means may be: ufed- 


for my recovery—” 
The 
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The ’fquire could not help .fmiling at the poor 
fellow’s fimplicity, and promifed to take care of. 
him, provided he would mind the bufinefs of his 
place, without running after the new-light of Me- 
thodifm : but Mrs. Tabitha took offence at his hu- 


-mility, which fhe interpreted into poornefs of fpirit 


and worldly mindednefs.—She upbraided him witht 
the want of courage to fuffer for confcience-fake :. 

fhe obferved, that if he fhould lofe his place for 
bearing teftimony to the truth, Providence would: | 
not fail to find him another, perhaps more advan- 


- tageous , and, declaring that it could not be very 


agreeable to live in a family where an inquifition: 
_was eftablifhed, retired to another room in ene 
agitation. 

My uncle followed her with a fignificant look ; 
then, turning.to the preacher, * You hear what 

‘ my fifter fays.—If you cannot live with me upon’ 
“* fuch terms as J have prefcribed, the vineyard of 
“* Methodifm lies before you, and fhe feems very 
“* well difpofed to reward your labour.”—* [ 
** would not willingly give offence to any foul up- 
** on earth (anfwered Humphry) ; her ladythip hag 
** been very good to me, ever fince we came to 
** Juondon ; and furely fhe-has a heart turned for 
*€ religious exercifes,and both fhe and lady Grifkin 


nn 


© fing pfalms and hymns like two cherubims: but,, 


«« at the fame time, I’m bound to love and obey 
* your honour,—It becometh not fuch a poor ig- | 
“« norant fellow as me to hold difpute with gentle- 
*¢ men of rank and learning.—As for the matter 
“* of knowledge, 1 am no more. than a beaft in 
“* comparifon of your honour; therefore I fub- 
«© mit, and, with God’s grace, 1 will follow you to 
the world’s end, if you don’t think me too ae: 
‘ gone to be out of confinement.” 
His mafter promifed to keep him for fome time. 


longer on trial; then defired to know in what. 
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manner lady Grifkin and Mr. Barton came to join . 
their religious fociety. He told him, that her la-/ 
dyfhip was the perfon who firft carried my aunt and . 


. fitter to the tabernacle, whither he attended them, 
and had his devotion kindled by Mr. W "5 


preaching : that he was corifirmed in this new way 


by the preacher’s fermons, which he had bought 


and ftudied with great attention: that his difcourfe. 


and prayers had brought over Mrs. Jenkins and the 
houfe-maid to the fame way of thinking; but as 
for Mr. Barton, he had never feen him at fervice 
before this day, when he came in company with 


lady Grifkin—Humphry moreover owned, that he. 


had been encouraged to mount the roftrum by the 
example and fuccefs of a weaver, who was much 
followed as a powerful minifter: that on his firft 


trial, he found himfelf under fuch ftrong impul-— 


fions, as made him believe he was certainly moved 


by the Spirit; and that he had affifted in lady’ 
Grifkin’s, and feveral private houfes, at exercifes ' 


of devotion. 
Mr. Bramble was no fooner informed that her la- 
dy fhip had aéted as the primum mobile of thts con- 


federacy, than he concluded fhe had only made ufe- 


of Clinker as a tool, fubfervient to the execution 
of fome defign, to the true fecret of which he.was 
- av-utter ftranger—He oLferved, that her ladyfhip’s 
brain was a perfe@ mill for projeéts; and that the 


and Tabby had certainly engaged in fome fecret. 
treaty, the nacure of which he could not compre- ° 
hend. I told him, I thought it was no difficult mate 
térto perceive the drift of Mrs. Tabitha, which was | 


to en{nare the heart of Barton, and that in all like, 


lihood my lady Grifkin a&ted as her auxiliary : chat: 


this fuppofition would account for their endeavours 
to convert him to Methodifm; an event which 


would occafton a connexion of fouls that might be | 


eafily improved into a matrimonial union. 


My 


Owe 
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_ My uncle feemed to be much diverted by the 
thoughts of this fcheme’s fucceeding ; but I gave 
him to underftand that Barton was pre-engaged : 
that he had the day before made a prefent of an 
etuis to Liddy, which her aunt had obliged her to 
receive, with a view, no doubt, to countenance 
her own accepting of a f{nuff-box at the fame time: 
that my fifter having made me acquainted with 
this incident, I had defired an explanation of Mr. 
Barton, who declared his intentions were honour- 
able, and expreffed his hope that I would have no 
objeGions to his alliance: that I had thanked him 
for the honour he intended our family ; but told 
him, it would be neceffary to confult her uncle and 
aunt, who were her guardians, and their approba- 
tion being obtained, I could have no objeQion to 
his propofal ; though I was perfuaded that no vio- 
lence would be offered to my fifter’s inclinations,. 
in a tranfaGtion that fo nearly interefted the happi-. 
né{s of her future life: that he had. affured me, he 
fhould never think of availing himfelf of a guar- 
dian’s authority, unlefs he could render his addreffes 
agreeable to the young lady herfelf; and that he 
would immediately demand permiffion of Mr. and: 
Mifs Bramble to make Liddy a tender of his hand 
arid fortune. i 
The {quire was not infenfible to the advantages: 
of fuch a match, and declared he would promote it 
with all his influence ; but when I took notice that. 
there feemed to be an averfion on the fide of Lid- 
dy, he faid he would found her on the fubjeQ@ ; 
and if her reluctance- was fuch as would not be 
eafily overcome, he would civilly decline the pro-. 
pofal of Mr. Barton: for he thought that, in ‘the: 
choice of a hufband, a_young woman ought not to’ 
facrifice the feelings of her hears for any confi- | 
deration upon earth—** Liddy is not fo defperate: 
“* (faid he) as to worfhip fortune at fach an ex." 
Pe Is ‘ pence.” 
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6 pence.’”’? I take it for granted this whole affair 
will end in fmoke; though there feems to be a 
ftorm brewing in the quarter of Mrs, Tabby, who 
' fat with all the fullen dignity of filence at dinner, 
feemingly pregnant with complaint and expoftula- 
tion. As fhe hath certainly marked Barton for her 
own prey, fhe cannot poffibly favour his fuit to 
Liddy, and therefore I expe& fomething extraor- 
dinary will attend his declaring himfelf my fifter’s 
admirer, ‘This declaration will certainly be made 
in form, as foon as the lover ean pick up refolution 
enough to ftand the brunt of Mrs. Tabby’s difap. 
pointment; for he is, without doubt, aware of her 
defigns upen his perfon.—The particulars of the 
denouement you fhall know in due feafon: mean 
while I am : oA 
Always yours, 


London, June ro. J. Metrorp. 
Pa z : 
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To Dr. Lewrs. 


DEAR LEWIS, : 


THE deceitful calm was of fhort duration. I 


am plunged again in a fea of vexation, and the 
complaints in my ftomach and bowels are return- 


ed; fo that I fuppofe I fhall be difabled from pro-. 


fecuting the excurfion I had planned—What the 
devil had I to do, to come a plague hunting with a 
leath of females in my train? Yelterday my pre- 
cious fifter (who, by the bye, has been for fome 
time a profeffed Methodift) came into my apart- 
ment, attended by Mr. Barton, and defired an au- 
dience with a very ftately air—** Brother (faid fhe) 
«¢ this gentleman has fomething to propofe, which, 


ss J flatter myfelf, will be the more acceptable, as. 


ss it will rid you of a troublefome companion.’? 
| Thea 


ol. 
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Then Mr. Barton proceeded to this effe&Q—* Tam, | 

‘ indeed, extremely ambitious of being allied to 
*¢ your family, Mr. Bramble, and I hope you will - 
** fee no caufe to interpofe your authority.” ‘* As 
‘© for authority (faid Tabby, interrupting him with. 
*¢ fome warmth). 1 know of none that he has a. 
‘¢ right to ufe on this occafion—If I pay him the. 
** compliment of making him acquainted with the 
<* ftep L intend to take, it is all he can expe@ in 
. ** reafon—This is as much as I believe he would 
** do by me, if he intended to change his own fitua- © 
. © tion in life—In a word, brother, I am fo fenfible 
“* of Mr. Barton’s extraordinary merit, that I have. 
** been prevailed upon to alter my refolution of. 
‘* living. a fingle life, and to put my happinefs in: 
*¢ his hands, by vefting him with a legal title to 
» © my perfon and fortune, fuch as they are. The. 
<* bufinefs at prefent, isto have the writings drawn;.. 
** and I fhall be obliged to you, if you will recam-. 
** mend a lawyer.to me for that purpofe.—” 

You may guefs what an effect this overture had. 
upon me, who, from the information of my ne-: 
phew, expected that Barton was to make a formal . 
declaration of his paflion for Liddy; I could not. 
help gazing in filent aftonifhment, alternately at + 
‘Tabby and her fuppofed admirer, which laft hung 
his head in the moft aukward confufion for a few 
minutes, and then retired, on pretence of being. 
fuddenly feized with a vertigo.—Mrs. Tabitha af- 

_ feéted much concern, and would have had him 
make ufe of a bed in the haufe; but he infifted 

upon going home, that he might "have recourfe to 

fome drops, which he kept for fuch emergencies, 

and his innamorata acquiefced.—In the mean time 

I was exceedingly puzzled at this adventure (tho? 

I fufpeQed the truth) and did not know in what - 

manner to demean myfelf towards Mrs. ‘Tabitha, 

wher Jerry Came in ang told me, he hag juft au 7 
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Mr, Barton alight from his chariot at lady Grifkin’s 
dcor.—This incident feemed to threaten a vifit 
from her ladyfhip, with which we were honoured 
accordingly, in lefs than half an hour —** -I find 
‘* (faid fhe) there has been a mateh of crofs pur- 
** pofes among you, good folks ; and I’m come to 
** fet you to rights.”——So faying, the prefented me 

with the following billet: | 


*© Dear Sir, | | 
«* I no fooner recolle&ted myfelf from the ex- 
‘© treme confufion I was thrown into, by that un- 
“| lucky miftake of your fifter, than I thought it 
“my duty to afflure you, that my devoirs to Mrs. 
«* Bramble never exceeded the bounds of ordinary 
“ civility, and thac my heart is unalterably fixed 
“ upon Mifs Liddy Melford, as I had the honour’ 
** to declare to her brother, when he queftioned 
«¢ me upon that fubje&.—Lady Gritkin has been 
<* fo good as to charge herfelf, not only with the 
“«« delivery of this note, but alfo with the tafk of 
«* undeceiving Mrs. Bramble, for whom I have 
«© the moft profound refpe& and veneration, tho’ 
«‘ my affe€tion being otherwife engaged, is no 
s¢ longer in the power of, Sir, 
«¢ ‘Youf very humble Servant, 
“‘ Racpy Barton.” 


Having caft my eyes over this billet, I told her 
ladyfhip that I would no longer retard the friendly 
office fhe had undertaken ; and I and Jerry forth- 
with retired into another room. . There we foon 
perceived the converfation grow very warm be- 
twixt the two ladies; and, at length, could di- 
ftin@ly hear certain terms of altercation, which we 
could no longer delay interrupting, with any regard © 
to decorum. When we entered the fcene of con- 
tention, we found Liddy had joined the difputants; 

and 


HUMPHRY CLINKER. 208 
and ftood trembling betwixt them, as if fhe had 
been afraid they would have proceeded to f omethng 
more praéticable than words.—Lady Grifkin’s face 
was like the full moon in a ftorm of wind, glaring, 
. fiery, and portentous; while Tabby looked grim 

and ghaftly, with an afpe& breathing difcord and 
difmay.—Our appearance put a ftop to their mu- 
tual revilings; but her ladyfhip turning to me, 
** Coufin (faid fhe) I can’t help faying I have met 
*« with a very ungrateful return from this lady, 
** for the pains I have taken toferveher family. —” 
© My family is much obliged to your ladythip, 
(cried Tabby, with a kind of hyfterical giggle) 
but we have no right to the good offices of fuch 
an honourable go-between.” ‘ But, for all that, 
good Mrs. Tabitha Bramble, (refumed the other) 
I fhall. be content with the refleQion, that vir- 
tue is its own reward; and it fhall not be m 
fault, if you continue to make yourfelf ridicu- 
fous—Mr. Bramble, who has no little intere{t 
of his own to ferve, will, no doubt, contribute 
all in his power. to promote a match betwixt 
Mr. Barton and his niece, which will be equal-. 
ly honourable and advantageous; and, J dare 
“* fay, Mifs Liddy herfelf will have no objeétion 
to a meafure fo well calculated to make her 
‘* happy in life.”’—*¢ I beg your ladythip’s pardon, 
(exclaimed L.iddy, with great vivacity) I have 
nothing but mifery to expe& from fuch a mea- 
fure; and I hope my guardians will have too 
much compaffion, to barter my peace of mind 
for any confideration of intereft or fortune,” 
_ Upon my word, Mifs Liddy! (faid fhe) you have 
profited by the example of your good aunt—I 
comprehend your meaning, and will explain it 
when I have a proper opportunity—In the mean 
time, I fhall take my leave—Madam, your moft 
“6 obedient, and devoted humble fervant,” faid the, 
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206 THe EXPEDITION or 


advancing clofe up to my fifter, and curtfying fo_ | 


low, that I thought fhe intended to fquat herfelf 
down on the floor—This falutation Tabby returned 
_ with equal folemnity ; and the exprefflion of the 
two faces, while they continued in this attitude, 
would be no bad fubjeé for a pencil like that of 
the incomparable Hogarth, if any fuch fhould 
ever appear again, in thefe times of dulnefs and de- 
generacy. | 

Jerry accompanied her ladyfhip to her houfe, 
that he might have an opportunity to reftore the 
etuis to Barton, and advife him to give up his fuit, 
which was fo difagreeable to his filter, againfe 
whom, however, he returned much irritated.— 
Lady Grifkin had affured him, that Liddy’s heart 
was pre-occupied; and immediately the idea of 
Wilfon recurring to his imagination, his family- 
pride took the alarm—He denounced vengeance 
againft that adventurer, and was difpofed to be very 
peremptory with his fifter ; but I defired he would 
de aby his refentment, until I fhould have talked 
with her in private. ' : 

The poor girl, when I earneftly preffed her on 
this head, owned, with a flood of tears, that Wik 
fon had a€tually come to the Hot Well at Briftol, 
and even introduced himfelf into our lodgings as a 
Jew pediar; but that nothing had pafled betwixt 
them, further than her begging him to withdraw 
_ immediately, if he had any regard for her peace of 
mind: that he had difappeared accordingly, after 
having attempted to prevail upon my fifter’s maid 
to deliver a letter; which, however, fhe refufed 

to receive, though fhe had confented to carry a 
meffage, importing that he was a gentleman of a 
good family, and that, in a very little time, he 
would avow his paffian in that chara@er—She cone 
feffed, that, although he had not kept his word in 
this particular, he was not yet altogether indifferent 

to 
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~ « 


ferious than I expeéted 
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to her affeGtion ; but folemnly promifed, fhe would | 
never carry on any correfpondence. with him, or 
any other admirer, for the future, without the pri- 
vity and approbation of her brother and me. 

By this declaration, fhe made her own peace with 
Jerry; but the hot-headed boy is more than ever - 
incenfed againft Wilfon, whom he now confiders as - 
an impoftor, that harbours fome infamous defign 
upon the honour of his family—As for Barton, he 
was not alittle mortified to find his prefent return 
ed, and his addrefles fo unfavourably received; but 
he is not a man to be deeply affeGted by fuch difap- : 


‘pointments; and I know not whether he is not as 


well pleafed at being difcarded by Liddy,.as he 
would have been with a permiffion to profecute hig 
pretenfions, at the rifque of being every day ex- 


_ pofed to the revenge or machinations of ‘Tabby, 


who is not to be flighted with impunity—I had 
not much time to moralize on thefe occurrences 3 
for the houfe was vifited* by a conftable and hig 
gang, with a warrant from juftice Buzzard, ta 
fearch the box of Humphry Clinker, my footman, 
who was juft apprehended as a highwayman— This 
incident threw the whole family into confufion, 
My fifter fcolded the conftable for prefuming ta 
enter the lodgings of a gentleman on fuch an ere 
rand, without having firft afked and obtained per- 
miffion ; her maid was frightened into fits, and 
Liddy fhed tears of compaflion for the unfortunate 
Clinker, in whofe box, however, nothing was found 
to confirm the fufpicion of robbery. 

For my own part, I made no doubt of the fel~ 
low’s being miftaken for fome other perfon, and I 


went dire@tly to the juftice, in order to procure his 


difcharge; but there I found the matter much more. 
Poor Clinker ftood 
trembling at the bar, furrounded by thief-takers ;, 
“ at a little diftance, a __ fquat fellow, a 

poftilion, 
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_ poftilion, his accufer, who had feized him in the 
ftreet, and fwore pofitively to his perfon, that the 
faid Clinker had, on the 15th day of March laft, 
on Blackheath, robbed a gentleman in a poft-chaife, 
which he (the poftilion) drove This depofition 
was fufficient to juftify his commitment; and he 
was fent accordingly to Clerkenwell prifon, whi- 
ther Jerry accompanied him in the coach, in order 


to recommend him properly to the keeper, that he © 


may want for no convenience which the place 
affords. 
The {peGators, who affembled to fee this high- 
wayman, were fagacious enough to difcern fome- 
thing very villainous in his afpeét, which (begging 
their pardon) is the very piture of fimplicity ; and 
the juftice himfelf put a very safavouraie con 
RruGion upon fome of his anfwers, which, he faid, 
favoured of the ambiguity and equivocation of an 
old offender; but, in my opinion, it would have 
been more juft and humzne to impute them to the 
confufion into which we may fuppofe a poor coun- 
try lad to be thrown on fuch an occafion. 1] am 
ftill perfuaded he is innocent ;, and, in this perfua- 


fion, I can do no lefs than ufe my utmoft endea- 


vours that he may not be oppreffed—I thall, to- 
morrow, fend my nephew to wait on the gentle- 
inan who was robbed, and beg he will have the hu- 
manity to go and fee the prifoner; that, in cafe he 
fhould find him quite different from the perfon of 
the highwayman, he may bear teftimony in his be- 
half Howfoever it may fare with Clinker, this 
curfed affair will be to me produ@tive of intole- 
rable chagrin I have already caught a dreadful’ 
cold, by rufhing into the open air from the juftice’s 
parlour, where I had been ftewing in the crowd ; 


and tho’ I fhould not be laid up with the gout, as I _ 


believe I fhall, I. muft ftay at London for fome 


weeks, till this poor devil comes to his trial at Ro-- _ 


ra : 


 «Chefter ; 
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chefter; fo that, in all probability, my Northern 
expedition is blown up. 

If you can find any thing in your philofophical 
budget, to confole me in the midft of .thefe di- 
ftreffes and apprehenfions, pray let it be commu- 
‘nicated to | 

Your unfortunate friend, 


London, June 12. Matt. BRAMBLE. — 
DL ela CRP LOAS, 


To Sir Warxin Putturps, Bart. of Jefus col- 
lege, Oxon. 


DEAR WAT, 


T HE farce is finifhed, and another piece of a 
graver caft brought upon the ftage. Our aunt 
made a defperate attack upon Barton, who had na 
other way of faving himfelf, but by leaving her in 
poflicfiion of the feld, and avowing his pretenfions 
to Liddy, by whom he has been reje@ed in his turn. 
‘Lady Grifkin a&ted as his advocate and agent on 
- this occafion, with fuch zeal as embroiled her with 
Mrs. Tabitha, and a high fcene of altercation paffed 
betwixt thefe two religionifts, which might have 
come to aCicn, had not my uncle interpofed. - 
They are, however, reconciled, in confequence of 
an event which hath involved us all in trouble and 
difquiet. You muft know, the poor preacher, 
Humphry Clinker, is now exercifing his miniftry 
among the felons in Clerkenwell prifon.—A pofti- 
lion having fworn a robbery againft him, no bail 
could be taken, and he was committed to jail, not- 
withftanding all the remonftrances and intereft my 
unele could make in his behalt, : 


All 


210 THE EXPEDITION or 


All things confidered, the poor fellow cannot 
poflibly be guilty, and yet, J believe, he runs fome 
rifque of being hanged.—-Upon his examination, 
he anfwered with fuch hefitation and referve, as 
perfuaded moft of the people, who crowded the 
place, that he was really a knave, and the juftice’s 
remarks confirmed their opinion. Exclufive of my 
uncle and myfelf, there was only one perfon who 
feemed inclined to favour the culprit—He was a 
young man, well dreffed, and, from the manner in 
whichhe crofs-examined the evidence, we took it for 
granted, that he was a ftodent in one of the inns 
of court.—He freely checked the juftice for fome 
uncharitable inferences he made to the prejudice 
of the prifoner, and even ventured to difpute with 
his worfhip on certain points of law. 

My uncle, provoked at the unconneéted and du- 
bious anfwers of Clinker, who feemed in danger of 
falling a facrifice to his own fimplicity, exclaimed, 
** In the name of God, if you are innocent, fay 
** fo.” * No, (cried he) God forbid that I fhould 
* call myfelf innocent, while my confcience is bure 
*¢ dened with fin.” * What then, you did com- 
** mit this robbery ?”? refumed his mafter. ‘* No, 
** fure (faid he) bleffed be the Lord, I’m free of 
** that guilt.” 

Here the juftice interpofed, obferving, that the 
- nan feemed inclined to make a difcovery by turn- 
ing king’s evidence, and defired the clerk to take 
his confeffion; upon which Humphry declared, 
that he looked upon confeffion to be a popifh fraud, 
invented by the whore of Babylon. The Templar 
affirmed, that the-poor fellow was non compos; and 
exhorted the juftice to difcharge him as a lunatic. 
“¢ ‘You know very well (added he) that the rob- 
“« bery in queftion was not committed by the 
“* prifoner.” _ | 


The 
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The thief-takers grinned at one another; and | 
Mr. Juftice Buzzard replied with great emotion, 
*¢ Mr. Martin, I defire you will mind your own 
“ bufinefs; I fha!l convince you one of thefe days 
“© that I underftand mine.” In fhort, there was 
no remedy; the mittimus was made out, and poor 
Clinker fent to prifon in a hackney-coach, guard- 
ed by the conftable, and accompanied by your 
humble fervant. By the way, I was not a little 
furprifed to hear this retainer to juftice bid the 
prifoner to keep up‘his fpirits, for that he did not 
at all doubt, but that he would get off for a few 
weeks confinement.—He faid, his worfhip knew 
very well that Clinker was innocent of the fad, 
and that the real highwayman, who robbed the 
chaife, was no other than that very individual Mr. 
Martin, who had pleaded fo ftrenuoufly for honeft 
Humphry. | | 

Confounded ‘at this information, I  afked, » 
« Why then is he fuffered to go about at his li- 
“ berty, and this poor inocent fellow treated asa 
<* malefaGtor 2??? ** We have exaé intelligence of 
* all Mr. Martin’s tranfaétions ; (faid he) but as 
«* yet there is notevidence fufficient for his con- 
«© vidtion; and as for this young man, the juftice 
** could do no lefs than commit him, as the pofti- 


© lion fwore point-blanktohis identity.” ¢ So if 


** this rafcally poftilion fhould perfift in the falfity 
“* to which he is fworn, (faid I) this innocent lad 
«* may be brought to the gallows.” 

The conftable obferved, that he would have 
time enough to prepare for his trial, and might 
prove an alibi; or, perhaps, Martin might be 
apprehended and convicted for another fact; in’ 
which cafe, he might be prevailed upon to take 
this’ affair upon himfelf; or, finally, if thefe 
chances fhould fail, and the evidence ftand good. 
againft Clinker, the jury might recommend him. 

i ta 
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to mercy, inconfideration of his youth, efpecially 
tf this fhould appear to be the firft fa@ of which 
be had been guilty. 

Humphry owned, he could not pretend to re- 
eolle& where he had been on the day when the 
robbery was committed, much lefs prove a cir-. 
cumftance of that kind fo far back as fix menths, 
though he knew he had been fick of the fever 
and ague, which, however, did not prevent him 
from going abeut—then, turning up his eyes, he 
ejaculated, © The Lord’s will be done! if it be 
«+ my fate to fuffer, I hope | fhall not difgrace 
‘¢ the faith, of which, though unworthy, [ make 
*¢ profeffion,” 

_ When I expreffed my furprize, that the accufer. 
fhould perfift in charging Clinker, without taking 
the leaft notice of the real robber, who ftood be- 
fore him, and to whom, indeed, Humphry bore 
not the fmalleft refemblance; the conftable (who 
was himfelf a thief-taker) gave me to under. 
fland, that Mr. Martin was the beft qualified for 
bufinefs of all the gentlemen on the road he had 
ever known ; that he had always a&ed on his own. 
— bottom, without partner or correfpondent, and. 
never went to work, but: when he was cool and 
fober; that his courage and prefence of mind: 
never failed him; that his addrefs was genteel, - 
and his behaviour void of all cruelty and infolence ; 
that he never encumbered himfelf. with watches 
or trinkets, nor even with bank-notes, but always. 
dealt for ready money, and that in the current 
coin of the kingdom ; and that he could difguife 
himfelf and his horfe in fuch a manner, that, after 
the aQion, it was impoffible to recognize either 
the one or the other—‘* This great man (faid he) 
‘¢ has reigned paramount in all the roads within 
«* fifty miles of London above fifteen months, and 
“« has done more bufinefs in that time, than all 

‘* the 
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ss the reft, of the profeffion put together; for 
¢¢ thofe who pafs through his hands are fo delicate- 
‘ ly dealt with, that they have no defire to give 
s¢ him the leaft difturbance; but for all that, his | 
‘¢ race is almoft run—he is now fluttering about 
«© juftice, like a moth about a candle—there are © 
«¢ fo many lime-twigs laid in his way, that Ill 
‘© bet a cool hundred, he fwings before Chritt- 
6¢ mas.” 
Shall I own to you, that this portrait, drawn 
by a ruffian, heightened by what I myfelf had ob- 
fetved in his deportment, has interefted me warm- 
ly in the fate of poor Martin, whom nature feems 
to have intended for a ufeful and honourable mem- 
ber of that community upon which he now preys 
for fubfiftence? It feems, he lived fome time qs 
aclerk to a timber merchant, whofe daughter 
‘Martin having privately married, was difcarded, 
and his wife turned out of doors. She did not 
long furvive her marriage; and Martin, turning 
fortune-hunter, could not fupply his occafions any 
other way, than by taking to the road, in which 
he has travelled hitherto with uncommon fuccefs. 
—He pays his refpe&s regularly to Mr. Juftice 
Buzzard, the thief-catcher-general of this metro- 
polis, and fometimes they fmoke a pipe together 
very lovingly, when the converfation generally 
turns upon the nature of evidence.—The juftice 
has given him fair warning to take care of him- 
felf, and he has received his caution in good part. 
‘Hitherto he has baffled all the vigilance, art, 
‘and a@tivity of Buzzard and his emiffaries, with 
-fuch conduét as would have done honour to the 
genius of a Cafar or a Turenne; but he has one 
~weaknefs, which has proved fatal to all the heroes 
of his tribe, namely, .an indifcreet devotion to 
the fair fex, ‘and, in all probability, he will be at- 
tacked on thisdefencelefs quarter. . 


Be 
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Be that as it may, I faw the body of poor 
Clinker configned to the gaoler of Clerkenwell, 
‘to whofe indulgence I recommended him fo effec- 
tually, that he received him in the moft hofpitable 
manner, though there was a neceffity for equipping 
him with a fuit of irons, in which he made a very 
rueful appearance. ‘The poor creature feemed as 
much affe€&ted by my uncle’s kindnefs, as by his 
own misfortune. When I affured him, that ne- 
thing fhould be left undone for procuring his en- 
largement, and making his confinement eafy in 
‘the mean. time, he fell down on his knees, and 
‘kiffing my hand, which he bathed with his tears, 
«© O "fquire! (eried he, fobbing) what fhallI fay ? 
“« —I can’t—no, I can’t fpeak—my poor heart 
*‘ is burfting with gratitude to you and m 
© dear dear—generous—noble benefaGor.”’ 

I proteft, the fcene became fo pathetic, that I 
was fain to force myfelf away, and returned to 
my uncle, who fent me in the afternoon with a 
compliment to one Mr. Mead, the perfon who had 
been robbed on Black-heath. As I did not find - 
him at home, I left a mefflage, in confequence of 
which he called at our lodgings this morning, and 
very humanely agreed to vifit the. prifoner. By 

‘this time, lady Grifkin had come to make her 
_ formal compliments of condolance to Mrs. Tabi- 
tha, on this domeftic calamity ; and that prudent 
maiden, whofe paffion was now cooled, thought 
proper to receive her ladyfhip fo civilly, that a 
reconciliation immediately enfued. Thefe two 
‘ ladies refolved to comfort the poor prifoner in their 
own perfons, and Mr. Mead and I *fquired them. | 
to Clerkenwell, my uncle being detained at home 
by fome flight complaints in his ftomach and 


~ bowels. | 
<* 2 The 
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The turnkey, who received us at Clerkenwell, 
‘looked remarkably fullen; and when we enquired 
for Clinker, ‘© I don’t care, if the devil had him; 
«« (faid he) here has been nothing but canting and 
«© praying fince the fellow entered the place.— 
*¢ Rabbit him! the tap will be ruined—we han’t 
‘s {old a cafk of beer, nor a dozen of wine, fince 
*¢ he paid his garnifh—the gentlemen get drunk 
‘¢ with nothing but your damned religion.——For 
my part, I believe as how your man deals with 
s¢ the devil.— Two or three as bold hearts as ever 


Aa 


«© took the air upon Hounflow, have been blub- 


‘¢ bering all night; and if the fellow an’t {peedi- 
*< ly removed by Habeas Corpus, or otherwife, 
<¢ [ll be damn’d if there’sa grain of true -fpirit 
we fhan’t havea foul 
*€ to docredit to the place, or make his exit like 
‘<¢ a true-born Englifhman—damn my eyes! there 
*¢ will be nothing but fnivelling in the cart—we 
at thal all die hke fo many plates Heine: wea- 
“* vers.’ 

In ree we found that Humphry was, at that 
very inftant, haranguing the felons in the chapel; 
and that the gaoler’ s wife and daughter, together 


with my aunt’s woman, Win. Jenkins, and our 


houfe-maid, were among the audience, which we 
immediately joined. I never faw any thing fo 
ftrongly picturefque as this congregation of felons 
clanking their chans, in the midft of whom ftood 
orator Clinker, expatiating, in.a tranfport of 


‘fervor, on the torments of hell, denounced in 
‘{cripture againft evil-doers, comprehending mur- 


derers, robbers, thieves, and whoremongers, ‘The 
variety of attention exhibited in the faces of thofe 


‘ragamuffins, formed a groupe that would not have 


difgraced the pencil of a Raphael. In one, it 
denoted admiration ; in another, doubt; ina third, 


‘difdain; ina fourth, contempt 5 in a filth, terror ; 


in 
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ina fixth, derifion; and in a feventh, indignation. 
—As for Mrs. Winifred Jenkins, fhe was tn tears, 
overwhelmed with forrow; bat whether for her 
own fins, or the misfortune ef Clinker, I cannot 
pretend to fay. The other females feemed to 
liften with a mixture of wonder and devotion. 
The gaoler’s wife declared he was a faint in trou- 
ble, faying, fhe wifhed from her heart, there was 
fuch another good foul, like him, in- every gaol in 
England. | 
Mr. Mead, having earneftly furveyed the preach- 
et, declared his appearance was fo different from 
that of the perfon who robbed him on Black-heath, 
that he could freely make oath he was not the 
man: but Humphry himfelf was by this time 
pretty well rid of all apprehenfions of being hang- 
ed; for he had been the night before folemnly 
tried and acquitted by his fellow-prifoners, fome 
of whom he had already converted to methodifm, 
He now made proper acknowledgments for the 
‘honour of our vifit, and was permitted to kifs the 
hands of the ladies, who affured him, he might 
depend upon their friendfhip and proteG&ion. Lady 
Grifkin, in her great zeal, exhorted his fellow- 
| .prifoners to profit by the precious opportunity of 
having fuch a faint in bonds among them, and turn 
‘over a new leaf for the benefit of their poor fouls ; 
‘and, that her admonition might have the greater 
-effe, fhe reinforced it with her bounty. 
. While fhe and Mrs, Tabby returned in the 
-coach with the two maid-fervants, I waited on Mr. 
‘Mead to the houfe of juftice Buzzard, who, hav- 
ing heard his declaration, faid his oath could be 
-of no ufe at prefent, but that he would be a ma- 
terial evidence for the prifoner at his trial; fo that 
there feems to be no remedy but patience for poor 
-Clinker; and, indeed, the fame virtue, or medt- 
-cine, will be neceffary for us all, the [quire in 
| particular, 
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particular, who had fet his heart upon his excur- 
fion to the northward. : 
While we were vifiting honeft Humphry in 
Clerkenwell prifon, my uncle received a much 
more, extraordinary vifit at his own lodgings. Mr. 
Martin, of whom I have made. fuch honourable 
mention, defired permiffion to- pay. him his re- 
fpects, and was admitted accordingly. He told 
him, that having obferved him, at Mr. Buzzara’s, 
a good deal difturbed by what had happened to his 
fervant, he had come to affure him he had nothing 
to apprehend for, Clinker’s lite ; for if it was poffi- 
ble that any jury could find him guilty upon fuch 
evidence, he, Martin himfelf, would produce in 
court a perfon, whofe depofition would bring him 
off clear as the fun at noon.—Sure, the fellow 
would not be fo romantic as to take the robbery 
upon himfelf !—He faid, the poftilion was an in- 
famous fellow, who had been a dabbler in the fame 
profefhon, and faved his life at the Old Bailey by 
impeaching his companions; that being now re- 
duced to great poverty, he had made this defpe- 


rate pufh, to {wear away the life of an innocent 


man, in hopes of having the reward upon his. 
conviGtion; but that he would find himfelf mife- 
rably difappointed, for the juftice and his myrmi- 
dons were determined to admit of no interloper 
in this branch of bufinefs; and that he did not at 
a|l doubt but that they would find matter enough 
to fhop the evidence himfelf before the next gaol- 
delivery. He affirmed, that all thefe circumiftay- 


ces were well known tothe juftice; and that his 


feverity to Clinker was no other than a hint to his 
mafter to make him a prefent in private, as an 
acknowledgment of his candour and humanity. 
This hint, however, was fo unpalatable to Mr, 
Bramble, that he declared, with great warmth, - 
he would rather confine himfelf for life to London, 
VoL. I. K which 
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which he detefted, than be at liberty to leave it 
to-morrow, in confequence of encouraging cor- 
ruption in a magiftrate. Hearing, however, how 
favourable Mr. Mead’s report had been for the 
prifoner, he is refolved to take the advice of coun- 
fel in what manner to proceed for his immediate 
enlargement. I make no doubt, but that in a da 
or two this troublefome bufinefs may be difcufled ; 
and in this hope we are preparing for our journey. 
If our endeavours do not mifcarry, we fhall have 
taken the ficld before you hear again from 


Yours, 


London, June 11. J. Metrorp. 


THANK Heaven! dear Lewis, the clouds are 
difperfed, and I have now the cleareft profpe& of 
my fummer campaign, which, I hope, I fhall be 
able to begin to-morrow. I took the advice of 
counfel, with refpe&t to the cafe of Clinker, in 
whofe favour a lucky incident has intervened. The 
fellow who accufed him, has had his own battery 
turned upon himfelf.—Two days ago, he was ap- 
prehended tor a robbery on the highway, and. 
committed, on the evidence of an accomplice. 
Clinker, having moved for a writ of babeas corpus, 
was brought before the lord chief juftice, who, 
‘in confequence of an affidavit of the gentleman 
-who had been robbed, importing that the faid 
Clinker was not the perfon who ftopped him on 
the highway, as wellas in confideration of the 
poftillion’s chara@ter and prefent circumftances, 
was pleafed to order, that my fervant fhould be 
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admitted to bail, and ‘he has been difcharged’ ac- 
cordingly, to the unfpeakable’ fatisfaGtion of our 
whole family, to which he has recommended -him- 
felf in an extraoidinary manner, not only by his 
obliging deportment, but by his talents of preach-. 
ing, praying, ahd finging pfalms, which ‘he ‘has 
exercifed with’ fuch: effet; that even Fabby re- 
fpeéts him as achofen veffel. If there was any 
thing like affetation of hypocrify in this excefs of 
religion, I would not keep him in my fervice; 
but, fo far as I can obferve, the fellow’s chara€ter 
is downright fimplicity,, warmed with a kind of 
enthufiafm, which renders him very fufceptible of 
gratitude and attachment to his benefactors. 

As he is an excellent horfeman, and underftands 
farriery, I have bought a ftout gelding for his ule, 
that he may attend us onthe road, and have an 
eye to our cattle, ‘in cafe the coachman fhould not 
mind his bufinefs. My nephew, who is to ride 
his own faddle horfe, has taken, upon trial, a fer- 
vant juft come: from abroad with his former ma- 
fter, fir William Strollop, who vouches for his ho- 
nefty. The fellow, whofe name is Dutton, feems 
to be a petit-maitre.—He has got a fmattering of 
French, bows, and grins, and fhrugs, and takes 
Inuff a la mode de France, but values himfelf chiefly 
upor his fkill and-déxterity in hair-drefling—If I 
am not much deceived by appearance,’ he is, in 
all refpects, the very contraft of Humphry Clinker. 

- My fitter has made up matters with lady Grifkin; — 
though, L mutt: own, ° ‘+ fhould not have been forry 
to fee-that connexion entirely deftroyed: but Tabby — 
is not of a difpofition to forgive Barton, who, 1. 
underftand, is gone to his feat in Berkfhire for the 
fummer feafon.. I cannot help fufpe&ing, that in 
the treaty of peace, which has been lately ratified 
betwixt thofe-two females, it is ftipulated, that her 
ladythip fhall ufe her beft endeavours to provide 
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an agrecable help mate for our fifter Tabitha, who 
feems to be quite defperate in her matrimonial de- 
figns. Perhaps, the match-maker is to have a 
valuable confideration in the way of. brokerage, 
which fhe will moft certainly deferve, if fhe can 
find any man in his, fenfes, who. will yoke with 
Mrs, Bramble from. motives of affe@ion or in- 
tereft. 

I find my fpirits and my health affe&t each 
other reciprocally—that is to fay, every thing that 
difcompofes my mind, produces a correfpondent 
diforder in my body; and my bodily complaints 
are remarkably mitigated by thofe confiderations 
that diffipate the clouds of mental chagrin— ‘The 
imprifonment of Clinker brought on thofe fymp- 
toms which I mentioned in'my laft, and now they 
are vanifhed at his difcharge.—It mutt be owned, 
indeed, I took fome of the tin&ure of ginfeng, 
prepared according to your:prefcription, and found 
it exceedingly grateful.to the ftomach; but the 
pain and ficknefs continued to return, after fhort 
intervals, till the anxtety of my mind was entirely 
removed, and then I found myfelf perfeétly at eafe. 
We have had fair weather thefe ten days, to the 
aftonifhment of the Londoners, who think it por- 
tentous. If you enjoy. the fame indulgence in 
Wales, I hope Barns has got my hay made, and 
fafe cocked, by this time, As we fhall bein mo- 
tion for fome weeks, I cannot expe¢t to hear from 
you as ufual; but I. thall continue to write from 
every place at which we'make any halt, that you 
may know our track, in cafe it fhould be neceflary 
to communicete any thing (O., Se ey 


Your affured friend, Bh Hite Se tas 


London, June 14. Marr. Be amace. 
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. To Mrs. Miz Jones, at Brambleton-hall, &c. 


DEAR MARY, 

- HAVING the occafion of myicoufin Jenkins. a 
Aberga’ ny, I fend you, asa token, a turkey-fhell 
comb, a kiple of yards of green ribbon, and a: 
farment upon the nothingnefs of good: works, which 
was preached in the ‘Tabernacle; and you will 
alfo receive a horn-buck for Saul, whereby fhe may 
learn her letters; for I’m much confarned about 
the ftate of her poor fole—and what are all the 
purfuits of this life to the confarns of that im- 
mortal part ?—What is life but a veil of affliction? 
—~-O Mary ! .the whole family have been in fuch 
a conftipation !—Mr, Clinker has been in trouble, 
but the gates of hell have not been able to prevail 
againft him.—His virtue is like poor gonld, feven 
times tried in the fire. He was tuck up for a rub- 
bery, and had before guftafs Bufshard, who made. 
his mittamoufe ; and the pore youth was fent to 
prifon upon the falfe oaf of a willian, that wanted 
to {ware his life away for the looker of cain. 

The *fquire did all in his power, but could not 
prevent nis being put in chains, and confined 
among common manufactors, where he ftud like 
an innocent fheep in the midft of wolves and ty-- 
gers.—Lord knows, what mought have happened 
to this pyehoufe young man, if mafter had not 
applied to Apias Korkus, who lives with the ould 
bailiff, and is, they fay, five hundred years Ould, 
(God blefs us!) and acongeror: but, if he be, 
fure Tam he don’t deal with the devil, otherwife 
he wouldn’t have fought out Mr. Clinker, as he. 
did, in fpite of ftone wal!s, iron bolts, and double 
locks, that flew open at his command; for Ould. 
Scratch has not a greater enemy upon hearth than 
Mr. Aches who: isy indeed, a very powerfull | 
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labourer in the Lord’s vineyard. I do no more 
than yufe the words of my good lady, who has 
got the infectual calling; and, I trutt, that even 
mpfelf, though unworthy, fhall find greafe to be 
excepted.—Mifs Liddy has been touch’d to the 
quick, but 13 a fittle timosfome: howfomever, I | 
make no doubt, but fhe, and all of us, will be. 
brought, by. the endeavours of. Mr,. Clinker, :to . 
produce bleffed fruit of generation and :epentance. 
—As for mafter and the young ’{quire, they have 
as yet had narro glimpfe of the new light.—I doubt 
as how their harts are hardened by worldly witdom, 
which, as the pyebill faith, is foolifhnefs in the 
fight of God. 

O Mary Jones, pray without feizing for stalk 
to prepare you for the operations of this wonder- 
ful inftrument, which, I hope, will be exorcifed 
this-winter upon you and others at Brambleton- 
hall.— To-morrow, we are to fet out in a cox and 
four for Yorkfhire; and, I believe, we fhall travel 
that way far, and far, and farther than I can tell; 
but I fhan’t go fo far as to forget my friends ; and 
Mary Jones will always be remembred as one of 
them by her . 

humble farvant, 
London, June rq. Win. JENKINS. 


ULM LENIN ELLA 


To Mrs. Gwytum, houfe-keeper at Brambleton- 
hali. . 


MRS. GWYLLIM,y 


I CAN’T help thinking it very ftrange, that IL 
never had an antwer to the letter I. wrote you 
fome weeks ago from Bath, concerning the four 
peat the gander, and the maids eating butter, 


which 
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which I won’t allow to be wafted—We are now 
geing upon a long gurney to the north, whereby 
1 defire you will redouble your care and circum- 
flexion, that the family may be well manged in 
our abfence; for, youknow, you muft render ac- 
cunt, not only to your earthly mafter, but alfo 
to him that is above; and if you are found a gdod 
and faithfull farvant, great will be your reward in 
haven. I hope there will be twenty ftun of cheefe 
ready for market by the time I get huom, and as 
much owl fpun, as will make half a dozen pair of 
blankets; and that the favings of the butter-milk 
will fetch me a good penny before Martinmafs, 
as the two pigs are to be fed for baking with bitch- 
matt and acrons. 

I wrote to do€tor Lews for the fame porpnifs, 
but he never had the good manners !o take the 
leaft notice of my letter ; for which reafon, I fhall 
never favour him with another, though he befhits 
me on his bended knees. You will do well to 
keep a watchfull eye over the hind Villiams, who 
is one of his amiffories, and, I believe, no better 
than he fhould be at bottom. God forbid that I 
fhould lack chriftian charity ; but charity begins 

at huom, and fure nothing. can be a more charita- 
ble work than to rid the family of fuch vermine. 
I do fuppofe, that the brindled cow has been had 
to the parfon’s bull, that old Moll has had another _ 
litter of pigs, and that Dick 1s become a mighty 
moufer, Pray order every thing for the beft, and 
he frugal, and: keep the maids to their labour.— 
If I had a private opportunity, I would fend them 
fome hymns to fing initead of profane ballads ; 
but, as [can’t, they and you muft be contented 
with the prayers of | 
=. 2 3 Your affured friend, | 
- London, June 14. . ‘T, BRAMBLE. 
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‘To Sir Warxin Puittips, Bart. of Jefus ccl- 
lege, Oxon. . 


DEAR PHILLIFS, 


THE very day after T wrote my laft, Clinker - 
was fet at liberty—As Martin had foretold, the 
accufer was himfelf committed for a ‘robbery, upon 
unqueftionable evidence. He had been for fome 
time in the fnares of the thief-taking fociety 5 
who, refenting his prefumption in attempting to 
incroach upon their monopoly of impeachment, 
had him taken up and committed to Newgate, on 
the depofition of an aecomplice, who has been ad- 
mitted as evidence for the king. The poftillion 
being upon record as an old offender, the chief 
juftice made no fcruple of admitting Clinker to 
bail, when he perufed the affidavit of Mr. Mead, 
mmporting that the faid Clinker was not the perfon 
that robbed him on Blackheath; and honeft Hum- 
phry was difcharged—When he came home, he 
expreffed great eagernefs to pay his refpeéts to his 
matter, and here his elocution failed him, but his 
filence was pathetic; he fcll down at his feet, and 
embraced his knees, fhedding a flood of tears, 
which my uncle did not fee without emotion 
He took fnuff in fome confufion; and, putting his 
hand in his pocket, gave him his bleffing in fome- 
thing more fubftantial than words—‘* Clinker, 
‘6 (faid he) I am fo well convinced, both of your 
‘¢ honefty and courage, that I am refolved to make 
‘© you my life-guard-man on the highway.” 

’ He was accordingly provided with a cafe of 
piftols, and a carbine to be flung a-crofs his fhoul- 
ders; and every other preparation being made, we 
fet out out aft Thurfday, at feven in the morn- 
ng my uncle, with - the. three women in the 
coach; 
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coach; Humphry, well mounted on a black gel- © 
ding bought for his ufe; myfelf a-horfeback, at- 
tended by my new valet, Mr. Dutton, an exceed- 
ing coxcomb, frefh from his travels, whom I have 
taken upon trial—The fellow wears a folitaire, 
ufes paint, and takes rappee with all the grimace 
of aFrench marquis. At prefent, howeyer, -he is 
in a riding-drefs, jack-boots, leather breeches, a 
{carlet waiftcoat, with gold binding, a laced hat, 
a hanger, a French polting- whip in his hand, and 
his hair en queue. 
| Before we had gone nine miles, my horfe loft 
one of his thoes; fo that I was obliged to ftop at 
Barnet to have another, while the coach proceeded 
at an eafy pace over the common. About a mile 
fhort of Hatfield, the poftillions, flopping the car~_ 
riage, gave notice to Clinker that there were two 
fufpicious fellows a-horfeback, at the end of a lane, 
who feemed waiting to attack the coach. Hum- 
phry forthwith apprifed my uncle, declaring he 
would ftand by him ta the laft drop of his blood ; 
and, unflinging his carbine, prepared for aGion. 
The {quire had piftols in the pockets of the coach, 
and refolved to muke ufe of them diredtly ; but 
he was effeciually prevented by his female com- 
panions, who flung themfelves about his neck, and 
{creamed in :concerte--At that infant, who fhould 
come up ata hand-gallop, but Martin, the high- 
way-man, who, advancing to the coach, begged 
the ladies would compofe themfelves for a mo- 
ment; then, ‘defiring Clinker to follow him to the 
charge, he pulled a piftol out of his bofom, and they 
rode. up together to give battle to the rogues, who, 
having fired ata great liftance, fled acrofs the com- 
aon. They were in purfuit of the fugitives when 
I came up, not a little alarmed at the fbrieks in 
the coach, where I found my uncle in a violent 
rages are his periwig,. flruggling 20 difentans 
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gle himfelf from Tabby and the other two, and 
fwearing with great vociteration. Before I had 
time to interpofe, Martin and Clinker returned 
from the purfuit, and the former payed his com- 
pliments with great politenefs, giving us to un- 
derftand, that the fellows had fcampered off, and 
that he believed they were a couple of raw ’pren- 
tices from London. He commended Clinker for 
his courage, and {aid, if we would give him leave, 
he would have the honour to accompany us as far 
as Stevenage, where he had fome bufinefs. . 

The ‘fquire, having recolle€ted and adjufted 
himfelf, was the firft to laugh at hisown fituation ; 
but it was not without difficulty, that Tabby’s 


arms could be untwifted from his neck, Liddy’s — 


teeth chattered, and. Jenkins was threatened with 
a fit asufual. I had communicated to my uncle 
the chara@ter of Martin, as it was defcribed by 
the conftable, and he was much ftruck with tts 
fingularity—He could not fuppofe the fellow had 
any defign on our company, which was fo nume- 
rous and well armed; he therefore thanked him, 
for the fervice be had “jut done them, faid he would 
be glad of his company, and afked him. to dine 
with us at Hatfield. ‘This invitation might not 
have been agreeable to the ladies, had they known 
the real profeflion of our gueft, but: this was a 
fecret to all, except my uncle and myfelf—Mrs. 
Tabitha, however, would by no means confent to 
proceed with a cafe of loaded piftols in the coach, 
and they were forthwith. difcharged in complai- 
fance:to-her and the reft:of the women. 

Being gratified in’ this particular, fhe became 
remarkably good- -humoured,’. and at dinner be=- 
haved in the moft affable manner to Mr. Martin, 
with whcfe polite addrefs and agreeable converf{a- 
tion fhe !.cmed to be much taken. After dianer, 
the landlord accofting mc in the yard, afked, with 

a fignificant 
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a fignificant look, if the gentleman that rode the 
forrel belonged to our company ?—TI underftood his 
meaning, but anfwered, no; that he had come up 
with us on the common, and helped us to drive 
away two fellows, that looked like highwaymen— 
_ He nodded three times diftin@ly, as much as to 
fay, he knows his cue. ‘Then he inquired, if one 
of thofe men was mounted on a bay mare, and the 
other on a chefnut gelding with a white ftreak 
down his forehead ? and being anfwered in the af- 
firmative, he aflured me, they had robbed three 
poft-chaifes this very morning—lI inquired, in my 
turn, if Mr. Martin was of his acquaintance ? and, 
nodding thrice again, he anfwered, that be bad feen 
the gentleman. | 

Before we left Hatfield, my uncle, fixing his - 
eyes on Martin with fuch expreffion as is more 
eafily conceived than defcribed, atked, if he often 
travetled that road? and he replied with a look 
which cencted his underftanding the queftion, that 
he very feldom did bufinefs-in that part of the 
country. Ina word, this adventurer favoured us 
. with his company to the neighbourhood of Steven- 
age, where he took his leave of the coach and me, 
in very polite terms, and turned off upon a crofs- 
road, that led to a village on the left.—At fupper, 
Mrs. Tabby was very full in the praife of Mr. 
Martin’s good-fenfe and good-breeding, and feemed 
to regret that fhe had not a further opportunity to 
make fome experiment upon his affce€tion. In the 
morning, my uncle was nota little furprifed to re- 
ceive, from the waiter, a billet couched in thefe. 
words :— . | 


“Sir, | | - 

_ T could eafily perceive from your looks, when 

“* T had the honour to converfe with you at Hat- 
** field, that my character is not unknown to you, 
i ‘* and, 
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«¢ and, I dare fay, you won’t think it ftrange, that 
<¢ I fhould be glad to change my prefent way of 
<¢ life, for any honeft occupation, let it be ever fo 
‘© humbl-, that will afford me bread in moderation, 
«© and fleep in fafety.—Perhaps you may think I 
flatter, when I fay, that from the moment I 
«* was witnefs to your generous concern in the 
“‘ caufe of your fervant, I conceived a particular 
efteem and veneration for your perfon; and yet 
<< what I fay is true. I fhould think myfelf hap- 
<¢ py, if I could be admitted into your prote&tion 
<¢ and fervice, as houfe-fteward, clerk, butler, or 
<¢ bailiff, for either of which places I think myfel€ 
«© tolerably well qualified; and, fure I am, I fhould 
s* not be fuund deficient in gratitude and fidelity : 
«¢ at the fame time, I am very fenfible how much 
ss you muft deviate from the common maxims of 
‘6 difcretion, even in putting my profeflions to the 
«6 trial; but I don’t look upon you as a perfon that 
‘¢ thinks in the ordinary ftile; and the delicacy of 
«© my fituation will, I know, juftify this addrefs to 
_ 6¢ a heart warmed with beneficence and compaf- 
‘© fion.—Underftanding you are going pretty far 
«¢ north, I fhall take an opportunity to throw my- 
«¢ felf in your way again, before you reach the 
“© borders of Scotland; and, I hope, by that time, 
«© you will have taken into confideration the truly 
‘¢ diftrefsfyl cafe of, 
| ‘¢ Honoured Sir, 
«© Your very humble, 
«© and devoted fervant, 
© EpwakD MartTiIn.”? 


a 


nw 


€ 
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The ’fquire, having perufed this letter, put it 
into my hand, without faying a fyllable; and, 
when I had read it, we Jooked at each other in 
filence. From a certain {parkling in his eyes, I dif- 
covered there was more in his heart, than he cared 

; i to 
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to exprefs with his tongue, in favour of poor Mar. 
tin; and this was precifely my own feeling, which 
he did not fail to difcern, by the fame means of 
communication ‘© What fhall we do (faid he) 
S6 to fave this poor finner from the gallows, and 
“6 make him a ufeful member of the common- 
‘© wealth? And yet the proverb fays, Save a thief 
‘© from the gellows, and he’ll cut your throat.” 
I told him, I really believed Martin was capable of 

iving the proverb the lie; and that I fhould 
beaitily concur in any ftep he might take in fa- 
vour of his folicitation. We mutually refolved to 
deliberate upon the fubje&, and, in the mean time, 
proceeded on our journey. The roads, having 
been broke up by the heavy rains in the fpring, 
were fo rough, that although we travelled very 
flowly, the jolting occafioned fuch pain to m 
uncle, that he was become exceedingly peevi 
when we arrived at this place, which lies about 
eight miles from the poft-road, between Wetherby 
and Boroughbridge. 

Harrigate-water, fo celebrated for its efficacy in 
the fcurvy and other diftempers, is fupplied from 
a copious fpring, in the hollow of a wild common, 
round which, a good many houfes have been built 
for the convenience of the drinkers, though few of 
them are inhabited. Moft of the company lodge 
at fome diftance, in five feparate inns, fituated in 
different parts of the common, from whence they 
go every morning to the well, in their own car- 
siages. The lodgers of each inn form a diftin@ 
fociety, that eat together; and there is a commo- 
dious public room, where they breakfaft in difha~ 
bille, at feparate tabies, from eight o’clock tiJl 
eleven, as they chance or choofe to come in—Here © 
alfo they drink tea in the afternoon, and play at 
cards or dance in the evening. One cuftom, how- 
ever, prevails, which I look upon as a folecifm in 

7 politenefs, 
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politenefs.— The ladies treat with teain their turns; 
and even girls of fixteen are not exempted from this . 
fh>meful impofition.—There is a public ball: by fub- 
fcription every night at one of the houfes, to which all 
the company from the others are admitted by tickets; 
and, indeed, Harrigate treads upon the heels of 
Bath, in the articles of gaiety and diffipation—with 
this difference, however, that here we are more 
fociable and familiar. One of the inns is already 
full up to the very garrets, having no lefs than fifty 
lodgers, and as many fervants.. Our-family docs 
not exceed thirty-fix ; and-I fhould be ferry to fee 
the number augmented, as our accommodations 
won’t admit of much increafe. | 

At prefent, the company is more agreeable than 
one could expeé& from an accidental aflemblage of 
perfons, who are utter ftrangers to one another.— 
There feems to be a general difpofition among us 
to maintain good fellowfhip, and promote the pur- 
pofes of humanity, in favour of thofe who come 
hither on the fcore of health. I fee feveral faces 
-which we left at Bath, although the majority are 
-of the Northern counties, and many come from 
Scotland for the benefit of thefe waters.—In fuch 
-a variety, there muft be fome originals, among 


whom Mrs. Tabsttha Bramble is not the moft incon- 


fiderable—No place where there is fuch an inter- 


:courfe between the fexes, can be difagreeable to a 
Jady ot her views and temperament—She has had 


‘fome warm difputes at table, with a lame parfon 
from Northumberland, on the new birth, and the 


‘infignificance of moral virtue ; and her arguments | 


have been reinforced by an old Scotch lawyer, ina 
tye-periwig, who, though he has loft his teeth, 
and the ufe of his limbs, can ftill wag his tongue 
with great volubility. He has paid her fuch ful- 
fome compliments, upon her piety and learning, as 
feem to have won her heart ; and fhe, in her.turn, 

: treats 
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treats him with fuch attention, as indicates a defign 
upon his perfon; but, by all accounts, he is too 
much a fox to be inveigled into any {nare that fhe 


_ can lay for his affeQion. 


We do not propofe to ftay long at Harrigate, 
though, at prefent, it is our head: quarters, from 
whence we fhall make fome excurfions, to vifit 
two or three of our rich relations, who are fettled 
in this county.—Pray, remember me to all our 
friends of Jefus, and allow me to be fill, 
| Yours affe@tionatcly, 

- J. Mecrorp, 
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To Dr. Lewrs, 
DEAR DOCTOR, 

CONSIDERING the tax we pay for turnpikes, 
ithe roads of this country conftitute.a moft intole- 
Sable grievance. Between Newark and Weather- 
cby, I have fuffered more. from Jolting and fwing- 
ang, than ever I felt in.the whole courfe of my life, 
although the carriage is remarkably commodious 
and well hung, and the poftilions were very careful 
an.driving. 1am now fafely houfed at the New 
-‘Jnn at Harrigate, whither I came to fatisfy my cu- 
viofity, rather than with any view of advantage to 
-my health ; and, truly, after having confidered all 
:the parts and particulars of the place, I cannot ac- 
count for the concourfe of people one finds here, 
-upon any other principle but that of caprice, which 
-{eems to be the charadter of our nation. 

Harrigate is a wild common, . bare and . bleak, 
without tree or. fhrub, or the leaft figns of culti- 
vation ; and the people who come to drink the wa- 
ter, are crowded together in paltry inns, where the 
few tolerable rooms are monopolized by the friends 

_and favourites of the hovfe, and all the reft of the 
lodgers are obliged to put up with. dirty ‘holes, 
ae where 


Harrigate, June 23. 


232 Tue EXPEDITION oF 


where there is‘neither fpace, air, nor convenience. 
My apartment is about ten feet fquare; and when 
the folding bed is down, there is juft room fuffi- 
cient to pafs between it and the fire. One might 
expcea, indeed, that there would be no occafion 
for a fire at Midfummer ; but here the climate ts 
fo backward, that an afh tree, which our landlord 
has planted before my window, Is jult beginning 
to put forth its leaves ; and I am fain to have my 
bed warmed every night. | 

As for the water, which is faid to have effected 

fo many furprifing cures, I have drank it once, and 
the firft draught has cured me of all defire to re- 
peat the medicine.—Some people fay it {mells of 
rotten eggs, and others compare it to the fcourings 
of a foul gun.—lIt is generally fuppofed to be 
ftrongly impregnated with fulphur; and Dr. Shaw, 
in his book upan mineral waters, fays, he has feen 
flakes of fulphur floating inthe well--Pace tantiviri, 
J, for my part, have never obferved any thing 
like fulphur, either in or about the well, neithec 
do I find that any brimftone has ever been ex- 
tracted from the water. As for the fmell, if I 
may be allowed to judge from my own organs, it 
-is.exatly that of bilge-water ; and the. faline tafte 
-of it feems to declare, that it is nothing elfe than 
ifalt water putyified in the bowels of the earth. I 
-was obliged to hold my nofe.with one hand, while 
I advanced the'glafs to my mouth with the other; 
and after I had made fhitt to fwellow it, my fto- 
mach could hardly retain what it had received.— 
‘The only effe&s it produced were ficknefs, griping, 
and infurmountable difgu@—I can hardly mention 
it without puking.—The world. ts ftrangely mifled 
-by the affeQaticn of fingularity. I cannot help 
fufpeQing, that this water owes its reputation in a 
great meafure to its being fo ftrikingly offenfive-— 
On. the fame kind of analogy, a German doétor 
; « | has 
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has introduced hemlock and other poifons, as fpe- 
cifics, into the materia medica.—\ am perfuaded, 
that all the cures afcribed to the Harrigate water, 
would have been as efficacioufly, and infinitely 
more agreeably performed, by the internal and ex- 
ternal ufe of fea-water. Sure I am, this laft is 


“much lefs naufeous to the tafte and {mell, and 


much more gentle in its operation as a purge, as 
well as more extenfive in its medical qualities. 
Two days ago, we went acrofs the country to 
vifit fquire Burdock, who married a firft coufin 
of my father, an heirefs, who brought him an 
eftate of a thoufand a year. This gentleman 1s a 
declared opponent of the miniftry in parliament 5 
and, having an opulent fortune, piques himfelf 


- upon living in the country, and maintaining o/d 


Englifo bofpitality—By the bye, this is a phrafe 
very much ufed by the Englith themfelves, both in 
words and writing; but I never heard of it out of 
the ifland, except by way of irony and farcafm. 
What the hofpitality of our forefathers has been, 
I fhould be glad to fee recorded, rather in the 
memoirs of ftrangers who have vifited our coun- 
try, and were the ‘proper obje€ts and judges of 
fuch hofpitality, than in the difcourfe and lucubra- 
tions of the modern Englith, who feem to defcribe 
it from theory ard conjecture. Certain it is, we 
are generally looked upon by foreigners, as a people 
totally deftitute of this virtue; and I never was in 
any country abroad, where I did not meet with 
perfons of diftin@ion, who complained of having 
been inhofpitably ufed in Great Britain. A gentle- 
man of France, Italy, or Germany, who has enter- 
tained and lodged an Englifhman at his houfe, when 
he afterwards meets with his gueft at London, is 
afked to dinner at the Saracen’s-head, the Turk’s- 
head, the Boar’s-head, or the Bear, eats raw beef and 
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butter, drinks execr:ble port, and is allowed to 
pay his fhare of the reckoning. - 
But to return from this digreffion, which my 
feeling for the honour of my country obliged me 
to make our Yorkfhire coufin has been a 
mighty fox-hunter before the Lord; but now he is 
too fat and unwieldy to le:p ditches and five-bar 
gates; neverthelefs, he ftill kecps a pack of hounds, 
which are well exercifed ; and his huntfman every 
night entertains him with the adventures of the 
day’s chafe, which he recites ina tone and terms 
that are extremely curtous and fignificint. In the 
mean time, his broad brawn is fcratched by one 
of his grooms, This feilow, it feems, having 
no inclination to curry any beat out of the fta- 
ble, was at great pains to fcollop his nails in fuch 
a manner that the blood followed at every ftroke, 
—He was in hopes that he would be difmiffed 
from this difagreeable office, but the event turned 
out contrary to his expeétation.—His mafter de- 
_ Clared he was the beft fcratcher in the family; and 
now he will not fuffer any other fervant to draw a 

nail upon his carcafe, | 
The ’fquire’s lady is very proud, without being 
{tiff or inacceffible.. She receives even her infe= 
riofs in point of fortune with a kind of arrogant 
civility; but then fhe thinks fhe has a right to 
treat them with the moft ungracious freedoms of 
{peech, and never fails to let them know fhe is 
fenfible of her own fuperior affluence.—In a word, 
fhe {peaks well of no living foul, and has not one 
fingle friend in the world. Her hufband hates her 
mortally; but, although the brute is fometimes 
fo very powerful in him that he will have his own 
way, he generally truckles to her dominion, and 
dreads, like a fchool-boy, the lafh of her tongue. 
On the other hand, fhe is afraid of provoking him 
too far, left he fhould make fome defperate effort 
ta 


HUMPHRY CLINKER. 235 


to fhake off her yoke.—She, therefore, acquiefces 
in the proofs he daily gives of his attachment to 
the liberty of an Englith freeholder, by faying and 
doing, at his own table, whatever gratifies the 
brutality of his di!pcfition, or contributes to the 
eafe of his perfon. ‘The hou‘e, though large, is 
neither elegant nor comfortable.—It looks like a 
great inn, crowded. with travellers, who dine at 
the landlard’s ordinary, wliere there is a great pro- 
fufion of victuals and drink, but mine hoft feems 


to be milplaced ;, and I would rather dine upon | 


filberts with a hermit, than feed upon venifon with 
ahog. The footmen might be aptly compared to 
the waiters of a tavern, if they were more fer- 
viccable and lefs rapacious, but they are generally 
infclent and inattentive, and fo greedy, that, [ 
think, I can dine better, and for lefs expence, at 
the Star and Garter in Pall-mall, than at our 


coufin’s caflle in Yorkfhire. The {quire is not 


only accommodated with a wife, but he is alfo 
bleffed with an only fon, about two and twenty, 
juft returned from Italy, a complete fiddler and 
dillettante; and he flips wo opportunity of mani- 
fefting the moft perfect contempt for his own 
father. 

When we arrived, there was a family of fo- 
reigners at the houfe, on a vifit to this virtnofo, 
with whom they had been acquainted at the Spa; 
it was the.count de Melville, with his lady, on 
their way to Scotland. Mir. Burdock had met 
with an accident, in confequence of which both 
the count and I would have retired, but the young 
gentleman and his mother infited upon our ftaying 
dinner; and their ferenity feemed to be fo little 
ruffled by what had happened, that we complied 
with their invitation. The ’{quire had been 
brought home over night in his poft-chaife, fo 
terribly be:aboured about the pate, that he feemed 

to 
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to be ina ftate of ftupefaction, and had’ ever fince 
remained fpeechlefs. Acountry apothecary, called 
Grieve, who lived in a neighbouring village, hav- 
ing been called to his affiftance, had let him blood, 
and applied a poultice to his ‘head, declaring, that | 
he had no fever, nor any other bad fymptom but 
the lofs of fpeech, if he really had loft that facul- 
ty. But the young ’fquire faid this pradtitioner 
was an‘fgnerantaccio, that there was a fracture 
in the cranium, and that there was a neceffity for 
having him trepanned without lofs of time. His 
mother, efpoufing this opinion, had fent an ex- 
prefs to York for afurgeon to perform the operation, 
and he was already. come with his ’prentice and in- 
ftruments. Having examined the patient’s head, 
he began to prepare his dreffings ; though Grieve 
ftill retained his firft opinion that there was no frac- 
ture, and wasthe more confirmed in It as the 
*fquire had paffed the night in profound fleep, un- 
interrupted by any catching or convulfion. .The 
York furgeon faid he could not tell whether there 
was a fra€ture, until he fhould take off the fcalp; 
but, at any rate, the operation might be of fervice, 
in giving vent to any blood that might be extra- 
vafated, either above or below the dura mater. | 
The lady and her fon were clear for trying the 
experiment; and Grieve was difmiffed with fome 
marks of contempt, which, perhaps, he owed to 
the plainnefs of his appearance. He feemed to 
be about the middle age, wore his own black hair 
without any fort of dreffing; by his garb, one 
would have taken him for a quaker, but he had — 
none of the ftiffnefs of that feét, on the contrary, 
he was very fubmiffive, refpecttul, and remarka- 
bly taciturn. 

Leaving the ladies in an apartment by them- 
felves, we adjourned to the patient’s chamber, 
where the dreflings and inftruments were difplayed 

in 
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inorder upon a pewter difh. The operator, lay- 


ing afide his coat and periwig, equipped himfelf 


with a- night-cap, apron, and fleeves, while his 
*prentice and footman, feizing the ’fquire’s head, 
began to place it in a proper pofture. But 
mark what followed.—The patient, bolting up- 
right in the bed, collared each of thefe afliftants 
with the grafp of Hercules, exclaiming, in a bel- 
lowing tone, ‘ I ha’n’t lived fo long in Yorkfhire 
*€ to be trepanned by fuch vermin as you ;’’ and 
Jeaping’on the floor, put on his breeches quietly, 
to the aftonifhment of us all. The furgeon fill 
infifted upon the operation, alledging it was now 
plain that the brain was injured, and defiring the 
fervants to put him into bed again; but no body 
would venture to execute his orders, or even to 
interpofe: when the ’fquire turned him and his 
afliftants out of doors, and*threw his apparatus 
out at the window. Having thus afferted his pre- 
rogative, and put on his cloaths with the help of 
a valet, the count, with my nephew and me, were 
introduced by his fon, and received with his ufual 
file of ruftic civility; then turning to fignor 
Macaroni, with a farcaftic grin, “TI tell thee 
** what, Dick, -(faid he) a man’s fcull is not to 
‘* be bored every time his head is broken; and I’ll 
*€ convince thee and thy mother, that I ‘know 
‘© as many tricks ase’er an old fox in the Weft 
e¢ Riding. 2? 
We afterwards underftood he had quarrelled at 
a public houfe with an excifeman, whom he chal- 
Jenged. to a bout at fingle ftick, in which he had 
been worlted; and that the fhame of this defeat 
had tied. ‘up his tongue. As for madam, fhe had 
fhewn no concern tor his difafter, and now heard 
of his recovery without emotion.—she had taken 
fome little notice of my fifter and niece, though 
rather with a view to indulge her own rae 
| than 
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than out of any feutiment of regard to our family. 
—She faid Liddy was a fright, and ordered her 
woman to adjuft her head before dinner; but fhe 
would not meddle with Tabby, whofe {pirit, fhe 
foon perceived, was not to be irritated with im- 
punity. At table, fhe acknowledged me fo far as 
to fay fhe had heard of my father; though fhe 
hinted, that he had difobliged her family by mak- 
ing a poor match in Wales. She was dilagreeably 
familiarin her inquiries about our circumftances ; 
and afked, if I intended to bring up my nephew 
tothe law. I told her, that, as he had an inde- 
pendent fortune, he fhould follow no profeffion 
but that of ‘a country gentleman; and that I 
was not without hopes of procuring for him a feat 
in parliament. “¢ Pray, coufin, (faid fhe) what 
«© may his fortune be??? When I anfwered, that, 
with what I fhould be able to give him, he would 
have better than two thoufand a year, fhe replied, 
with a difdainful tofs of her head, that it would be 
impofhible for him to preferve his independence oh 
fuch a paltry provifion. 

Not a little nettled at this arrogant remark, I 
told her, I had the honour to fit in parliament 
with her father, when he had Iittle more than 
half that income; and I believed there wag not a 
more independent and incorruptible member in 
the houfe. ‘* Ay; but times are changed, (cried 
«© the fquire)—Country gentlemen now-a-days 
s¢ live after another fafhion. My table alone 
6 ftands me in acool thoufand a quarter, though 
«¢ T raife my own ftock, import my own liquors, 
“¢ and have every thing at the firft hand.—True 
«© itis, I keepopen houfe, and receive all comers, 


¢¢ for the honour of Old England.’ ‘* If ‘that 


s¢ be the cafe, (faid 1) ’tisa wonder you can main- 
* tain iC at fo fmall an expence; but every private 
«* gentleman is not expeGed to keep acaravanfera 

“¢ for 
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for the accommodation of traveliers: indeed, 
if every individual lived in the fame ftile, you 
would not have fuch a number of guefts at your 
table, of confequence your hofpitality would 
~not fhine fo bright for the glory of the Weft 
“* Riding.” The young “Squire, tickled by this 
ironical obfervation, exclaimed, ** O che burla!’”’ 
—his mother eyed me in filence with a fupercili- 
-ous air; and the father of the feaft, taking a bum- 
per of Otober, ** My fervice to you, coufin 
“* Bramble, (faid he) I have always heard there 
‘* was fomething keen and biting in the air of the 
‘© Welch mountains.” | 
I was much pleafed with the count de Melville, 
whois fenfible, eafy, and polite; and the countefs 
is the moft amiable woman I ever beheld. In the 
afternoon they took leave of their entertainers, and 
the young gentleman, mounting his horfe, under- 
‘took to conduét their coach through the park, 
while one of their fervants rode round to give 
notice to the reft, whom they had left at a public 
houfe on the road. The moment their backs were 
turned, the cenforious demon took poffeffion of 
our Yorkfhire landlady and our fifter Tabitha.— 
‘The former obferved, that the countefs was a 
good fort of a body, but totally ignorant.of good 
‘breeding, confequently aukward in her addrefs. 
The ’fquire faid hedid not pretend to the breeding 
of any thing but colts; but that the jade would 
be very handfome, if fhe wasa little more in flefh. 
-8© Handfome! (cried Tabby) fhe has indeed a pair 
‘© of black eyes without any meaning; but then 
there is not a good feature in her face.” <¢ J 
know not what you call good features in Wales; 
«¢ (replied our landlord) but theyll pafs in York- 
‘© fhire.”’ Then turning to Liddy, che added, 
What fay yeu, my pretty Redftreak ?—what 
«* is your opinion of the countefs?? §‘* I think, 
“* (cried 
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‘¢ (cried Liddy, with great emotion) fhe’s an an- 
«© gel.’ Tabby chid her for talking with fuch 
freedom in company; and the lady of the houfe 
faid, in a contemptuous tone, fhe fuppofed miis 
had been brought up at fome country boarding- 
fchool. 

Our converfation was fuddenly interrupted by 
the young gentleman, who galloped into the yard 
all aghaft, exclaiming, that the coach was attack- 
ed by a great number of highwaymen. My ne- 
phew and I rufhing out, found his own and his 
fervant’s horfe ready faddled in the ftable, with 


piftols in the caps.—We ‘mounted inftantly, or-- 


dering Clinker and Dutton to follow with all poffi- 
ble expedition ; but notwithitancing all the {peed 
we could make, the aétion was .over before we 
arrived, and the count with his lady, fafe ledged 
at the houfe of Grieve, who had fignalized him- 
{elf in a very remarkable manner on this occafion. 
At the turning of a lane, that led to the village 
_where the count’s fervants remained, a couple of 
robbers a-horfeback fuddenly appeared, with their 
piftols advanced: one kept the coa¢hman in awe, 
_and the other demanded the count’s money, while 
the young {quire went eff at full fpeed, without 
ever cafting a look behind. ‘The count defiring 
. the thief to withdraw his piftol,.as the lady was 
_in great terror, delivered his purfe without making 

the leaft refiftance; but not fatished with this 
bocty, which was pretty coniiderable, the rafcal 
infifled upon rifling her of her ear-rings and neck- 
Jace, and the countefs {creamed with affright. Her 
hufband, exafperated at the violence with which 
fhe was threatened, wrefted the piftol out of the 
tellow’s hand, and turning it upon -him, f{napped 
1tin his face; but the robber knowing: there was 
no charge in it, drew another from his.bofom,. aad 
in all probability would have killed him on the 
_ fpot, 
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Tpot, had not his life been faved by a wonderful 
Interpofition. Grieve, the apothecary, chancing to 
pafs that very inftant, ran up to the coach, and 
with a crab-ftick, which was all the weapon he 
had, brought the fellow to the ground with the 
firft blow ; then feizing his piftol, prefented it to 


~his colleague, who fired his piece at random, and 


fled without further oppofition. The other was 
fecured by the affiftance of the count and the coach- 
man; and his legs being tied under the belly of 
his own horfe, Grieve conduéted him to the vil- 
lage, whither alfo the carriage proceeded. It was 
with great difficulty the countefs could be kept 
from fwooning; but at laft fhe was happily con- 
veyed to the houfe of the apothecary, who went 
into the fhop to prepare fome drops for her, while 
his wife and daughter adminiftered to her in ano- 
ther apartment, 

I found the count ftanding in the kitchen with 
the parfon of the parifh, and exprefling much im- 
patience to fee his prote€tor, whom as yet he had 


{carce found time to thank for the effential fervice 


he had done him and the countefs—The daughter _ 
paffing at the fame time with a glafs of water, 
monfieur de Melville could not help taking notice 
of her figure, which was ftrikingly engaging.— 


4 


_ 6 Ay, (faid the parfon) fhe is the prettieft girl, 


«© and the beft girlin all my parifh; and if Icould” 
«© give my fon an eftate of ten thoufand a year, he 
«¢ fhould have my confent to lay it at her feet.’ 
«s Jf Mr. Grieve had been as folicitous about get- 
‘¢ ting money, as he has been in performing all’ 
« the duties of a primitive Chriftian, Fy would’ 
«© not have hung fo long upon his hands.”? “© What 
«© is her name?” faid I, *¢ Sixteen years ago (an-_ 
«© fwered the Vicar) I chriftened her by the’ 
‘© names of Seraphina Melvilia.” ‘* Ha! what! 
ss how ! (cried the count eagerly) fure you faid 

Vout. L L ‘¢ Seraphina 


~~ 
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‘¢ Seraphina Melvilia.” ‘¢ I did; (faid he) Mr.. 


6 Grieve told me thofe were the names of two. 
«© noble perfons abroad, to whom he had been - 


© obliged for more than life.’ 


The count, without {peaking another fytable, 
ypfhed into the parlour, crying, “ This is your. 
6 god-daughter, my dear.” Mrs, Grieve, then 


feizing the countefs by the hand, exclaimed with. 


great agitation, “© O madam!—O fir !—I am—lI 
«© am your poor Eleanor.—This is my Seraphina 


6 Melvilia——O child! thefe are. the count and- 


‘< countefs of Melville, the generous—the glori- 
«< cus benefa@ors of thy once unhappy parents.” 
‘The countefs rifing from her feat, threw her 
arms about the neck of the amiable Seraphina, and 
clafped her to her breaft with great tendernefs, 
while fhe herfelf was embraced by the weeping 
mother. This moving fcene was completed by 
the entrance of Grieve himfelf, who falling on his 
knees before the count, ** Behold (faid he) a peni- 
«. tent, who at length can look upon his patron 
‘© without fhrinking.”” 6 Ah, Ferdinand! (cried 
«he, raifing and folding him in his arms) the 
 play-fellow of my infancy-—-—the companion of 
«© my youth !——Is it to you then I am indebted. 
‘© for my life ?”? ‘* Heaven has heard my prayer, 
«< (faid the other) and given me an opportunity to 
‘«¢ prove mylfelf not altogether unworthy of your 
“* clemency and prote@tion.” He then kiffed the 
hand of the coyntefs, while monfieur de Melville 
faluted his wife and lovely daughter, and all of 
ws were greatly affected by this pathetic recogni- 
tion. | 
Ia a word, Grieve was no other than Ferdinand 
count Fathom, whofe adventures were printed ma- 
ny years ago. Being a fincere convert to virtue, 
he had changed his name, that he might elude the 
inquirics of the count, whofe genercus allowance 


} he 


ad 


| 
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he determined to forego, that he might have no 
dependence but upon his own induftry and modera- 
tion. He had accordingly fettled in this village as 
a praQitioner in furgery and phyfic, and for fome 
years wreliled with all the miferies of indigence, 
which, however, he and his wife had borne with 
the moft exemplary refignation. At length, by 
dint of unwearied attention to the duties of his pro- 
feffion, which he exercifed with equal humanity 
and fuccefs, he had acquired a tolerable fhare of 
bufinefs among the farmers and common people, 
which enabled him to live in a decent manner. 
He had been fcarce even feen to fmile; was unaf- 
fetedly pious; and all the time he could {pare 
from the avocations of his employment he {pent in 
educating his daughter, and in ftudying for hisown 
improvement.—lIn fhort, the adventurer Fathom 
was, under the name of Grieve, univerfally re- 
{pected among the commonalty of this diftrict, as 
a prodigy of learning and virtue. Thefe particu- 
lars I learned from the vicar, when we quitted the 
room, that they might be under no reftraint in 
their mutual effufions, I make no doubt that 
Grieve will be preffed to leave off bufinefs, and 
re-unite himfelf to the count’s family ; and as the’ 
countefs feemed extremely fond of his daughter, 
fhe will, in all probability, infi‘t upon Seraphina’s 
accompanying her to Scotland. 

Having paid our compliments to thefe noble 
perfons, we returned to the ’fquire’s, where we 
expe&ed an invitation to pafs the night, which 
was wet andraw; but, itfeems, {quire Burdock’s. 
hofpitality reached not fo far for the honour of 
Yorkthire: we departed in the evening, and lay at 
aninn, where I caught cold, | | 
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In hope of ‘riding it down before it could take 
faft hold on my conittitution, I refolved to vifit 
‘another relation, one Mr. Pimpernel, who lived 
about a dozen miles from the place where we 
lodged. Pimpernel, being the youngeft of four 
fons, was bred an attorney at Furnival’s-inn; but 
all his elder brothers dying, he got himfelf catled: 
to the bar for the honour of his family, and foon 
after this preferment, fucceeded to his father’s 
eftate, which was very tonfiderable. He carried 
home with him all the knavifh chicanery of the 
loweft pettifogger, together with a wife whom 
he had purchaled of a drayman for twenty pounds ; 
afd he foon found means to omain a Dedimus as an 
acting juftice of peace. He is not only a fordid 


mifer in his difpofition, but his avarice is mingled © 
with a fpirit of defpotifm, which ts truly diabolical. - 


—He is a brutal hufband, an unnatural parent, a 
harfh matter, an- opprefftve landlord, a litigious 
neighbour, and a partial magiftrate—Friends he 


has none; and in point of hofpitality and good 
breeding, our covufin Burdock ts a prince in com-~ 


parifon of this ungracious mifcreant, whofe houfe 
is the lively reprefentation of a gaol. Our reception 
was futtable tothe character I have fketched. Had 
it depended upon the wife, we fhould have been 
kindly treated—She ts really 2 good fort of a wo- 


man, in fpite of her low original, and well re- 


pected in the country; but fhe has not intereft 
enough in her own houfe tocommand a draught of 
table-beer, far lefs to beftow any kind of educati- 
on on her children, who run about, like ragged 
colts, ina flate of: -nature.—-Pox on him! he is 
fuch a dirty fellow, that I have not patience to 


~ profecute the fubjed. : 


‘By that time we reached Harrigate, I began to 
be vifited by certain rheumatic fymptams, The 
7 Scotch 
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Scotch lawyer, Mr. Micklewhimen, recommend- 
ed a hot bath of thefe waters fo earneftly, that I 
was o¢er-perfuaded to try the experiment.——He. 
had ufed it often with fuccefs, and always ftayed an 
hour in the bath, which was a tub filled with Har- 
rigate water, heated for the purpofe. If I could 
hardly bear the fmell of .a fingle tumbler when 
cold, you may guefs how my nofe was regaled by 
the {teams arifing from a hot bath of the fame fluid, 
At night, I was conduGted into a dark hole on the 
ground floor, where the tub fmoaked and ftunk 
like the pot of Acheron, in one corner, and in 
another ftood a dirty bed provided with thick 
blankets, in which I was to fweat after coming 
out of the bath. My heart feemed todie within 
me when I entered this difmal bagnio, and found 
my brain affaulted by fuch infufferable effluvia.— 
I curfed Micklewhimmen for not confidering that — 
my organs were formed on this fide of the Tweed ; 
but being afhamed to recoil.upon the threfhold, 1 
fubmitted tothe procefs.. | 
After having endured all but real fuffocation for 
above a quarter of an hour in the tub, I was mov- 
ed to the bed and wrapped in blankets.—There I 
lay a full hour panting with intolerable heat; but 
not the leaft moifture appearing on my fkin, I was~ 


_carried to my chamber, and paffed the night with- 


out clofing an eye, in {ucla flutter of {pirits as 
rendered. me the moft miferable wretch in being. 
I-fhould certainly have run diftraGted, if the raree 
faation of my blood, occafioned by that Stygian — 
bath, had not burft the veffels, and produced a. 
violent hemorrhage, which, though dreadful and 
alarming, removed the horrible difquiet——l loft. 
two pounds of blood, and more, on this occafion ; 
and find my(elf itill weak and languid ; but, I be- 
lieve, alittle. exercife will forward my recovery 5 
ees L. 3. ' and. 
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and therefore Iam refolved to fet out to-morrow 
for York, in my way to Scarborough, where I . 
propofe to brace up my fibres by a fea-bathing, 
which, I know, is one of your favourite fpecifics. 
“There is, however, one difeafe, for which you 
have found as yet no fpecific, and that is old age, 
of which this tedious unconneéted epiftle is an in- 
fallible ‘fymptom : what, therefore, cannot be 
cured, muft be endured, by you, as well as by 


Yours, 


Harrigate, June 26. Matr. BRAMBLE. 
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To Sir Warxin Puittirps, Bart. of Jefus col- 
nv — tege, Oxon. | 


DEAR KNIGHT, 


THE manner of living at Harrigate was fo 
agreeable to my difpofition, that I left the place 
with fome regret-——~Our aunt Tabby would have 
probably made tome objeGtion to our departing fo 
foan, ‘had not an accident embroiled her with Mr. 
Micklewhimmen, the Scotch advocate, on whofe 
heart fhe had been praétifing, from the fecond day 
. after our arrival—That original, though feeming- 
ly precluded from the ufe of his limbs, had turned | 
his genius to good account—In fhort, by dint of 
groaning, and whining, he had excited the com- 
paffion of the company fo effeQually, that an old 
lady, who occupied the very beft apartment in the 
houfe, gave it up for his eafe and convenienee. 

is a When 
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When his man led him into the Long Room, all 
the females were immediately in commotion 
One fet an elbow-chair; another fhook up an 
cufhion ; athird brought a ftool; and a fourth a 
pitlow, for the accommodation of his. feet-—Two 
ladies (of whom Tabby was always one) fupported 
him into the dining-room, and placed him proper- 
ly at the table; and his tafte was-indulged with a 
fuccefhion of delicacies, culled by their fair hands. | 
AH this attention he repaid with a profufion of 
compliments and benediétions, which were not the 
lefs agreeable for. being delivered in the Scottiffh 
diale&t. As for Mrs. Tabitha, his refpeéts were 
particularly addrefled to her, and he did not fail té 
mingle them with religious reflections, touching | 
free grace, knowing her biafs to methodiim, which 
he. alfo profeffed upon a ealviniftical model. 

For my part I could not help thinking this laws. 
yer was not fuch an invalid as he pretended to be. 
J-obferved he eat very heartily three times ‘a-day ; 
and though his bottle was marked /ffomacbic tindlure, 
he had recourfe toit fo often, and feemed to fwal- - 
low it with fuch peculiar relith, that I fufpeted it: 
was not compounded in the apothecary’s fhop, or 
the chemiit’s laboratory. One day; while he was 
earne(t in difcourfe with Mrs. Tabitha, and his fer- 
. vant’ had gone out on fome occafion or other, I 
dexteroufly exchanged the labels, and fituation of 
his bottle and mine; and having tafted his tin@ure, 
-found it was excellent claret. I forthwith handed’ 
it about te fome of.my neighbours, .and it was’ 
quite emptied before Mr. Micklewhimmen had oc-’ 


cafion to repeat his draught. At length, turning’. 


about he took hold of: my. bottle, inftead of his: 
own, and, filling a large glafs, drank to the health: 
of Mrs. Tabitha—IJt had fcarce touched his lips, 

~ when he perceived the change which had been put- 
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upon him, and was at farft a little out of counte- 
Dance He feemed to retire within himfelf, in 
order to deliberate, and in half a minute his refoe 
lution was taken; addrefling himfelf to our quar- 
ter, © I give the gentleman cradit for his wit (faid 
“6 he); it was a gude praQical joke; but fome- 
** times Ai jocé in feria ducunt mala.—l hepe, for 
© his own fake, he has nadrank all the liccor; for 
* *© it was a vara poorful infufion of jallap in Bour- 
‘* deaux wine: as its poffible he may hata’en fica 
‘* dofe as will produce a terrible cataftrophe in his, 
“© ain booels.””>— 

By far the greater part of the centents had 
fallen to the fhare of a young clothier from Leeds, 
who had come to make a figure at Harrigate, and 
was, in effe@, a great coxcomb in his way. It 
was with a view to laugh at his fellow-guetts, as 
well as to mortify the lawyer, that he had emp- 
tied the bottle, when it came to his turn, and 
he had laughed accordingly: but now his mirth 
gave way to his apprehenfion—He began to fpit, 
to. make wry faces, and writhe himfelf into various 
contorfions « Damn the ftuff ! (cried he) I 
“© thought it had a villainous twang—p.zh! He 
** that would cozen a Scot, mun get oop betimes, 
“¢ and take Old Scratch for his counfellor” 
“© In troth, mefter whet d’ye ca’um, (repliet the 
** lawyer) your wit has run you into a filthy 
* puddle—I’m truly confarned for your waefui 
“* cafe—The beft advice I can give you, in fic a 
“© delemma, is to fend an exprefs to Rippon for 
“© do€tor Waugh, without delay, and, in the 
‘© mean time, {wallow all the oil and butter you 
‘¢ can find in the hoofe, to defend your poor tto- 
«¢; mach and intaftins from the villication of the 
** particles of the jallap, which is vara violent, 
even when taken in moderation.” 

The 
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The poor clothier’s torments had already begun: , 
he retired, roaring with pain, to his own cham- 
ber; the oil was fwallowed, and the door fent — 
for; but before he arrived, the miferable patient 
had made fuch difcharges upwards and downwards, 
that nothing remained to give him further offence ; 
and this double evacuation was produced hy ima- 
gination alone; for what he had drank was ge- 
nuine wine of Bourdeaux, which the lawyer had 
brought from Scotland for his own private ufe. 
The clothier, finding the joke turn out fo expenfive 
and difagreeable, quitted the hou'e next morning, 
leaving the triumph to Micklewhimmen, who en- 
joyed it internally, without any outward figns of 
exultation;—on the contrary, he affected to pity 
the young man for what he had fuffered, and ac- 
quired frefh credit from this fhew of moderation. 

It was about the middle of the night, which 
fucceeded this adventure, that the vent of the 
kitchen chimney being foul, the foot took fire, and 
the alata was given in 2 dreadful manners=Eveiy 
body leaped naked out of bed, and in a minute the 
whole houfe was filled with cries and confufion— 
‘There were two ftairs in the houfe, and to thefe 
we naturally ran; but they were both fo blocked 
up, by the people preffing upon one another, that 
it feemed impoffible to pafs, without throwing 
down and trampling upon the women. In the 
midft of this anarchy, Mr. Micklewhimmen, with 
a leathern portmanteau on his back, came running 
as nimble as a buck along the paflage ; and Tab- 
by, in her under-petticoat, endeavouring to hook 
him under the arm, that fhe might efcape thro’ 
his protection, he very fairly pufhed her down, ° 
crying, “ Na, na, gude faith, charity begins at 
‘* hame!?? Without paying the leaft refpe& to 
the fhrieks and intreaties of his female friends, he 

7 charged 
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charged through the midft of the crowd, over- 
turning every thing that oppofed him, and actually 
fought his wav to the bottom of the ftair-cafe—— 
By this time Clinker had’ found a ladder, by which 
he entered the window of my uncle’s chamber, 
where our family was affembled, and propofed that 
we fhould make our exit fucceffively by that con- — 
veyance. The {quire exhorted his filter to begin 
the defcent; but, before fhe could refolve, her 
woman, Mrs. Winifrid Jenkins, in a tranfport of 
terror, threw herfelf out at the window upon the 
ladder, while Humphry dropped upon the ground, 
that he might receive her in her defcent This 
maiden was juft as fhe had ftarted out of bed, the 
moon fhone very bright, and a frefh breeze of 
wind blowing, none of Mrs, Winifrid’s beauties 
could poffibly efcape the view of the fortunate 
Clinker, whofe heart was not able to withftand the 
‘unitcd force of fo many charms; at leaft, I am 
much miftaken, if he has not been her humble 
flave from that moment—He received her in his 
arms, and, giving her his coat to proteét her from 
the weather, afcended again with admirable dex- 
terity. 
Aa inftant, the landlord of the houfe called 
out with an audible voice, that the fire was extin- 
guifhed, and the ladies had nothing to fear: this 
was a welcome note to the audience, and produced 
an immediate effe@; the fhrieking ceafed, and a 
confufed found of expoftulation enfusd. I con- 
du&ed Mrs. Tabitha and my fifter to their own 
chamber, where Liddy fainted away; but was 
foon brought to herfelf.. Then I went to offer my 
fervices to the other ladies, who might want affift- 
-ance—They were all fcudding through the paflage 
to their feveral apartments ; and as the thorough- 


fair was lighted by two lamps, I had a pretty good 


obfervation 
“A 
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obfervation of them in their tranfit; but, as moft 
_of them were naked to the fmock, and all their 
heads fhrowded: in huge night-caps, I could not 


diitinguith one face from another, though I recog- 


nized fome of their voices—Thefe were generally 


plaintive; fome wept, fome fcolded, and fome 
prayed—I lifted up one poor old gentlewoman, 


who had been overturned and fore bruifed by a 


multitude of feet ; and this was alfo the cafe with 


tthe lame parfon from Northumberland, whom 
-Micklewhimmen had in his paffage overthrown, 
though not with impunity ; for the cripple, in fall-_ 
-ing, gave him fuch a gocd pelt on the head with his 
‘crutch, that the blood followed. 


As for this lawyer, he waited below till the 
hurly-burly was over, and then ftole foftly to his 


‘own chamber, from whence he did not venture to 


make a fecond fally till eleven in the forencon, 
‘when he was led into the public room by his own 
fervant and another affiftant, greaning moft woe- 
fully, with a bloody napkin round his head. But 


_things were greatly altered—The felfith brutality 


of his behaviour on the ftairs had fteeled their 
hearts againft all his arts and addrefs—Not a foul 
offered to accommodate him with chair, cufhion, 
or footftool; fo that he was obliged to fit down on 
a hard wooden bench—In that pofition, he looked 


around with a rueful afpe@, and, bowing very low, - 


sfaid, ina whining tone, * Your moft humble fer- 
“ vant, ladies—Fire is a dreadful calamity.” 


«© Fire purifies. gold, and it tries friendfhip,” cried 


Mrs. Tabitha, bridling. ‘ Yea, madam (replied 
© Micklewhimmen) and it trieth difcretion alfo.” 
“ If difcretion confifts in forfaking a friend in ad- 
“* verfity, you are eminently poffefled ef that vir- 
‘tue,’ refumed our aunt. ** Na, madam (re- 
‘¢ joined:the advocate) well J wot, I cannet claim 
eee | “ any 
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‘* any merit from the mode of my retreat—Ye’ll 
‘** pleafe to obferve, ladies, there are twa indepen- 


‘* dent principles that a€tuate our nature—One is. 


*¢ inftin@, which we have in common with the 
** brute creation, and the other is reafon—Noo, 
‘* in certain great emergencies, when the faculty 
** of reafon is fufpended, inftin@ takes the lead, 


«© and, when this predominates, having no affinity . 


*¢ with reafon, it pays no fort of regard to its con- 
“«* nections; it only operates for the benefit. of 
‘© the individual, and that by the moft expedi- 
** tious and effeGtual means; therelore, begging 
** your pardon, ladies, I’m no accountable in fore 
“‘ confcientia, for what I did, while under the in- 
‘© fluence of this irrefiftible pooer.”’ 

Here my uncle interpofing, “ 1 fhould be glad 
*¢ to know (faid he) whether it was inftin& that 
‘* prompted you to retreat with bag and baggage ; 
““ for, I think, you had a portmanteau on your 


 fhoulder.”’—The lawyer an{wered, witheut he- 


fitation, “ Git 1 might tell my moind freely, 
‘© withcot incurring the fufpicion.of prefumption, 
‘¢ T fhould think it was fomething fuperior to ei- 
** ther reafon or inftin@ which fuggefted that mea- 
«* fure, and this on a twafald accoont: in the firft 
“«* place, the portmanteau contatned the writings 
** of a worthy nobleman’s eftate; and their being 
*< burned, would have accafioned a lofs that could 
© not be repaired: fecondly, my good angel feems 
“© to have laid the portmantle on my thoulders, 


CY 


.* by way of defence, to fuftain the violence of a 


‘¢ moft inhuman blow, from the crutch of a re- 
** verend clergyman, which, even in fpite of that 
‘¢ medium, hath wounded me forely, even unto the 
“| pericranium.” ‘* By your own doétrine (cried 
the parfon, who chanced to be prefent) [ am 
not accountable for the blow, which was papa 
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‘© fe@ of inftine.”? ‘© I crave your pardon, re- 
‘¢ verend fir (faid the other)’ inftin@ never aés 
«¢ but for the prefervation of the individual; but 
‘“¢ your prefervation was out of the cafe You 
‘«s had already received the damage, and therefore 
« the blow muft be imputed to revenge, which 
<¢ is a fmful paffion, that ill becomes any Chriftian, 
<< efpecially a Proteftant divine; and let me tell 
« you, moft reverend doctor, gin I had a mind 
«< to plea, the law would hauld my libel relevant.’? 
«©. Why, the damage is pretty equal on both fides 
« (cried the parfon) ; your head is broke, and my 
« crutch is fnapped in the middke—Now, if you 
<s will repair the one, I will be at the expence of 
«© curing the other.’”” | 

This fally raifed the laugh againft Micklewhim- 
men, who began to look grave; when my uncle, 
in order to change the difcourfe, obferved, that 
inftin& had been very kind to him in another 
refpedt; for it had reftored to him the ufe of his 
Himbs, which, in his exit, he had moved with fur- 
prifing agility. He replied, that it was the na- 
ture of fear to brace up the nerves; and men- 
tioned fome furprifing feats of ftrength and a@i- 
vity performed by perfons under the impulfe of 
terror; but he complained, that, in his own par- 
ticular, the effeéts had ceafed, when the caufe | 
was taken away.-The "fquire faid, he would la 
a tea-drinking on his head, that he fhould dance © 
a Scotch meafure, without making a falfe ftep; 
and the advocate grinning, called for the piper.— 
A fiddler being at hand, this original ftarted up, 
with his bloody napkin over his black tye-perriwig, 
and acquitted himfelfin fuch a manner, as excited 
the mirth of the whole company; but he could 
not regain the good graces of Mrs. Tabby, who 
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did not underftand the principle of inftin€; and 
the lawyer did not think it worth his while to pro- 
ceed to further demonftration. | 
From Harrigate we came hither, by the way of 
York, and here we fhall tarry fome days, as my 
uncle and Tabitha are both refolved to make 
ufe of the waters. Scarborough, though a paltry 
town, is romantic, from its fituation along a cliff 
that overhangs the fea. The harbour is formed 
by a fmall elbow of land that runs out as a natural 
mole, dire&tly oppofite to the town; and on that 
fide is the caftle, which ftands very high, of con- 
fiderable extent, and, before the invention of 
gun-powder, was counted impregnable. At the 
other end of Scarborough are two public rooms 
for the ufe of. the company, who refort to this 
lace in the fummer, to drink the waters or bathe 
in the fea; and the diverfions are pretty much on 
the fame footing here as at Bath. ‘The Spa isa 
little way beyond the town, on this fide, under a 
cliff, within a few paces of the fea, and thither 
the drinkers go every morning in difhabille ; but 
the defcent is by a great number of fteps, which 


_ invalids find very inconvenient. Betwixt the well 


and the harbour, the bathing machines are ranged 
along the beach, with all their proper utenfils and 
attendants——— You have never feen one of thefe 
machines Image to yourfelf a-fmall, fnug, 
wooden chamber, fixed upon a wheel-carriage, 
having a door at each end, and on each fide a 
little window above, a bench below—The bather, 
afcending into this apartment by wooden fteps, 
fhuts himfelf in, and. begins to undrefs, while the 
attendant yokes a horfe to. the end next the fea, 
and draws the carriage forwards, till the furface of 
the water is on a level with the floor of the 

drefling- 
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_ dreffing-room, then he moves and fixes the horfe 


to the other end The perfon within being 
ftripped, opens the door to the fea-ward, where 
he finds the guide ready, and plunges headlong 
into the water———After having bathed, he re- 
afcends into the apartment, by the fteps which 
had been fhifted for that purpofe, and puts on his 
clothes at his leifure, while the carriage is drawn 
back again upon the dry land ; fo that he has no- 
thing further to do, but to open the door, and 
come down as he went up—Should he be fo weak 
or ill as to require a fervant to put off and on his 
clothes, there is room enough in the apartment 
for half a dozen people. ‘The guides who attend 
‘the ladies in the water, are of their own fex, and 
they and the female bathers have a drefs of flan- 
nel for the fea; nay, they are provided with other 
conveniences for the fupport of decorum. A cer- 
tain number of the machines are fitted with tilts, 
that proje&t from the fea-ward ends of them, fo 
as to fcreen the hathers from the view of all per- 
fons whatfoever—T he beach is admirably adapted 
for this practice, the defcent being gently gra- 
dual, and the fand foft as velvet; but then the 
machines can be ufed only at a certain time of the 
tide, which varies every day; fo that fometimes 
the bathers are obliged to rife very early in the 
morning—For my part, I love fwimming as an 
exercife, and can enjoy it at all times of the tide, 
without.the formality of an apparatus,— You and 
T have often plunged together into the Ifis; but 


. the fea is a much more noble bath, for health as 


well as pleafure. You cannot conceive what a 
flow of {pirits it gives, and how it braces every - 
finew of the human frame. Were I to enumerate 
half the difeafes which are every day cured by 


fea- 
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fea-bathing, you might juftly fay you had received | 


a treatife, inftead of a letter, from 


Your affeGionate friend, 


' and fervant, 


Scarborough, July f. J. Me.rorD. 
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